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IMITATORSOR GOD.Eph. 5:1~20 (text;vs 1) .' ~r.
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INTRODUCTIO~:·t~;"~ea:t ~~voti0nal bOOk, ··'T~;\~-_1}ifDi./

~

I ·tation of Christ(:~/~Thomasil?- K.empiS.P1\ ~,f"na: baa\<..
111. sJ.';..'I. • -). ~~ ~~"~}n~s~~~t\:,"hDl':flQ.a1geV'S. ';Go"J'~dllW',(.I,.t. 'i; ,t\.

S 1t6ra o;em:ra- oe nrane ane ~ • -, :' -:
l But this copying Goddoel?,not mean "playing God11"

irrut conforming to his will ,of love.
It is 'a sharing of his nature and a conacf.ousneea ..
of 'his l.?ve,. which is thevery ~ssenpe of- God., ,;-
God-likeness ±s~the .goal of Christian living.
Christ~ans_ are to a c't "each in his own little ~phere,
as GOddoes in His gre\at Universe,
and to prove"in t1dstway .that God.is dndeed

" their ~th'er,."
This' n.aTATIONOF'GODis -the highest standard t.hat
could possibly be set before Christians •.

" .

It is helpful to n'bti~e ',the ways tllis word 1s used
elsewb:ere in the NTl '::', . . - ~.. ,
~Ico~•• 4:16, Pard, says "be imitators~ of me,·11
, (I amyour father in Christ)
~ 11:1', "Be imitators' of .me-," ..

as I am of Christo"
I Thes". 1:6, "Youbecame imitators.. of us

, " . ~ A..'tID OFTHELORD.II r

. "so that "you became an ~iample to 'all
the believers."

2:14, "you became ;imitators of the CHURCHES
of Godin Christ Jesus·whichare in Jud~a.t1d

,Heb.(6:l2; "Irilitators of those who through'faith
ami' patience inherit the promises.~t '

• I ..

2nd Tlj.es. 3:7 ,9, "For you yourselves know-
howyou ougnt tOti~~ us, (we worked day
'and night that we might not burden .any o~ y6U). ".'
It was not beoause we had not that right,

but to give you iri ow:;,conduct,an.•..exaIllple to imitat~."
Heb. 13:7, "Rememberyour leaders, . "

those who speke to you the word of God, .
and ·!.mitat~.their faith.1t ". "

3~d John, vs 11,. '~Beloved,~do not imitate< evil
bttt imitate good. He who does good is of God.1t

.'



In the firxt 20 verses of' t~s dw.p;.er.Paul discusses
~four ways intwhich.e~isti~ns a~e ~o P? .IMITATORS
OF,GOD:IN ~VE, IN PURIT¥, IN ,LIGHT." IN, wIsnmA:; .. '.

\ r;' I c , • , < ,

loWE,~E TQ~JE'I¥ITATOR~ OF-GOD ASWE WALK.IN LO~;,(
.AS CHRISTLOVEDUS,<vs. 1.-2 . . . • . . , .
A.Indeed we behave moot like Godwhen we walk in the
kind of .love manifested .Ln thh¢" cross of Christ.
1,.He..a:ppeals tot the love of the' Father'
2.He appeals to 1;he sacrificial love of Christ'-

. ' ", '~'~~'5~-~'""~~~~"~'"
&~the first~wot!d, fCoffe:J:'ing:refer&s-'tirto}---'ltrl'hH'e!--~---
sweet Lncenae 'gOing up' to God., .'

boThe second wo~d,vsacrifice~' refers to the
animals slain and off.ere.d to. God.

c. So Christ Ls both a slain ~acrifice and an
offeril'tg to God for us.

3. ttChri,st gt3.vePim~~.~i_J!'p_!2E.·~~.It
a.Tij.i.s is not the ordinary word for "give",
.but it is I~to giv~ up, ~.u.r.rftnd~r, delive~~ :i.n:to·
custody, or· surrender one for punf.shmsrrt,'I

b.Notice the preposition "for" in "for us. fl. (

. .This indicates that something is for the
."safety" or ~he "advantage" eX ano ther ,

•. It may.mean "over" ox above~t,..and~here·
(' shows that' "one who does a thing.for another

stands "over-" the, one Whomhe would shield
Dr.defend. ,.

