
f \' ,'"j INTRODUCTlPN•
Merlin was*~anold man a),out ~o die. All his life he

had been foll , linp the gleam Hith its acc onpanyt njr music.
He had found e gleam on the mount.adns and in the valleys
and on the f'aces of people around him.
In his dark neurosis,,,, when he felt himself persecuted
and oppressed by deep despondency, and the light of
rational thought retreated, he hear-d the voice of his
Naster Hhispering "Follow the Gleam."

And he followed it through his fantasies, and
over the farmland, and, again saw the gleam on the rough
and ruddy faces of the farmers.

Then, viith a melody stronger and statelier, he followed
his rnagical musical gleam into the city aml. into the

castle of King Arthur, '-1her~ the gleam rested on the
forehead of the blameless King.

Then came the despondency and restlessness and darkness
upon Camelot, and hisi.leloved king clisappeared,
and the gleam grew weak and drifted out into the Trrintry
forest, and Lrrt o the valley of the shadow of death.

The gleam again picked up its accompanying melody
moved into the valley and transformed it as it clothed
the dark va.Ll.ey "rith it s radiance.

NOH the gleam Has shining brightly, and l t vias forever
'feddec, to the melody, and ;,fent out singing to the wor'Ir! ,

]']erlin, though old and Neary, and unable to keel) UP.
tried to f'oLiho« it. He saw something strange and unusual
happen as' the gleam passed over the cemeteries and they
mysteriously began to grovr beautiful blossoms of flowers,
gleaming TtIith immortality.

j\\erlin f'o'lLowed as far as he could Hith his SlOH pace
and weakened condition. He went to the limit of his ability.
Nowhe Vias ready to nile rejoicing, for through the power
0: his i"Iaster who taught hinn since childhood, he was
granted the vision of the mysterious gleam on the horizon.

i:Jhat was Herlin' s gleam? Tennyson does not tell us.
Like any great poet he left roon! for oux i~~gination to
work. • But the gleam was certainly not just an ordinary
or na+ura.L gleam of light. He says, "Not of the sunlight,
Not of the moonlight, Not of the starlight!"
It is clearly some supernatural light of faith and
inspiration. As !'1erlin dies he calls for the present
younger generation to go down to the port and launch their
ships and folloH the gleam Defore it vanishss over the
horizon: "After it, follov.! it: Fo'lLow the Gleam."

There is something in the story of Berlin and the Gleam
Hhich excites people and arouses their instinctive hero
Horship. There is something of the same spirit in the 11th
chapter of HebreHs where He find the roll call of heroes
of the faith.



3y faith Hoses saw the invisible God.
H01.:rcan anyone see something that is invisible?
With a microscope or Hith a t.eLe seope we can see things
that are invisible to the naked eye.
r,oJith the aid of certain equipment we can see things in
the dark ",hich we couldn't see with the uhaided eye,
r remember bei~ v~t~J,~navy and army riverine force on
the Hekong Rf~er",inh·arly 1968. ~)omemen were talking
about some boa.ts on the river which I. couldn't see at all.
Then they gave me what was called a "starscope", and
by looking through it the faint light of the stars in the
night sky "Tasgreatly magnified so t.hat. I coul.d see the
movement of scores of little boats which Here completely
hidden from the unaided human eye.

Hhy, then, should it be thought an incredible thing
that God can take the faith of a human being
and supplement it Hith his almighty power
and enable us to see the invisible God?

By hi 5 faith Noses could see the God who vTaS invisible
to the eyes of unbe'Li ev'i ng Egyptians.
Anc.by faith ·wecan see the God who is invisible to the
eyes of unbelievers to(~ay.iie do not see Him with our
physical eyes, but we see him by the eyes of faith.
1'Te see him in oLU~heart and soul.
'fIe are like the little boy who Has flying his kite so
high that it was completely out of sight.
An older boy came to him and asked.•
"Howdo you know there is a kite up there?"
To this the little kite flyer responded,
"Because I feel the tug of it on my string."
And so He know there is a Goclbecause N6 feel his tug

in our heart.
But this is only as we f01101'1the gleam of faith,

wit;" h. is "Not of the SLLl1.light.,Not of the moonlight;
and Not of the starlight. 11 This is by the light of God.-
given grace that ue are enabled to believe in and .see Him.

