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THE MEASURE OF A CHRISTIAN
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Introductions J 7 ;(a VoS, 7 =[2,17-/8
Measurements, 7o e ineasyre [eng t&‘éz
; How do you measure a yard? 36 incles JM: Time
( " amile? 5,280 feet -
" & pound? 16 ounces
.. a_day? 24 hours
How do you measure & bameball plazer?
== by his batting average, his offensive
, and defensive ability, - .
How do you measure &_physician, or a lawyer, or a
loyal and patriotic citizen? == By their_record., -

So the only way you can measure & Christiam is by
the record or measurement of his mveral characteristics
as_compared with he standards of God' 8 Livigg and
Wl‘ittaﬂ Word. 2 =3,

ack greond o % ke pRESESE 2 .
I.B False Measure, One amother, 2 Cor, 10:12
A, It is deceptive to compare yourself to one angthers
BsOne boests his ego by comparing himeelf to
( someone else.

CeThe person you select with which to compare yourself
is probably a poor example anyway.

*1‘)_ Pletaters L’L{wt\y/ f,f)z;‘ ‘(i_ 1 “5{:'@/
ol
[I.Practical Measureee
A,The measmme of his £ Rom, 12:3

1.,Faith is necessary for salvation, Eph. 218
2,Faith is necessary to please God, Hebs 1136
3oJesus spoke of

a.Little faith, Mt, 6:30; /7 2¢

bsWeskfaith
-esPeith-as—egrain of mistard-seed, Mtw 17120
deGreat faith, Mt. 8:10
4,Faith cen be increased, Lk, 1735 4 .
):’ faith ic fhe akenve o F 20(@‘;’:@? et &A-
(,
BeThe measure of his LIFE and.WORKS
1,You show yoyr faith by your:life and works for God.

An empty profession of faith without a changed life
is worthless and meaningless.
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CeThe measure of his W_u Tt ‘{ L,.; {7 g
(Attitude is reflected in a generous spirit) .
l.Generosity in- th&—Lord~!-«a~work (

2.Genemsity in troa.tment of others.
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D The weesu €{9{ f_&gf“‘“ﬁ &(L “2“%(’4‘ \’ b

measust ex g ft :
VoThe Idesl Measure, Ephe 4:15,.
The mesasure. of the stature of the fullness of Chrisfe
A.The fullneu of Higﬂfledication to ‘the will & work -
Of God.

B."Thé f'alin’o;suc“f Hfs saeriﬁce )
BoThe fullness of His unselfishnesse

D. The A:cf(dﬁ%f ol H;mse.,l‘?’A 4 ©
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PRAYER: "0 Lord, we have practiced our.excesses long m

enough and followed our fads far enough;
‘help us at last to come bo.ck: ‘bo thy sanity & hamony.
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INTRODUCTION : Whenever we study the ‘true mesnings of th
Christisn faithy it takes unly & short time to get
beyond our @epthe Only little minds, unaware of their
littleness, are willing to ‘say some 'silly thing like‘
"Christianity is just & praStice of the he Golden Rule,

9

I.A False Metsuse,
All dictators can justif‘y their actions by citing

-—% the example of other dictators and lawless men,

The Germen Chancellor made & speech to the Reichstag
in 1914, He saids "Gentlemen, we &re now in a state
of necessity, and_ necessity lkmows ne lawl
Our troops have eccupied Luxemburg, perhapes even have
already entered Belgieam:territory.

(' “Gentlemen; this vielates rules of international lawee.

'The injustice~==1 speek frankly=—ethe injustico which-

‘we_ thus commit we will try to meke gged again as soon

as our militery goal has been achieveds"
Men can never achieve a noble purpose by 1moring
God' s morai-laweWe mast a.bide by it, have faith :ln it,

and pgactioo it‘
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evship Serviée
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I;I.Prnot.ical Moasures.

mirea fellowship with his children. ,

: Faith is the avenue of fellowshipe *

. God has revealed Himself in Ohrist; :
Faith in Christ is the way to fellowship with Gode
Faith in juman reason or in nature is not enou;h. :
Men desecrate _ " the Lord's Day, "’

saying they can- wor:sh:i.pt juat a8 well outaside the church

( as they can inside ite Nature can roll up the

ravelled sleeves of care, anxiety, and weariness,
but the religion of nature cammot anwwer the perplexing
questions of our personal oxiat&nce or reveal %o us

a reconciling Gode: .
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¢ Hu Jc{m) OWzsare — Jesus  Cho I()

