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INTRODUCTION: the great Qayotienal book, ,;qwi 59 oh-

Imitation of Christ,xﬁ{cThomas Kemgg

But this copying God does not mean "playing God",
but conforming to his will of love, :
It is a sharing of his nature and a consciousness
of ‘'his love, which is thevery essence of God.
God-likeness is the goal of Christian living.
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Christians are to act "each in his own little qpﬁére,

as God does in His great unniverse,

and to prove in this way that God is dndeed
, their Father,"

This IMITATION OF GOD is the highest standard that

could possibly be set before Christians, -

It is helpful to notice the ways this word is ugéd

_elsewhere in the NT3

I Cor., 4316, Paul says "be initators of me,"
' (I am your father in Christ) :

@

11:1, "Be imitators of me,
- ; as I am of Christe"
I Thes, 1:6, "You became imitatoras of us
. AND OF THE LORD,"
"so that you became an example to all
the believers."
2:14, "you became imitators of the CHURCHES
- of God in Christ Jesus whichare in Judea,”
Heb, 6:12, "Imitators of those who through faith
and patience inherit the promises."

2nd Thes. 3:7,9, "For you yourselves know 5
how you ought to.imitate us, (we worked day
‘and night that we might not burden any of you).
It was not because we had not that right,

but to give you in our conduct an example to imitate."

—. Heb., 13:7, "Remember your leaders,
those who spoke to you the word of God, .

and imitate their faith."

3rd John, vs 11, "Beloved, do not imitate evil
but imitate goods He who does good is of God,."




In the firmt 20 verses of this dwapbér Paul discusses
_four ways in which €Ghristians are to be IMITATORS

OF. GOD: IN LOVE, IN PURI'I’Y, IN LIGHT, IN WISDOM,

I.WE ARE TO I DAI”ATORS OF GOD AS WE WALK IN _LOVE d
AS CHRIST IOVED US, vs 1=2 = )
AsIndeed we behave most like God when we walk in the

kind of love manifested in 'bhh;! cross of Christe.
l.He appeals to’ the love of the Father®
2.He appeals to the sacrificial love of Ch:clst
A.the first wotd., offer:mg, refers to the
4 sweet incense going up to Ged,
boThe second woed, “sacrifice, refers to the
animals slain and offered to Gode
c.50 Christ is both a slain sacrifice and an
offering to God for use.
3."Christ gave himself up for us."
. a.This is not the ordinary word for "give",
but it is "%o give up, surrender, deliver into
custody, or surrender one for punlshment Al
. beNotice the preposition "for" in "for us."
Thig indicates that something is for the (
- "safety" or the "advantage" of another.
- It may mean "over" or above", and’ here’
shows that' "one who does a thing for another
stands "over" the one whom he would shield
ordei‘end. ,

Be.Godts love is shown in his I‘ORGIVENESS, and ir
we imitate God we too must show fo;g:.veneso, as
mentioned in. the last part of the previous chapter,
If we are God's own beloved children,
we should show the family likeness.

II.WE ARE TO BE IMITATORS OF GOD AS WE WALK IV PURITY
EVEN AS OUR FATHER IS PURE AND HOLY, vs. 3-6%
A.,Paul has been dealing with sins which break

the fellowship of the church.

Now he turns to those s:.ns which corrupt the
LlVliu&l. .

These sins were the dlsgrace of the pagan wor1d~
they must not be broug ght over 1nto the churche
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B.These are sexual sins.of immorality & impurity,

and the filthy speech so often connected with them,

Notice the words Paul uses:

l.Fornication - sexual 1mﬁ1Q;raln.'by, the pro.atltutlon
of one's body,or committing of unlawfud sexual
wice. The pagan world wasg indifferent to thise

2.Uncleanness -~ impurity, sexual indulgence which
is perverted, permiscuous, extra-marital or -
pre-marital, or othdr than God'!s Holy Woird allows
within the bonds: of Holy Chrlstlan Matr:.mony.

a.nother, here sexual greed dlrec:bed toward the
ruin of another'!s purity. - -«

4, Filthiness -.indecency, obscem.ty, not just in
words or speechy but in a.nythlng as opposed to
purity.

5.Foolish talking - "talk:.ng 1:Lke a fool."

Silly Pelking in a,realistic manrier about filthy -
subjects or.evén in crude "frankness" about
the intimate things of sexual character in
married-life.

/6.Jesting - subtle lev:.ty in'the bad’ sense tnat
Jjokes about that which 'is serious and sacred
or makes a laughing matter out of that which
is sinful, immoral, and tragic in God's sights
Foul & unclean half-meanings which by a turn
on words & phrases cause laughiter but defile

- the conversation and taint the imagination,

C.In vs. 6 Paal says "let nobody lead you as’cray
about these things with empty words. :
l.In that day of Greek and Roman culture many
said these things were "natural" & not wwonge
2.Dre We O, Carver said: "The modern agj in,
© . cursed with numerous such theories w ‘ch-bo’gh
excuse and encourage sex indulgence in many forms,
28 being natural, necessagg, or in any case
legitimate, and involving no ethical principles."
3.Paul attaches a severe.penalty to these sexual sins
No one who practices these sins has any share in
the kingdom of God; it is these very sins which
brings down the wrath of God upon them.



III.WE ARE TO BE IMITATORS OF GOD AS WE WALK IN THE
LIGHT AS HE IS IN THE LIGHT, vs. 7-14 - .
~ A.Chgistians are to be "children of light" '~ "=
B.Pagan life is one of .darkness while the
, Christian life is one of lighh, - =o ,
 CoThe light helps to discriminate between -
. that which is well pleasing and that Wthh lS
~not well pleasmng to Gods W rinna ¥ .
D.Light exposes that whlch is ev11. :
E.Paul's appeal ends with a quotation,
perhaps from an early Christian‘hymn.
~-May be a baptismal hymn.
F.This is the remedy for and antldote agalnst
the moral plague, the light of the gospel,
and the grace of the Hbly Splrlt. ot Q'é

IV.VE ARE TO BE: IMITATORS oF GOD AS WL WALK. IN: WISDOM
AS A CHILD OF GOD, ¥=. /520 ; .
A.True wisdom is a moral quallty, % kgl O

not just an acecumulation of faebsyrq oo
but knowledge of and obedlence to the’ W111 Qf God.
B.Look carefully then how you walk especially —
in your daily moral life: o EadaT
l.Careful and thoughtful living,
2.4 Christian must always be alert
Co Redeemlng the: time - making the most of his time
and opportunities, buying. up his opportunltles
as Merchants of the Master in the market of
the world's revolutionary conditions & ideologies,
; 1n51st1ng on just & right natlcnal policies
as well as the highest moral’ standards S
in 1ndiv1&ual and soeial ‘life, :
D.Another mark of wisdom is to "live a° sober, jogous,
and “thHankful life, vs. 18=20,
8,Be filled with the spirit, not drunk with wine.

' 205timulation from alcoholic beverages leads to
reckless living; stimulation from the Holy Spirit
‘leads to sensible 11v1nb. g ;

3.The Christian gets his "1ift" from tne G
Divine Spirit, not distilled spirits, - :

E.A 9051t1ve, beautiful fellowship of Chrlstlans is

“proposed in vs. 19-20. ,

~ Much is made of the mlnlsﬁry of muplc.

Singing instead of CrltTGlzlng & complaining.
How happy & useful we would all be if we only came
close to this high ideall
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