
On Being AWOL From God 

INTROt Some soldiers feel they want to-tun away froithèir 
unit. They are tense, nervous, and ôoñfu8ed. 

me husband a or wives feel like running awa3tromthóir: 
marriage. They are under preisure1and in their unfortunate 
situaton can see no other solution. 
Tee-  university student feels this world is such a 

rotten place to live that it just isn't worth the effort, 
so he takes the lives ofhie'jite% nOthr&a doéen others 
in trying to 'run away from it all. 

Are these people right? 
Are 	wrong in racing up to our responsibilities, 

to this cruel wOrld, and to ourielves? 
Ir there is no God, they 	right 

and we are wrg0 
there ii no God who loves and care*  for us, 

tjy are wise and we are fooijh. 
Xj there Is no God who knows and understands us, 

and who is always with us, 
They are to be coided, 

and we are to be rejmad, 

7 But the first section of  Psalm 19 teaches us that there 
-a a God who is omniscient, 
A. Not a theological doctrine. 
B. But a personal experience of the psalmist. 
1. God knows man 
2. He Imow,'he psalmist personally, & H. knows us. 
3. He understands us. 	- 

A common complaint among us is that we are misunderstood. 
'Not understood, 
We move along asunder - 
Our path grows widbr, as we go down the years. 
We marvel and we wonder why life is life, 
And then we fall 'asleep— 
Not understood. 

zfow many-breaot-s are aching, 
how many spirits pass away—

'at understood.' - 
-) God, that men should see a little clearer 
or judge loss harshly when they cahrjgt see.' 
O God, that men would draw a little closer 
to one another, and they'd be nearer thee—
And understood.' - Walter Eccles 
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YOU CAN!T RUN AWAY 
Pa, 139:7, "Whither shall I go from thy spirit? 

or whither shall I flee from thy presence? 

I.Yom Can't Run Away From God's Divine Presence 
A.The Ift-ot of God's Presence 
l.Ps] 139:7-8, ... If I ascend up into heaven, thou 

art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, 
thou art there, 

2.Ps. 73:230  Nevertheless I am continually with thee. 
3.Heb, 13:5, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee 

B.The Bleasin.g of God's Presence 
1.Gen. 5:220  Enoch walked with God 
2.Ex. 33:14, My presence shall go with thee 

and I will give thee rest, 
,*Pa. 16:110  In thy presence is fullness of joy. 
4.Seourity in trouble. 
Isa. 43:2,  When thou passest through the waters, 
I will be with thee; and through the rivers, 
they shall not overflow thee. 

O.The Futility of trying to escape God's presence") 
l,Gen. 3:8. Adam and his wife hid from God. 
\2,Hoaea :3, Israel is not hid from me 

D0Wy people try to escape 	Presence 
l.Becauae they are afraid of Him 
Job 23:15, I am troubled at his presence 

2.Because His holiness emphaeiz,s their sinfulness. 

II,YOU CAN'T RUN AWAY FROM GOD 'S'DIVThSfT'. 
A.The Chastening of the Christian 	L.S'l'a I eq 
l.A sure sign of divine sonship 

Heb. 12:71F YE endure chastening, God dealeth 
with you as with sons. 

Provo 3:12, Whom the Lord loveth he oôrrecteth; 
even as a father the son in whom he delighteth. 

2,For the present seems grievous instead of joyous, 
yet afterward it yields the fruit of righteousness. 

Heb. 12:11 
3,For our own good, that we might be partakers of 

His holiness, Hobo 12:10 
4.The refining furnace of affliction, Isa. 48:10 



B.The Punishment  of the Impenitent 
l.It is the just reward of their sin 
lea. 13:110  I will punish the world for their evil, 

and the wicked for their iniquity. 
Jn. 3:36, He that believeth not the Son shall r 
not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on 

hirif. 
Rcin. 1:18, The wrth of God is revealed from heaven 

against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness. 

2.It is a fearful thing. 
Feb. 10:51,  It is a fearful thing to fall into the 

hands of the living God. 
Deut. 32:22, A fire is kindled in mine anger, and a 
shall burn unto the lowest hell, and shall 
consume the earth with her increase, 
and set on fire the foundations of the mountains. 

Deut. 4:240  The Lord thy God is a consuming fire0 
3.It is inescapable. 
Jar. 16:17, For mine eyes are upon all their ways: 
they are not hid from my face, 
neither is their iniquity hid from mine eyes 

Ezek0 7:19,Their  silver and their gold shall 	. 
not be able to deliver them in the day-of ,  

the wrath of the Lord. 
Ezek. 23:8, There is no secret that they can 

hide from thee. 	 - 
Mt. 10:26, There is nothing covered, 

that shall not be revealed; 
and hid, that shall not be known0 

In Psalm 139:24,  the expreebion "wicked way" 
could be translated "way of pain." 
This indicates a manner of life that brings pain. 
The way of rebellion against God always brings 
pain to the heart and life of the rebel. 
We don't have to wait for any external, objective, 
retribution from an angry God in which Jonathan 
Edwards believed. The results of our own 
sins oon*iin in themselves the way of pain. 
It is written into the moral law of the universe 
that we reap the results of our own misdeeds. 
In this sense God does not punish the sinner; 
the sinner punishes himself. 
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III.YOU CJU RUN AWAY FROM GOD'S 'BVE PLAN 	(Jefi+w) 

A428reden1ptiite purpose in Christ 
1.Eph0 3:11, According to the eternal purpose which 

he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
2.11 Time 1:9, Who hath saved us, and called us 

with an holy calling, not according to our works, 
but according to his own purpose and grace. 

3Rcn. 8:280  We know that all things work together 
for good to them that love God, to them Iho,%are 
the called according to his purpose. 

B.&-'eá- Will for Tcur Life 
1 • Ged- - 

B.God has a Plan and Purpose for this World. 
l.T,S E1ot!s glociDy philosophy. 

"This is the way the world ends. 
Not with  abang,, but awhimpj." 

2.God'a Word sats  the world will end with neither 
ai bang nor a whimper, but with a shout, 

with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God. 

Me have a part in His plane 
-A_ot like the parody of a well known hymn: 
"Sit down, 0 men of God, 
His kingdom He will bring 
Whenever it shall please His will; 
You need not do a thing 

C.God has a plan and will for your life 
10We should understand what is His will for us. 

Eph. 5:17, Be ye not unwise, but understanding 
what the will of the Lord is. 

Ran. 12:2, That ye may prove what is that good, 
and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 

2Je should not try to run away fran God's will 
a.Jouah l:3,But 	r.oa&.up to flee unto Tarehish 

from the  preae 	_Lo$, 	eniownto 
Joppj and he found a ship going to Tarshish; 
so he paid the fare theteof, and went down into i 
to go with them unto Tarahish frcn the presence 
of the Lord. 

b.Coutrast the attitude of Neheniiah, 
Should such a man as I flee? 



3.We should yield to God's will. 
Luke 22:420  Not my will, but thine, be done. 
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