It may net be easy to do, but the time comes to each
of us "Thenwe must make the "leap of fal th. "
It is like the trapeze artist swin~ing on one bar to the
utmost distance that it Nill take him.
'I'hen he leaps and reaches hopefully for another bar.

svch breathless suspense of "mid-air placelessness"
is the anxiety of faith.

Hhen wat.crri ng such an act we natura11y hold our breath
until the tran:3i tion has been made.

~VI-( c: r'77~¥'"nf cl~C. -2. 1 !)(i"~' '1r.



~/ FOLLOWINGTHE GLEAM ": "1'
What is it to tallow t.he gle'am of Faith?' (..~,e.J::)~" ',.

I.A Vision of 'the Invisible GOd. ~~ - ,;?7
1.A striking con~rast to most-we see today.

Manyin our century boast of believdilg only what they
~an see and tpuch. '

Proud of their pr'ogre'ss,
intoxi~ated' with t.he triumphs of scienoe, ,

they see only these.
2.God is iuvisiblg. '

Job 2~i8,9, "Behold', I go f'orward,but he is not there
and baokward, but I Qannot~perceive h1mi
Onthe left band, wRere'he doth work,

but t, oannot behold him;
be hideth himself em the right handj

that I' ~mn.QjL~ him: ' ,
But he lmoweth the way that I take. It

I Tim. 1:17, "The King eternal, Immortal, ';nvisibg,,,
the only wise God.It ,

John 1: 18, tiN0 manhath seen God at any time;
the only begotten Son, which is in the bosomof ther j Father, he hath revealed him.1I

,. But we oan ~M Godby lQI,Il-sight, ,or .QL t.!U.:th,
as he is ~evealed in'the'Incarnate San. '

L

4.The vision of the invisible' Godis the true illl1Jpairatlt.o
, , of human.life. '

5.The vision of the in,visIble God'cis the
hope. of o\.ir'generation.

=z=:

,I.Etlduring the Oppressive obstacles.
1. The inclin'ations of our depraved sinful nature'.
2.The opposition of Egypt

A.Stands for a mere fleshly or animal' existence
B.Stands for a state of bondage - spiritual slavery.

,.The Prince' of darkness.()



t'''-p..Yl s: f.enT
III.Forsaking theApleasures of sin

I.What are sinful pleasures?
A.WhateverGodhad forbidden in His word
B.Whatev~rcannot be reconciled .0 the general

principles of God's Word.
O.Whateverweakens our spirituality,

dulls our o~soience,
di@'sapates our thoughts or abilities,
so that we lose interest in the things of God.

2.S~ sins Q...Q offer ~omepleasuree~
A.But these ple~sures do not really sa~i~fy.
B.Andthey are short-lived. "For at season~ 1?&thS';en t
O.Theyleaye a sting behind. .

---·-It.Theyare very expenadve in the price extorted.
- ..--- ~.The sinner is old before his time; "

<his phys~cal power is gone,
His in~ellect has lost its freshness;
His will has becomepowerless;~ -. "-His conscience becomesseared

).These sinf'ui pleasures must be for saken
A.For the glory of God .
B.Bythe power and.grace of God ,
O.Decisively and completely r ).

t t-

IV.AOorreot ~E!timation of Proper Values, v , 26
I.He saw that all this gUtter and glamor of earthly
treasures were but for Ita ·season.1t

2.Tqrough the eye of' faith Moses saw
fields more fair and fruitful than the

. fertile valley of the Nile;
The River of Life far eur-paasdng the

. saored stream of Egypt;
r.:iches of Heaven infin! tely transcendin"g

the treasures of Egypt;
and a glorious palace whose splendor outdazzle.d that

of the magnificent Oity of the Sun.

