
" WHOCARES? .,'
Text': I Peter' 5':~-7 (KJV:' +:fhl(\'rS'!~~ps)

,
CENTRALTHESIS: No discouragement, however'

( gr-eab, should lead' anyone to feel that
no one Qares,since God, and, all Christians
and pastors, do real;I..y ~~re. ( -, ".I..: . •

INTRObuCTIOlf:
Sinclair Lewis was a great writer.

Once, an Italian- editor 'came to-'-i!lterview
Mr. Lewis after one of his sp~eches~' '
He said, "Mr. Lewis, I have read your.
many books like: ,Babbi tt-which had to do o

with the'American 'businessman and }!tis
s tz-uggLes and _frus'tratioh in a competitive r
society; Elmer Gantry:"-which was'a.n,
exposure of the insincerity of some". , ;'
ministers; Arrowsmith·-ae'aling with' Lncon-
sistencierg; of' vs eme physicians; - ,
Main Stree,t--which:'disc~ssed ,the pr9·~lems'

(of little people in little towns.
Now, Mr. Lewis, I would like to ask;' you,

Do you have ae oIut Lon to thes,e problems,?"
The writer turned -to ;the ~di~or and s al.d,
"No, I do not have a solution'in tn-ese
problems, and' furthermore.,- 1: do not.~."

The Italian 'editor later;wl'ote" ,
','Mr.·Lewis is a. great writer, but he is:

not a great M~N.,kgreatMAij not only
knows th~ prpblems, but he CARESl"
DEFINITION: "Care" ,meaning' suffering-' of
mind, or a burdensome sense- of'responsi-
bility, or painstaking attention, ~r
a high regard or concern coming from great
es teem, a resultof"p'ers'onal interest,
relation, and love: to be concerned to the

'r: extent of hover-Ing attentivepess' to one'
\. in pain or dis tre~s •

I.CHRI,ST CARESFORUS. ,
A.It shows in his sincere LOVEwhich
acc~pts someone as he is,and tolerates
ra~lure-, and understands, weakness •
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B.I Peter 5:7, "Casting (or throwing")all
(the whole weight of) you~ care (anxieties)
upon him (Christ), for he cares for you

(or about you). . ,.
"You;'ar~ Yti$ personal concern" (Phillips) .•

. . l

C.The parable of the Good' Samaritan~
He got involved with the injured man

and had compassion on him and took care
of him~
D.With Christ there is great care'about us
as Christians.' , , '
E.Psalms 55: 22,~."Ca~:t~y6ur bur-dens upon
the Lord, and he shall sustain you."

He'ca;res enough· to, s~stain. us, or to
hold us up, when:we are stumbling and
s tiagger-Lng.beneath .th~ 'heavy burdens, 'of
anxi.e tLes and worries...··
F. The storm oil the, Sea of Galilee. '.
"Master, don't yo~ care that we"~regoing
to d::own anci die ~d;perish ?~' . . , (
"Is 1.t no concern to you?".
But 1:1esaw no reason for···panic.
After he had' stilled the; waves and
s topped the winds:'
he' s·aid,.' "Whywere you te:r:rified'? .
Have you no: fai th?:t'. .".' . , . .
We can always b'Ed1eve that he cares for. us.
When the storms of·' do'ubt rage, .
when the attacks of despair hit us,
When the' panic of hopelessness overwhelms us,
we can be s.ure that Jesus does CAREl
"Oh,' yes, He c~res;; I knowHe.""cares;
His heart is touche'd, with, my grief e. '

When the days, are weary, the long nights.· dreary
I know my Savior, cares." . ,
He 'is ~o hireling who: :"care.s. hot f~r his.'ShCeUe'

His care is shown in his tears over the .
Holy Ci ty'. ~. "Howofte~ would I have gat!lered ••.•

N?te al~o Ps~lms 103: 13 14 . "Like. as a father
Pl.tys hl.s,chl.ld~en, so tfie'Lora pl.~+estnem
that fear hLm;"
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The deep unexplainable love ·of a parent for
his child is shown ih the story of David
and Absalom. '.' .
Ab. could have well thought to himself in

_ his last moment of life, "No one, cares
( for meI". But that was not true.'

