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T 	7 	 GOD 18 AMIC PIRE 	I Peter 3:7,10-14 
I.This fir. described. 
This is the only one pa.gs  in the Bible which contains 
the actual phrases of scientific vocabulary relating 

directly. to the brea.ng  down of the atom 
A-tIotice the words used. 
l.Elements' 

2.$DissolvedR  
a.Peter uses the word meaning to unlooqo or rtlease  
or set free that which has been bound, 
as in Jn. 1:27,  'the latohet of whose shoe I an not 
worthy to unloose,' or A. 11:44, 'loose him 

and let him go.5  
b.This is exactly what we have in the release of 
atomic energy ty the fission of the nucleus of the 

atom. 
c.P.t.r prophesies that the elementary particles of 
matter, which we call atoms, would be released or 
set free and that this would cause fire. 

3.'with fervent heat' 
a.This is a Week word shich is a medical term applied 
to the heat of fever usually; this is the only time 
in the N.T. it is applied to an inanimate objeot, 

b.Atomic bombs contain no inflamible materials, yet 
they generate fearful thermal heat rays which burmA 
the ground to a crisp and melt sand. 

kit might be significant that there is such similarity 
between the Greek word used for 'heavens' 
5ouranoa' and the word 'uranium', from which we 
develop the atomic bomb 

R 	ither Bible reference's to the Dissolution of the 
Elements, judgment, fire, and destruction on earth. 

a.Isaiah 24:1,3,4,5.7, 17-21 
bJoel 2:3,30: 'The day of the Lord cometh, a day of 
darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of 
thick darkness; a fire devoureth before them;, 

a.In verse 10 is found the Greek word 'stoichoja', 
meaning 5atoma5, or the components into which matter 
is ultimately divisible, 	

Ir 

b.This is today called by the name 'atom', and was 
formerly called 'molecule', 

c.The idea 4& the Greeks gave to the word 'stoioheia1  
is the idea of Vatoml for physic.. 



end bhiu them a flame burneths 
the ladd is as the garden of Eden before them, 
and behind them a desolate wilderness; 
And I will eheb wonders in the heavens and in the earth, 
blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke." 
*.The fiery judgment of 5odom& qrowjnay be 

taken as a type of the destruction of all the earth. 
II Peter 2:60  'turning the cities of Sodom and 
Gomorra into asks tondeened them with an overthrow, 
making them an ensample unto those that after should 
-biLL.... life ungodly.' * 
Jude 7:' 'Even as Sodom and Gomorra, and the cities 
about them in like manner, giving themselves over to 
fornication, end going after strange flesh, 
are set forth-  for an example, suffering the vengeance 
of eternal fire.' 
Luke 17:29030:  'But the same day that Lot went out 
of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, 
and destroyed them all. EVEN THUS SHALL IT BE IN THE 
DAY WHEN THE SON OF MAN IS REVEALED.' 

0.Ths Nature of The Universe 
l.Volcano4'e are ventholee of the great fires which 

are in tie center of the earth. 
2.Gieológiets believe the whole center of the Larth As 
a mass of molten fiery' matter, and we live upon a 
thin crust which has cooled down and is probably not 
so much as 100 miles thick. 

3.As the sun continues to radiate light and heat it is 
gradua1etting hotter and hotter. 
FRED IVYLE has said: 'By the time the Bun has used 
about a third of its present store of hydrogen, Sour 
climate, even at the poles of the earth, will be 
getting too hot for any forms of life that at present 
inhabit it. At a still later stage, the Sun will 
become so hot that the oceans will boil and 

life will become extinct.' 
4.So, we have fire beneath us, fire ;bov,e us, and 

the possibility of atomic fire all around us. 

q4 &' sp"A' 
4 	b.tOf- ' liø 	 % 

gq) 	4O'cJ 	f 4e4a, wt-%-A& L''L 
tq 	 i-5 o. 



CO, *itL u 
10. 

!-
- 	, 

1X 
4 
4r  s. 	 -iii ,i-j o4 	 1 

4 

1 
II.$ome Practical O3flo].usjofle from this 

"What manner of parsons ought ye to be?' v.11. 
The connection between God's atomic fire and 

the Christian's godly life? 
A, What sort of a life would.jh. live d*ring the days 

proceeding the great floodf 
l.Quite unlike his fellow men. 
20'ree from unbelief and worldliness 

B.Two effects this prospect ought to produce on us* 
l.Practical holiness in every part of our life. 

a.'holy conversation and gdlinese.5  
b.Beginning with the imputed righteousness of Christ 

following a personal experience of repentance from 
Bin and genuine coninittment of faith to Him* 

c.Continuing with growth in grace and Chrietlikeness 
2.An earnest longing for the coming of Christ. 
'Looking for and hastening the coming of the day of 
God, when, after the fiery destruction, we look for 
new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness.' vs. 12-13. 
a.Be diligent to be found of him in 	v. 14 
b.Be diligent to be found of him ithout spot 
c,e deligent to be found of him blameless. 

CONCLUSION: 
Notice this important contrast: 

'Things' shall be "dissolved'; 
t 'Persons" shall continue "to be"a 