"- " \. i " .. ' ; t ( c
B.God.1s love is shown :l..Ii. his FORGIVENESS,and'if
we·iIllitate. Godwe too must show. fOl'g1.veness, -as
mentioned iJ;}..the.1ast~rt;Gl£ the previous chapt er-,
If we are Godts own beloved children,
we. should show the family likeness'~

~ ,- ;I

II.WE A..B.ETO.BE nITTATORSOF GODASWE WALK IN PURITY
EVEr( AS',OUR'FATEERIS PUREANDHOLY,vs , 3-6~~=
A.Paul. has been deal~ng with sins which break
the fellowshi~. of the church. \ .
Nowhe turns to those sins which cor-rupt the. ~. ,
:lndivid.l:lal. '. <

These sins ~re the disgrace of the pagan world;
they must not 'be brought over into the church,

(

B.These are sextial sins" of immo'rality & impurity,
and the' fil.thy speech so' often' connected 'wi tli ,them.
Notice the~wora:s.Paul, uses:' l,:. ' r
1. Forn~.Q~:!;.:!:on-:,. se~ual L• .mlily, the prostitution
of one' s bO·a.yo1 'Or cominitting:.of uitlawiull::sexUal

J vice. The pagan world' was iiidifferel'lt ·to· this •.,
2.Uncleanness - im;e~.:~~r, seXuaJ:i"t:nd:Ulgence-whicp.
'. 'is perverted,.?'p·ermiscuo:us, ,extra-m.ari tal: or','.
pre-mari tql..l,::'orcother than 'GOd'tsJHoly Word: 'a,llows
. within theb'ondS: o'f' Holy".ChristiarrMatr:Lmony.•
3.Covetousn~8 - desire-.-£or:!:hat which' be10rig~:-'.to
anothir~-here;,.sexual: :greed di-rected toward' the
rui{ll of ano ther+s pur.ity'. - ~o ,.·.~c .i . ,

4.Fil thineJ;J1L-, indecencY, obscenity; no t- just in
words or speech, but in anything as oppo sed to
purity. ., _ '-1

5oFoolish talking - "talking like a f'ool.1' - ,
.§j.).~1.1C1i!g in a~r,eali-stili manner>about fil t}ly •

subjects'or~ even- in crude':~franknessll' about
the:.ihtimate things'. of' sexual. character-··in
marxied:' life. -:.f 'I " :,-('.J ..::.!:.' '-' -. ' ,..'

( )6.Jestil?E - subtle levi ~y':j;inJ the baa':'·sense-that
jokes about that.'_whicb:ris J serious and 'sacred
or makes"a laughing matter 0ut of .that:which
.Ls sinful, immoral, 'and::txagic in'·God's lsight.
FoUl &: uno.Lean.half-meanings wMch:by-'8 tuxn
on words & phrases cause laughter;- but ti'ei'ile
the conversation and taint the imagination~

._, f.~ ,. _ ~. 4 • .' ~ :

C.ln vs , 6 :paw, says "Let nobody lead you astray'"
about these things with .emp ty words., . .
1.In that day of .Greek and Romanctil.tuz-e many'.
said these things ,were "na.tura'L" & 'notWll7onge>c

2.Dr •.W. 0. Carver'said: i'tThe:moo.ernaieis '
.our sed with numerOus such theories ,which. botli '

--'exc\lse ..and 'en~ourage.sex indulgence in many' forms,
as being natural, necessa&J~ or in any case , '

(legitimate, and 4lvolving .no eth,:i.Galpxinoiples."
3.Paul att~ch~s a severe~penalty to.these sexUal sins 1
No one 'who practices these siris has,any share in
the kingdom of God; it is "these very sins which
brings down the wrath 01 ~d. upon them•.