His father still :roved him." '", ,
Once in one of our Northern States tiiere
was a distinguished'clergyrnan of another
denomination who had a son, handsome and
gifted like Absa.lom,' but, who, fol.l.owing
his father into the ministry, brought',
reproach to .the cause ·of Christ and
immeasureable anguish to his father.
The son was deposed from the ministry.· "
Years aft~rward ,·the f.ather appeaz-edvbef'or'e
the synod of the chur-ch and pleaded'. with
his t>rethren to restore the son ,to the
pastoral office. The theologian, the
wise counsellor" the man who took thought
for the church, the.guardian tof 'the honor

( of the cause---all 'these w.ere gcne, ~r.·
forgotten for. the moment, and only the I

FATHERstood there;-PLEADINGfor his
beloved SON.' ' .

ILlt is not only God who cares, 'but
OTHERSCARETOO. ,.

'Christians in the family "of G'odCARE
what happens to other members of the
Body of Christ. .
A.Galatians .tells us that Christians should
bear one .another' s burdens, , although there'
are som~ ,p~ivate loads which iridividual
responsibility· demands that we bear for .
ours elves. .:Burt there are burdens' of gri·ef,'
dLsappoLrrtmerrt, and s,truggles which

. Christ'ians will help 'ope another in bearing ,
( There is a modern ballad in the folk

idiornwhich ,speaks the sentiment of many
of the young people of the' modern gener-a .•
tion, which' says, .
Q'I'll just ramble round th~ country,
Travel in , here and there,
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Tryin' to find someone,
One who really truly cares."
Christians should be people who ,really
truly care.
A.The Apostle Paul wrote one Christian .
group saying: "I plan to ~~nd ,Timothy (
to you soon. UntIl then I have no oile
like him who will naturally CARE FOR YOUR
STATE--or be genuinely'concerned 'for
your welfare. .
They all look ,after the~r OWN INTERESPST
NOT those of JESUS CHRIST. It ,

What a commentary on the church I
B.A ~t poet wr-~ . .
"And=the:hl~~:£(aii "be fi~led with music,

AQd tl}~~~S that infest the day,
Shall ~ ,the~~nt~, .:li~e the Arabs , ,

A.ncf----as silently s't~al away. It .(Longfellow). , 'ut you ,and now that 'without the
loving caring, nderstanding of other
Christi fri ds, sometimes these cares (
don't ju t~~lently"steal away. ",
They hav to be CHASED AWAY by the :explosive
pow~r~~ a new relationship with a very
car/~ng pers·. , .'

'l .C .Folks need a lot of caring and loving.
How long has it been .since you" really:' ".
inconvenienced yourself to help someone
else and show them you reall~,care for them?
D.Story in tl1-e·O.T. about t.l~eprophet'
of God and his ser.vant who frefjU,ently ,
traveled around the ir itine rant c Lr-cu i,t of
congregations and needed hospitality,
in the absence of a chain of Holiday Inns
and Travel Lodges I Elijah said, "See.,
you have taken all this trouble for us and
have CARED enough to have a special. guest
room ready for us. Tell us what we cart do
for" you to show our appreciation."



The Hsb , word for "going to,someone", is
also used for "caring for someone. '.',

('

E.There were many times when David felt
that no one cared for him.
PSt 142:4, "I look to 'the right, and watch •.
but there is none who takes notice of me;
N0 refuge remains to me.
No man cares for me."

(

F.Th~ mark of the Christian Church is that
members of the body have a g~nuine CARE
for one another, (I'Cor. 12:25). ' Have
"sympathetic relat10nship with one ano bhaz-"
(Philips); ,"feel the aame concern £or"one another." (NEB). ' , , '

, ' III . •I II .~4LldLn.a special way PASTORS CARE
when you' are hu.rting~' ,,' .'
A.Pastoral care is one of the great con-
cerns of the Christian 'ministry.

