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THEMEASURE OF A. CHRISTIAR~ .

. 'J:! Cd>' , 10. I;z..
Introduction 1 . ~etid II~.$. -r-!'2,J 17•..1f!

M8~S~_8At~.II4TW r: i'f~,v.re ,?ellj'<,~~(1:i/lYte
Howdo you measure a yard'·',6 1noli'8s (!f:> J

I I( ; Ii J I' a<'mile?' 5~280.feet '.•.'.
a pound? 16 ounce.

".:.. • '"" a day?' ~24hours {,
HowdocYOumeasure,a ba.eball, player? "

- by his batting average, his oftensive
and defensive "abiliv. . r

~- How'i1o:yo~ ~••.aar. a pbyzaioiau, or a la"yei'{,or '.
loyall and !.~"'\riot1c oi tia_" . - 'By .their record~ •

So the ouly(way' you oan measure a Christ.i.an i8 by
the record or measur._t of hiB lITeral characteristics
as compared with be standaris of-God' a Living and •
Written Vord-!4 p \ ! ., ~$Q~''E'E..

BD.oC'K '"('fun", ~~ .~- ~ ~ t , • ••

'I.J:'li'alse Measure. One another, ~!.~l~
A. It is deoeptive to compare yours81.t to one another.
BoOneboaats his ego by comparing himself to \

someone else.

O.The person you aelect with Which to compare yourself
is probably a poor eXllDJ.Pleanyway'. (..

~ D•. P~d"fLk>rs ~""~~ lff)tL "- ~" -t-o. 1c.c..5f7 Yt-J..R..ir- 1cx.e.i1- 60S.

[I.Practical Measures.
A.The mea••• of his ~ RoJllo 12a'

1.Faith is neoessary~ salvation, Eph. 2.8
2.Falth is necessar,y to pleaae God, Heb. 1116
,.Jeate spoke or

a.Little faith, )ft. 61-'>; 17:2(;>
b.W.ak f'ai tll
evPaith 8:8 II: §I aia of DlU:starcY-aeed,Mto •• 11120
d.Great faith, Mt. 8110

4.Fait~.J0an be increased, LIt. 1115. (' ~1/ r- J..r s: ~~T'I'-o.,?.s -hI\R.O. Gl.jI'enve... cfJo .fe{/OCL$~'trr W(""'-.. ~ -

B.D.e-measure of his LIFE and,HORKS
1.,YOtl show your faith by your life and works for God.

An empty profession of faith without a changed life
is worthless and meaningless.
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B. ,.'he measure!:, ' of hie MOPk• .:-(-Jame~%::,i;?=.t:S
.•• "'(~' , ,',i t [ '.- ',;:~

O.The measure of' his "~""_'" ?oYf",frft~I'~-!f?l:l'"
(Attitude ~"sretl:ect8ci; In a ge.pero~s""spiritt "
1.G8n'.ro~~i:wi.:";-~Jl~r.d1-er:Wl"k' "

oJ 'fh ,\

2.Generoei~Y' ~n ~~.a:~ent 9f' oth~rl!l.&~,', ' ~ f4..
D.~IL ~~_,S 1.1/', e, QT,: d=<f"9-f% (t.~e~t1','ri?J-t. ~~ ,\\{.:7\

fI1?~$t\.~,~~ ~~ (. M..e. ,j.~f ~1" '~,,' ~_.)

V. 'l'he IdealMe.8\1~'t{;Epq. ;~t~'.:
'!'he 1,I1.~f!U~~J9t~,~h~!~at~e., of' ~hef\tl:ln,~~, o~~ri';.
A. T1Je 1\tl~ne~~.9.f'HiILaecil~aticm'.ito~;he.,;~~ll ',&i;,;~rk,.r

'0",. " of'Alod,- ",1 ',: ,,)

" ":L\ 1'~) " ., 'J :C~':~':_ 'Ji'J3 " _ ". --,··.t

B;'l'he,,f\111~e.~'~f' ~s s.a~r~f,ice,·, d
../ s . (,',J..:~';

"'·~·f.~~~( ~,! ::

B~The tullness ot His unselfishness. .. H ,. ,

,I/, T~e ;hLl(rte~'$( bf ",If I??.s~Jp-,. ':)" ~)
4 ., (:h '(nv1:.1 [;-t ., 7~ .fct_fLp . ~" :. ~'., .:
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PRAYER,'0 Lord, we have practiced ',our<.."xces8es,long •
enough Iald followed' our fads far enough,., ""... , '

~help 'U8 at last.to come ,"back (,to ithy sanity &), ha~ny •

( !

o ,., -, 'J.