We need to sop debating about Jesus Christ and
to start believing in Him end ngg Hime
. S0 mich of the theological controversy of the past
centuries has centered around defining the perssn
of Christe Was he God or man or both?
After we have exhausted our mentdl powerwy we know
that precise statement and full understanding are
impossible. ' To make Jesus:only a deity robs his-im
humanity of eny real meaning and makegthe example of
_hisg life a farcB. But to make him only a good msn
- contradicts the salvation which men find in him
and find nowhere elsee
We will do well to be content with Paul's word thet
God was in Christ, with the assurance that when we
have geen Jesus we have seen God, and with the
confidence that God "hath in these 1ast daye spokem
unto us by Hie Som“ |
,~ When Bertrand masgllj_g__gake_d,Jm_xom.mlly
undorattmd the Ei.ns‘ho.’m theory of relativity? ¢
Do you go with him.all the way?2 he replied,
"1 answer the First quee‘tien_in_wthe ncg&timand t*
the second in the affirmative," -~
~This is what the Christian's faith in Jesus Christ
means, Do we understand him gompletelyld? Nol « -
Osn ‘we set the boundaries about his peraenality? Nod
| Isthere any theological statement which entirely'dm
describes the_person and work of Christ? ‘Nonel
lgut can we accept him as the perfect revelation of God
and the _truth about _men and their .etermal destiny? Yes$
._& we find selvation frem_gin through his sacrifice
/ and realize surpassing peace through accepting his
~_lopdship over our lives? ' Yes! A thousand times, Yes}
“Compared with Christ, in all beside No comeliness I see;
The one thing needful, dearest Lord, Is to be one with The
The_sense of Thy expiring love Into my soul convey;
Thysglf bestow: for Thee along I absolutely pray,
Whatever else Thy will withholds, here grant me to succeed
0 le} _Thyself my portion be, And I em blest indeed} '
_Less than: Thyself will not suffice My comfort to restore:
“More then Thyself I cannot have; And Theu canst_give no

Sk |

_more,"
e Auguatus Mo Toplady. :



‘The background of thls passage. ;
‘Here_Paul exposes the hollow_claims of hls

critics who brazenly try to_displace him

‘and assume leadership of the church at
‘Corinth,

These critics were intruders into the
‘church, who came to Corinth claiming to be
apostles and to have the right to direct
the Corinthian church. In chapter if,
verse 13 he calls them "false apostles,
deceitful workers, transforming themselves
'into the aposties of Christ“ who disguise
themseives by Satanic power so as to
appear to be ministers of righteousness,
‘That'‘s a rather strong indictmentt

‘ They didn‘*t hesitate to_speak highly
of themselves in a boastful and proud way.

”‘_Héy compared themselves with themselves

‘and with others whom they carefully
selected, so as to make themselves Look
| gOOd. (]
‘ This showed that they were without
spiritual understanding.
One with true spiritual understanding
‘doesn t do this.

~ To_measure ourselves by _one anothex
'ls to be blind to the_true standard of
‘goodness which is found only in Christ,
This brings us ALL under judgment.
‘Comparison with others may be fliattering,
but t is false, and the fact that we use
it shows our biindness to reality.,
‘We can always find in_even the best of
peoplie fiaws which feed our_seif-esteem,
w You see, the first thing Christ does
ior us is to show us all that we are not

s good as we think we are,
The Christian ideal is a standard of Judg-
ment so far above us that it continually
condemns and purifies our own ideals,
‘The man who finds peace for his conscience

in the fact that he is as good as even the
hest of his neighbors has ever seen

‘the glory of Goa




You remember that when Isaiah saw the lord
sitting upon a throne, high and liited up,
and heard the seraphim saying

"Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;

the whole earth is fuil of his glory,"
his reaction was ‘ (
"Woe is me! For I am undone;
for I am a man of unclean lips,
and I dwell in the midst of a people of
unclean llps;
for my eyes have seen the King,

the Lord of hoststi™ ——
This is why the true church can_never be
a mutual admiration society.
The basic note in Its worship is contr;t;og.
We must confess that our best righteous-
ness is but as_filthy rags. .
’ A great theclogian of our century has
said; '

“Phe church is not a congregation of Jpeople
who can_pride themselves upon their unlque
goodness.

It is rather a congregation of people to (
whom _the eternal God has_spoken and who
answer the eternal word in_terms of Job‘'s
contrition:

"I have uttered things toowonderful for me,
which I understood not,.

Wherefore I abhor myself and repent in
dust and ‘ashes.”

In verse 18 Paul returns to this same
theme saying, “It is not the man who com-
mends _himself that is accepted(br approved)
but the man whom the Lord commends,*

Paul warns the false apostles in Corinth
and people of all ages that man‘s self-
commendation has no value at all,

On the other hand, it is a spiritual fault,
The only verdiet on Christian workers (
that is important is the one that the_lora
gives,

Everything depends on _his, "Well done,

good and faithful sex vant." “Let him who

boasts, boast of the Iopg




Illustration;

No one who looks DOWN for his
measurement will ever RISE.

If you would be a good poet,
then don‘t read fifth rate poets
and say, "I can write better poems
than they do, and therefore
I am a better poet.”

No! Read Milton;
Read Shakespeare, .. er»Dante,
Go to the Emmiessh writers of immortal
thought,
whose drums and trumpets have
sounded clear down through the
ages and generations to this day;
Go to the grandest and noblest of
- our thinkers and writers.
- Sit in council with them,
and then see if you are not a
dwarf or a pigmy.
It will make you humble to have
high ideals,
Just so, it will make you humble
to have Jesus Christ as your ideal,
rather than to have some poor, weak
- follower of His.

If all other men were but four
feet high, a man of five feet would
be considered a giant.

If he puts his standard low enough,
a man can always judgefavorably
about himself,