Jeremiah wrote aboutth~ day when there
would be shepherds 'who will CARE. '(23:4).
Now"specific training:'in -counaeLi.ng and
pastoral care is off~red in all accredited
themlogical seminaries.

There has been a giant leap forward, in
knowledge and understanding of psychology
of religion and in the, inter-relation~hips
between psychotherapy and pastora+ "
counseling in recent yea~.' .' :
B.Paul wrote in the midst of a:passage
describing great personal dangers and
trials, that he had on him ','thecare of
all the churches." (2 Cor~ll:28)'. '
No mattt:!rhow much, the'Apostle was l':luiting
nimself, hO matter what' external pressures
he was under, his greatest ~xiety, ,
from which he was never" for a momerrt free,
was his concern for th'e'people God had
entrusted to his care.

Many Christians tOday'are living,far
hbelow their potential largely because theyave never uSed the oppor~un~ty to oener1~from pastoral counseling., J

(
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B.Kierkegaard tells a beautiful parable in
one of his books, about a rich man who
brought from abroad, a~ a very high price,
a teatifof faultless and excellent horses .
which he wanted tor his own pleasure and
the' pleasure of' driving them hims,elf~' ,

A year'or two passed by. If 'anyone who
had known these hor.ses in earlier days how
saw them driven by their new owner,
he would not be able to recognize them.
Their eyes "had become dull and. dr.owsy;
their pace "had no prance and consistency.
They could 'bear nothing;,tliey couId vendur-e
nothing. The rich man could harq,ly drive
them three or four miles'withou~ having to
stop on the way, and sometimes 'they came
to a standstill just when he-was driving. ,:.,
his best. Moreover, they had learned all
sorts' of juirks and bad habd ta , Although
they got gooa:food in abundance, they grewthinner each ,day.,' , ,

The rich man called in the kingts
coachman., He drove' them for, one month.
At the' ehd of the month there was no team
of horses in the whele"land which carried
their heads so prOUdly, whose eyes were
so fiery, whose pace was so beautiful. '
No otherteam'of horses could hold out as
they did, running many miles in a stretch
wi thout stopping.' ,How; did this happen?
It is easy to understand. The owner"
who was no coachman and merely played the
role, drove the horses according to the
horses' qonception of how they should be
driven. 'The r,oyal coachman drove, them
according to a coachman's conception of
driving! ' .

This is a pictur~ of human'life.
When we thinK of ourselves and countless
other people, how oft'en we say .to our- ,
selves in sadness: ":tIereare capacities
and powers and possL bili ties enough--
but the driver is lacking." Through the
ages we human beings' have been driven

according to our own conception of



what really matters and how much w'e should
care about ouree tves . We have been
governed; trained, and educated according
to man's conception of what it is to be
MAN. Ani you can see what has come from
that -- we completely lack spiritual
stature and strength.

(

Sometimes ~t is~cJ':lgt~~te~d~.es~~~i~tanc(from a car-ing m~n~s~er-1tflatm81ces the
difference between MARGINAL Christian
living and VICTORIOUS Christian living.
Many good Chris tian people who have
never known anything better need to
hear the good news I

YOU DON'T HAVE TO BE DEFEATED BY GUILTI
YOU DON'T ,HAVE TO BE TERRIFIED BYFEARS:{
YOU DON'T HAVE TO BE OVERCOME BY, . INFERIORITYl
YOU CAN BE FREEl
YOU CAN BE A TRIUMPHANT CHRISTIANt
YOU CAN HOLD YOUR HEAD UP AND SAY

"I KNOW WHO I AM.
I M~ A CHILD OF GOD.

I KNOW GOD CARES ABOUT ME,
AND OTHERS CARE ABOUT~,~r\f~-l5
AND CHRISTIAN MINISTERS4CARE ABOUT ME.
AND I,CARE ABOU~ MYSELF.
I CARE ENOUGH TO BE MYSELF
AND TO REALIZE ALL OF MY FULL POTENTIAL

BY THE POWER AND GRACE OF QODI
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