~;, ['1 .", (. f .!~to
y. '

" l-io-l w

INTRODUOTI(J{: Whenever. we' study the ,~true meariinga of th
Ohr:1atianJtai,:t;li;hl.t "akes unl,. a shoFt tim'e'to get '
Deyond our iepth. Only li'ttle mind,s, ·unaware of their
li,ttlene..ss. are ~wUling to (s8:'/ som&:sUly rthin'g UkeC"Ohristian1ty 18 jU8t ,& prdtioe' of the (Jol~en.,'RUle•

~.I·oI

.. "")

I,. A Fal,s. Nell.suee.'," ~
All, d..1ctatore'cm justify thG'r .action's by citing.:t- the eX8q)le of 'othe~ <dictators and! la"les8 mea. '

~e German', iCh_oellor made a speech to the Reiolistag
in,1914. He saidl "Gentlemen. v. fare novin a state
of"neces,s1ty,' alld necess1tY:knows no 'lawl "
Our troop e' have, -oOC\l.pi tpd. Luxemburg.;: perhap s eV:.n have
already t'Ilte~~, B.e1d-llas.err.lwry. "

:!!entlemtDJ~ this violates' rules ot'intel'llatibnal law•••
The injustioe--I SPeak'fr,ankl,--:the' ;injur.~i'ce "hichM

;:W~. tbu,s' coDBJdt ,we:~U. try ':~ m~e good again as BOon .~
ae ourkJd,lit"l7 goal' haabeen aehieved. I 'J • '~

t. Men cau Dtn'el" achieVe,.a noble purposlt'by:'l)ploring ~
w.t'e[lDQ~al~la1l'.W. 1IItl8t,abid.,rby'itj'have 'fait.h in- it.~
and ptaQtice, t,t.: .. '~';, J ',' ", ~, ','J' '. ~

U"...I . f' t· '.. • I .--. .-I.'!,)"1 .•.. -Lr L ¥o' •• ::4 ..' ( f ,- ~.},_, ~1~.: 1... C. : •. a. ~

llI.,raot1oal Meta8lU'$s..r r :;:.' ~ ',V ,J-, ";'~;;~,'- I, ~

ftat'~~a' ~tell~~sbi~rith hh Ohlldr~. ':'~",~:t, J
! ,'~th,tlt thee.av.enue d.f'd'e1101l'>8liip.,-c '" 'f. i:'1 '1 ,~

; God .hae l"ueal.ed Hime.lf' in.Ohri'a1»: , '",
1.', F~,th in, Ohri..,t ie ,the way to ielJ:ow,ship with God. '\~

Fa1\h,~ ,pan reason o,r in .nature is not enough. ~e)Y

Men _de.sf'!e.C'tt-te_', _; . , ,- the; Lo-l'dt 8 Day/f(\?
,saying, t~•.y ,;qn: worehip,,-cjua1;'aS"'1I'elt 'outaide "'he churchr as! they, ~ illside it. '.'N•.ture,c~ roll up the 7-

, . , r~y,1~,ed,"8;Le,8'lesof' care. anxiety. and weariness.
, but, the ,r-e.li'gionof nature, cannot '&Dwer the perpl.eXing
qU,IJUons of our personal existince or reveal to us
~ reconciling Go4o(

, /



c tI.-c.t.. .1Ja~~)(">~Ju.~ -. Je.lI1S C4V'\'.rO

We'Deed to.P ci,=ba:ti-ngabout ~.eSu.8.0tllli8:t,"amd
to start b~i'8Yi~g in Him and '~Q.llow1rigBu..·

