
A LOOKIN THEMIRROR
Text James 1-;2;-24;read vs. 22-25

Introduction

(
I.The Bible is like a mirror
1.It is a divine reflector
A.It reflects the sinful condition of man
(l).The image of what man really is.
(2).The ideal of what he ought to be.

B.lt reflects the will of God

2.It is a true and exact reflectionl·

not dark and uncertainl (I Cor. 1;:12; 2 Cor. ~:18)

II.What·we see when we look in this mirror
I.We see ourselves
A."His natural face II , lit: "The face of hiE;! birthtl
The features w&th which he was born.

(
(1).Ps. 51:5, "Behold, I was shapen in iniquity;

and in sin did mymother conceive me."
(2).1 Cor. 2:14, liThe natural man receiveth not the

things of the Spirit of God: for they are
foolishnees unto him: neither can he know them,
because they are spiritually discerned."

BvHeb , 4:12, liThe word of God••• is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart. II

tlEye of GodI S Word, where fer we turn
Ever upon us l thy keen gaze

Can all the depths of sin discernl
Unravel every bosom's maze." (Keeble)

C.~e see our temptations and weaknesses

D.We see our failures and sins

( E.We see the influence of God's gracious Spirit on us.
(v a, 18)
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2.We See Ohrist Our Savior.

A.He is "the engrafted word which is able to eave
your soula," va, 21; "The implanted Word11 ;

(Oompare the parable of the sowero)

"Our mirror is a blessed book,
(l Where out from each illumined page

, If/e see one glorious image look,
All eyes to dazzle and engage.

"The Son of God; and that indeed
\fe see Him as He is we know,

Since in the same bright glass we read
The very life of thin.e:s below." (Keeble)

B.He is the Incarnate Word who has declared the
Father to us. (In. 1:1,2,14,18)

~.Some refuse to look at all in this mirror of God's ~
They, of course, get no impression from it.
There are some who have not forgotten what manner of

men they are, simply because they have never known.
Fran childhood they have been brought up with
utterly false notions of themselvewo(

III.The Look that Serves God's Purpose
1.Not a superficial glance, but a serious gaze.

AeOnewith a superficial glance 1boks but does not
re ally "see. 11

B.The word James usee for "looking into" indicates
"bending forward to examine earnestly. tt
It is used of Peter and Mary Magdalene looking
into the sepulchre (Lk. 24:12; In. 20:11), and
of angels desiring to look into the heavenly
mysteries (I Peter 1:12 ~. '

It is a near, minute, searching inspectiono

2.N o~ a temporary exercise, but a continuous practice.
A.~ome look carelessly and then go on about their

( -. regular business as usual and pleasure as usual.
5..••••.This bodily departure from the church and the

gospel is accompanied by a mental and spiritual
one which is far greater.
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(2).We remember that in which we are ~nterest~d,
because we give our attention to it.

\'ie j!eakeQ.. the memo:r:yby ~:tentioD,
which results from the ~ce o~ de~_ inl~~t.

Therefore, "Take an irJ.:!i.!trest in anything,
and you will ~teD.s! to itiAt.t.e.n.1l to it,
and you wi11 ~l1J.~m..ge.rit. II

(

B.This ~oiM:-;,~Y is followed by forgettin g all
they have seen.

(1). The truth passes by them @...~o:eri~:ted and
~llP..1'acti~d 0

(2).They ~with the J,ordrs me~f?J!geand
ll,ever c..on.a.i.4.~r..."itser~lrlt.

(;). The danger against which James warns the Itm
of' his day is as pressing now as it Was then.
Never was there a time when interest in the
Bible was more keen or more widespreado

New translations, c omment.ar-Lee, expositions,
introductions" helps of all kind ---
exegetical, homiletical, historical, & textual-·
multiply year by year.

But we fear that many are much more eager to
know all about GodIS \!{ord than they are to do
GodIs wilY-;;- revealed in that Word. -
They studY-1.ives of ..QrJi_~t, but ~..Q.lJ.Q..t:to.llQw

the Life of Christ.
They pay Him the ~:Q!Ll,)..QrIl.a~f an~'ieq~lJa:
:1"ui;~~st in His V(ords and worka,
but they do ~ the things whd ch He says ••
They throng and press Him in curiosity
but obtain no blessing, because in all their
hearing and learning there is no true wisdom,

no fear of the Lord,
and no doing, of His vlord••

They are all like Solomon Is friends the Tyrians.
who helped to build the temple

and yet 'dent on '{roi'shipping their idols.
(

C.What this attitude leads to
(1) .Self-satisfaction. ('2) •Groivlng care Lesane sa
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