).The ~worst that Chrisj; has 1;,0 offer is preferabb tD
the hest the ~ has to offer. ~- (~

/



\

'•..Qh.oi.ce~sed on grinciple ...Rath9r than
I.The principle of faith

AeIn Jehovah
O.In Christ

20He recognizedr

ExpedieB~Y

the claims of the ,:fir.tw:e as well
as the p~eumt.

;.His choice revealed great self-denial

4.The motive of such a choice is liTheRecompenseof Rewan
A.The rewardof grace is certain6 complete6 eternal
B.The pleasures of righteousness are:got. for a season,

lmt. for ever.
O.The recompense of' salvation is bestowed on a\;principl,

of"grace.
·D.-'I'-he--~);l.Sa...oLo£~nm.a.t-~~b&st-ewed-on---a:-

~ftne1-p:J:e-e:fLjtta~.

CONCLUS9WN:
And so He have seen that for one to follow the

( gleam of faith is to see the great vision o:f the
invisible God., to endure the oppressive obstacles,

to turn back from the false pleasures of disobedience.
And it certainly involves a correct estimation of true
and proper values, and upon that true va Luat.Lori
to make an eternal choice which is based on principle
rather than on expediency.

The great heroes of faith in the Bible discovered
and f'oLl.owed as best they could the gleam of faith
and inspiration.

~Je who live on this side of Calvary and the
Hesu'::Tection and. Pentecost have not .!Ile.I.e~-y a g_~m'--... , .

Hhich is but jJJnl;Y l.-:evealed as it was to I'ilenof God
in the Old Testament.
vle have the 1;lJ.azing S.lill of God's cLeer revelation.
tlheE~?:Q '~hey !fad but a ~1ic~§'.f;i,.n&cand.l.e ,r ~have a ,br.~~J:?:i~::-+m2illl.~le~£ liBll.l of'

~j..1§ Q2:.l1<ilepQ!L~r.
In fact, we clare not look d:furectly into t.hatblinding

Ught ~Tithout the protection and medium or Jesus Christ •.
-~ ...j"fi-·ftbl:ffi:19±e-&l:HJ'Il.-:b";-6ioa Jd.efc~eIr:i::l'!l"'""'bhe Son o~ Ged aI!.d
~f..::;G'm:"':tre~-ftt;1.r-8tl;'\f ...i"O"r=f)€a:r. Only through Him
can 011~JrR!9.1J,J.r see r-(il and not die.

n·IYL !j<C 114~jS/' /



/a/I FOLLOWING~THE GLEAM
Heb. 11:27, "Seeing Him.who is invisible"
The 11th chapter of Hebrews is a Hall of Fame for

the Heroes of Faith.
Alfred Lord Tennyson wrote a w~l known poem entitled

"Merlin and the Gleam". Merlin was the great magician
in.the legends of King Arthur, but it is really more or
less autobiographical.

He begins to doubt:
"A demon vexed me,
The light retreated."

Then he came in contact with King 1\ Arthur the Blamela
and 11 out of the darkness

Silent and slowly
The Gleam, that had waned

to a wintry glimmer"
slowly brightened
and inspired his f'aithas he lies dying
"at the landIs last limit."
r But we ask, "What is it?"

) "What is this gleam?"
"Is it something material and visible to our phys. eye

Tennyson1s answer is, "No.
"It is a spiritual gleam."

"Not of'the sunlight,
Not of the moonlight,
Not of the starlightl
o young Mariner,
Down to the Haven,
Call your canpanions,
Launch your vessel
And crowd your canvass,
and, ere it vanishes
Over the margin,
After it, follow it,
Follow the Gleam."
(