III.WE ARETO BE DJIITATORSQF GODASV(EWALKIN THE
LIGHT'AS'I~ IS IliLTHELIGHT; Vll. 1-14"
A.Ch;H~tia,nsv§.r~~tq:Ji>~:.':.~'~~Jdr~B:;..o;f:']4,gl!;l;"'"-"'.,...:. .t.:
B.Pagan life i,~ one of ~,~kl!EH~I2· .•.W~te ·th~·'c'<0:.' '.: '.
. .Ch;cci.stian lif!". is.~on~ .of .light,... :, .:... .... ~ ,.
C,;T~e ill~ 4~lp$~to lli8c~iminateb,etwee:tr. '", ':.1. ()
<' tha:!f··wluch 1.8 :well...:J?]._E;~sJ.P.gand; t1lat which .1:S \.'
, not :wellpleas:i.ngto G?4-.' - .:.. ::' __~ ~ ". -
D.Light~'E!.xl'.Q~s that r'hich. i.8 ~ .. : - _ " z-

E;:J:,>aul'.s, appeal ,end-sri th a :<;iuotati?n,;::·':'
l?erhap~,;-,f:ro,m.an early O~:tstiJlll' byron.

, :;MaUO he ':a· .baptismaih hymn. ~ ;, - •.•....,.-;.., ~~
F•.Thi.s is the remeg,y for andantidgte -against
th~ moral -plagtte,- 'iih\3,11gh,? o~: the gospel,'
..!lnd t!te grape i0f.rt he- H~';t.ySpi:r1:t.-: r _.. .; .•. :"::' ,

'- r .•.•D .:: 4'.":. " <:' ..' " ..~"J l..: ....,.__~..>~._ • ~ ~ 4.: J ~ ••• ~-, ••••••• .,...

IV. WE ARETOBE··n.UTATORSOF GQDASWE WALK, IN', WISDOM
AS A CHIW OF GODe , !':;. ~$p~O - . .: .:~' '._ ~ ,~

A.~:'te-!1~sd.om:is'·a· moral' qUJ3.lity~...;~:': _ "." '.:..:~'i ",:.~--:
not just an aC.Qu.mulation,~o:f~·:fabt.s,: ~:',,"":"~~_- :'A'--'
but knoW'le~ge'~f.f and , 0bed::!-.,enc~:'to. th~" will q! God.

B.Loqk carefully then how you walk;~sl?eciall;y;_'
in :yo:.ur daily mpml_life::;;. .:_ .=~- .....
1,_ C~reful and t~ol!l.ghtf1il 1iving;'~
2iA.:'C!:u'ifltian m-ast--always be~al·e.r.t

C"Redee,~~~.l?-~';.~~e -. ~kiEe~h~~_~~*~+--¥.$L~~;i.me
and opportun~ 1;1.e8, .bW'1.ng-J:tlt his oJ:);po:rtunl.t~s
as-Merchants·of 'the ,'Master-in-t:h.e market ~f.•~
the~:YV§rld.!s:;evo.1utio~~y eon.d.i.tiG'I;ls_&.ideologies,

"'insisting on, just·'& right ri.a:tional ;l?olicies. ~_.
as~we]:l 'a;f?Jt-he~<higliei3i niqr~10~tlinda.~dS·';':·'~,;:",::,,:,,
in individuaJ:"and socf~h,tlffe;'; ..1: ;.;.t':x:tJ·l~ \I:...~-

. I ,'.

D• .AnotheJ;':mar~of' wisdo~,is to -live. a'~soQer, . joyous,
~.,.,.. . T . J.... ,?" ,,.. • ~ b ~ z,;, . \_ • ..f', •• ~ ••

a..l1d~~~~t:Ul ~tfeLv.s. 1$":"20. .': "'" '.:' r-:
i..Be 'filled with thespir:i:t, not druilk,witll ·wine. "
2. stimuil?-tioJ~>f:,;.om\.9-lco1101i6-'Qev:.er-agesLeads....to ~
reCkless living! stiIl).u1.atio~ frqm the )Idly' Spiri t ,
. lead.s' 'to sens:Lble.liy:tilg. < - " .' " . • _ ""1

jo·The~Christiah"get~s h:i:s':' "':ltft II' from :~h~":~~t, , ., I
. - Di:virie Spii,j,t;, ,'ribt df-i:rtilled':-spir±'ts;'-',·.l a - ~

E~~posji!iye,.J~:eall.tiihii~f'.~ll~:W~jdn-df~ch'rii£ia.ns~is~
ro 0 ~.~. ,¥!_~~S.~, l,~:;?o.~, ,', w __ , "c. _ ~- ~

Much is'made"<::>fthe minist;ry of' music.
c ••• ._-, .••••• _J'".~

Singing instead of c ri ticfzing & complaining.
Howhappy & useful we would all be if we only came

olose to this high ideall


