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INTRODUCTION: Stories about soldiers in the Bible 
fascinate 	 &V -- especially 

when they threw as much light on our present day 
t 

	

	) situation as the interesting one about the Roman 
officer named Cornelius. He was the commander of 
almost 100 volunteers SM of the Roman forces in Judea 
with headquarters in Caesars . 
Let's pull back the curtain'1ook at some of the 
scenes in the hfe of this Interesting soldier, and 
see what wezn learn this morning. 

A.Cornelius was a good 	 man who reverenced 
God and prayed to him, J' 

B.Ho was seeking further guidance & help In his 	'r— 
spiritual life. 

C.H. must have been praying for enlightenment &4peaoe. 
D.Outward religion, good living & character, and 

charitable gifts are not in themselves enough. 
)E.God gives further light to those who live upo 

the light they have & seek more light &  helP&,'J'Z'/7) 
F.lilho was this devout soldier, a military orderly, 

whom Cornelius sent with two household servants 
to Joppa for Peter? (vs 7) 

Could\  it not be that this unnamed orderly was a 
)Ctn & by his 4.44e*ed 	e witness & prayers 
helped to lead Cornelius to this experience? 

i/f 	Th'E 	 :t 
I A 	 19 SMvON 	 r 
A.So the officer sends for aiIN -- named Peter, 

who comes right away. 
B.He finds a large crowd gathered, a conregation of 
friends & relatives of the Roman officer. 

C.He asked, somewhat hesitantly, I think, 
why the,b 	sent for him (vs 29) 
Why DO 	call for 	-ha  aflt' 

) 1.Because of some riais1 like a death, or serious 
• accident, or trouble, e4g battle or combat, 

or a domestic emergency, 	 PEJI 

2,l3ecause they want him to give his b1essin to 
71\L 

something that is wrong or questionable. 
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.Becauee tney4warft him tojhowteii the way to God, 
to • r the goae1 message which he has been 
ordered by the Lord to proclaim, 	3 (vs ),  "4- " 

WHAT A RPORTUNITY PETER HAD! 	'''C 
HAVE EVER HAD A MORE READY OONGR!flATION. 

Cornelius said, "Now therefore we are all here 
present in the sight of God, to jiheex all that you 

have bees c. 'ii.,  nded by the Lord." 
, ? would give half aetkingdom to be so 

addressed by his congregation!  

4 	THE 	IN'-'S SERMON  
ood 	qf spQsoJic pr.aobing in Acts 

l.He s.t*fdrth the eseeptisl as about Jesus 
a.God annointed Jesus with the 115 & power 
b.Ho went about doing good, healing, etc. 
c,He was crucified in J'lem 
d.God raised him on the third day 

2.HeJnjataa something of the theological 8ign1fi1oe 
a.Jesus is Lord of All 	 - 
b.The Judge  of all the living & the dead 
c.Forgiveness received through His name 

)od shows no partiality 
(]).Between vl nir& tiltazy .p.ap.1e 
(. Between e 	sre 	.titsd-men crrV{ &J5Yifl 

<Between races or color 
(2 Between people of different religions 

,13-4P-.The Word which is proclaimed 
l.The good news of peace by Jesus Christ 
2."You must know the story of Jesus; 

it has spread thru all Judea & Galilee." 
are eyewitnesses 

14.We are the men whom he commanded to preach 
and bear fearless witness. 

IV.THE AMAZING RESULTS - (vs 1 4-.4P3) 
A.The Holy Spirit fell on them - 

A GLORIOUS INTERRUPTION! 
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g,fr.This shows what can happen when people REALLY LISTEN  
to the gospel message. 

l.Peter didn't even have time to give an invitation. 
2.The people were believing & receiving WHILE THEY 

WERE LISTING. 
3,The HS falls on those who believe, 
14.The outward rite of baptism followed 

the inward spiritual experience. 

)  S.There is absolutely no indication that Cornelius 
after his conversion felt any inconsistency between 
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	 "soldier" witn usin saw no co 	ZYr 
in connection with Xty - 2 Tim 2:3-4. 
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