,,Se DUoh-of. tbe :theelogi'cal' contr.overq of 'the ,past
centuries haa oentered around defining the per£Dl1
ot Ohris't. Vas he ~ or ~ or bp'thT
Atter we have exhausted our mentU poW'el"'tlywe know
that, precise, statement and ..full 'understanding are
impossible.-' To ,JIl$lterJe8Us'cmly a ~:.r+rob,abis_
humanity,:of anx. real. meani,ng'and make ne'ieXNiple'ot'

t hj~:~:lie.e 'a taroS. But to .make hiDi .only e.••good man '
..,CGntra4ictJlthe 8$1n!bi'01l 'which men, find ,i1n~,', '
and tind nowhere else.

Wewill do well to be con16en16 with. Paul's word tha.t
Go:d, ,,8.-s..;1n, iOhris:t",yith th8';assuranc:ei ·thait;when we
have JJeen Je8U83.we:chave.'8-'- .God;; 'and ~witb :the <oj •

confidence. that God) "hath in thsseC l:asti-days '·spoken
unto·,us ,'by airs Se." , ) .I'" /, : ,~. . ..1, ," ,

. WhenBit,rtrand -Russell-was" Asked,· ·Jlo.....1o-tLfUlly
,\!1lders~d the \ ~'(l stein 1ih";!'1'i'ot-)relati v!.ty?u' ,
Do you go "ith him.8J.l tbe) ,a? h r'e li·~' '
,lfatlSW8.r \6e. t ratque~~ELa~~
the.es,conde.in' tlie·.afflmtiv.e." .- ..-'" t,;" , '.:;' ••.-=- t§Ijj.s ibat ~e Ohi'illUan!8' fsj;tbinLJeSl1s,;~rist
~eans. Do we.WJdel'st.and him ~mpletelyl.1 :.),Nol'f ( P,

Oan'wes4!tt,tbe boundaries about his' pwaonalityT' Mol
'-,~ere ."any tl\eol:ogical"'atatemant which ;llltil'~ly) •

••describes the person and work of Ohrl.i-1',·'Ncmel '"
BUt can .,e .accept him as the perfect revelation ot God
and the .truth about, DIft and their .eternal' dosti1iy? J!!J

...Qm.we tind salvation from sin through hi s sacnfice
and r.ui~e ~rpa-.sing peace through accept1n'g hi s

i.hi'!) over our.(l;i.vesT1.Ye.!J A thou'sand tfmei,: 'Ye.l
·Co!npared with Ohristl' in' all 'besi«. Nocomel1nfla-I stea
The one t.h1n'gneedtu,l,dear'est ,Lor(1', 1"8 ·;to" be c)tie 'Witthb
Th. sepse ,of. Thy eJg>irin'g ,love 'Into'~'80ul'conv'eYa':
Th%sW/ bestow,l, for, Thee ·al<mCI absolutely',(pr'lf. ' ,
wqat~,r\ e;tse 'l'hY' (wiU. rwitbhoLci'~,,herel'gran,t 'ille ,to succeed
o let !llyself lIlY 'portion be, And'I am bl-EUR :ilideedl-r ~'
Less( th~i ',ThyseLf w~ll. not S\l:f'f'1ceIV CO~O~~i'to r.&rel
More 1;han.t!l¥_self,,,1 cannot,' ~~av,;.'And ,Thou·caa.~-&!!-e 10

~ " " .. more.
-- Augustus M. Toplady. j'! '."

/
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I "J.l C '0f-, to,'/ 'J..
The background of this passage.
Here Paul exposes the·hollow claims of his
critics who br~zenly try to displace him
and as~ume leadership of the cliurch at
Corinth.
These critics were intruders into the
church, who came t'o C9rinth claiming to, be
apostles and to have the right to direct
the Corinthian church. In chapter ii.
verse 13 he ca~ls them "false 'apost~es"
deceitful workers, transforming-themselves
into the apos~ies of. Chri~ttl who disguise
themselves by Satan~c power so as to
appea~ to, be·ministers of righteo~sness.

I
'Th~t1s'a rather st~ong indictment~ '

They didn i t he$i tate. to ,.spealthighly

1

of th~mselves in a boastfUl and proud way.
,They 'compared themselves with themse.Lves

.and with others whoIJlthey caref~;Lly,
selected. so as to ~ake themselves lookgood. '

This Showed that ~hey wer~ without

I

SPiritual understanding. ,
one with tru~ spiri tp,al understanding
doesn i t do this.", , ,

I ,To measure ourselves-by' one another
I~isto be blind to the true standard of
goodness whi9h is fd~d only in Christ.
,Tbis brings us ALL under judgment.
Comparison with others may be flattering,
"but it is false, and the fact' that we use
it shows our blindness to reality •.

I,wecan always find in even the best of
Ipeople flaws which feed our self-esteem.
I You see, the first thing Christ-does
Ifor-us is to show us all that we are not
'I as" good as we ,thinK we are.,The Christian ideal is a ,standard 'of g,'Udg-
Iment so ,far abov~ ~s th~t it c~ntinuallY
condemns and.purlfles our own ldeals.

I The man who finds peace for his consoience
Iin the fact th~.t he is as good 8.8 even thebest of his nelgh,bors has never seen
I ,
Ithe glory of Gna_
I

!(



IOU remember that when Isaiah saw the Lord
sitting upon. a throne, high and lifted up,
and.hea+d,the seraphim saying ,
"Holy, h91Y"holy is the Lord of hosts;
the whole earth is fUl.1 of' his glory, "-'-: 1

his reaction was " .' ("'1
"Woe.is' me1 If~r' I am.Undone; " '. '..'., ,
for, I am a man o~ unclean lips, .
and I.dwell in, the mid~~ of a peopl~ of
unclean lips,
for'my~s have seen the King,

the Lord of' hostsl"
This is why the true church can never be
a mutual admiration society. ..
The basic. note. in its wo;rship is contrition.
Wemust confess that our be~"t righteous-
ness is but as fil. thy rags. '; I,."

, ,A great theol.ogian of our ~entury"has
said: . . f,

lIThechurch is' not a congregation of, people
who can. pride themselves upon their 'Uni.que
goodness. . .
It is, rather a congregation of' people ,. to
whomthe eternal God has spoke~ and .who
answer the eternal. word in terms.of ..Job1s
contrition I •

II I have llttered things toOwonderf'ul for me,
which I. understOOd not. ' ," .
Wherefore I I abhor myself' and repent, in
dust and 'ashes." . "... ....;.;...;;;.....~~

In '\i'erse '18 Paul retuI;'ns to this 'same
theme saying •. "It is not the man whocom";;
mends himself that 'isaccepted (or appreved}
but the man whomthe·Lord'commend.s~"
Paul warns the fal'se' apostle-s .Ln Cor~th I
and people of all ages that man~s selr-'
commendationhas no value 'at all..
On th,e other ~and, i t i~ a spirt. tuai faul t.(
The only, verd'l.ct on Chr~stian workers '
that l,s important is the one that the Lord
gives. '
Everything depends on his ,"Well done,
good and faithful servant... "Let him who
boasts, boast of the Lord. u
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Illustration I
No one who looks DOWN for his

measurement will ever RISE.
If you would be a good poet,

then donit read fifth rate poets
and say, "I can write better poems
than they do, and therefore
I am a better poet."

Not Read Milton;
Read Shakespeare,;, ~ante.
Go to the Bzzglieh writers of immortal

I thought,
whose drums and trumpets have
sounded clear down through the
ages and generations to this day;
Go to the grandest and noblest of
our thinkers and writers.
Sit in council with them,
and then see if you are not a

dwarf or a pigmy.
It will make you humble to have

high ideals.
Just so, it will make you humble
to have Jesus Christ as your ideal,
rather than to have some poor, weak
follower of His.

If all other men were but !2Yr
feet high, a man of Jive feet would
be considered a giant.If he puts his standard low enough,
a man can always ju~getavorably

about h~m~elf. .- '
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