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"THE JOINTS OF THE OOnY"

"Fromwhom(that is, Christ; under his control), t.he
whole body f'itly ~oined tog~ther (adjusted) and
compacted (united, knit together) b,y that which every

(
10int supplieth, according to (in proportion to) t.he

ef'f'ectual working in the measure of' every part,
maketh increase (buil-ds it.self' up) gf' i\selt;. 1'_ ~ t2-.
in (through) love." cpl>. Y, : 16 K;Jtf cN £B e rt'C-f(" ~
mvel" b&J,e., k<lrJ~rcc..+~r..)

INTRODUCTION:Paul here uses the idea of' the growth of thE
humanbody to illustrate the gr9~tn of' tQe church.

Aft),12S 'f1 ct'VlI'veV'sQI C41/1vtA q~ -ro 'ffll.. LQCAl et-t~.
IoAs a Body, the church is madeup of' a great varietl of'

componentparts. ~
1.The joints l'U .wJ> IBI 1 IS ligaments ~ hold the

whole body together.
2. It is not one clumsy mechanical piece, '*1thout ei thE

parts or joints, but a body of numerous organs for thE
acoomplishment of dif'ferent services.

Every joint. is to supply so~hing, but
every joint is not. to supply the same thing.
, •. Let no one belittle "church work'! as if' it were
opposed to true spiritual Christian service.

The members,and ,organizationa'of' the church must
fUnction f'or the service of' the. body i tsel£'.

The body has to serve. i tsel£' bef'ore it can be
usefUl to others.

The church must be in ~ heal]hy oondition inter-
nally, strong and vigorous, before it can be the
phy~x~ ..•pf a,sin-sick world.

4. InX~G'ttody we f'ind the learned professor,
and by his side the kindergarten ohild;
the, scientist lecturing on the plants, animals,
atdnS, and stars --~g~ioft& Pliades,--
and by his side one who hardly understands that the
earth is round but knows that he is ~ poor lost
'sinner and that Ohris~,..gir.d to save him.

_5~ One memberof tlfi1.'ABOiJ~"dwells amon~reenland's
f ) icy mountains, another on India Is coral strands,

and another unde~ F1or~dals sunny skies;
one wears the, black skin ~ the, Af'rioan.
another the.~ skin of the American Indian,
one the yellow skin of the, Ohines~ and
ano'her the white skin of the Oaucasian;



but all alike are membersof the, Bodyof Ohrist,
"whether Jews or Gentiles, bond or freell.,
fellow heirs of the same bodyo•• ,
and all, one in Christ Jesus."

(
Il. The Joints of the Bodymight represent the Various
,.Organizations, boards, committees, and officers, twla,
of the Church. ' Me.YlI\OeY'.s

Each part must do its share.}.v e.vecy Ut:,()sf-rffA.f&'.+ ft17+
"the measure ot every part"~ ( ,th$l)u..~-t ti.JAe acl-/-
"that which each joint supplieth"~vlf:f ()"? ea.<:h. rlirf-.

1.The,deacons - servants of the church in spiritual thhg
2.The. Trustees - the legal otficers of the corporation,

as required b,y the laws of the state.
Responsible for the physical properties ot the eh,

,.The Sunday School - Bible teaching, enlisting and
winning people to Christ, the church & Bible study.
(includes D.V.B.S.)

4.Th~ \'I.M.g. - women's organization tor missionary edu-
cation, prayer, support & service in missions at

(home and abroad.
).Brotherhood - a service organization enlisting the

talents of the laymen of the church in support ot
the program ot the church. .

6.The _. - Train~g in church membership-~eJ...vreh.
7•The Olerk-Ke~r~ oFFiVo..( rec<ards Il'-Lj. De.rt-,
8. Trea:sUrEir-/<E:e.f.s: ft-oPonC/o../ q-eeod.s
9~MusicDepartment
lO.Youth dept. +
1l.Kindergartenjch,tc{rtf>c.s ~p. .
12.:1' Jg:M Committee .,.." Sfc;-A~t1!:J..( r
l,.Other standing committees
l4.Special committees

III.Although the Bodyhas. many parts it is ,a cQum,actorganiJ
:uniW, and each part must work in conjunction with

all the rest.
:f )l.The whole body grows by every part growing;

the whole body develpps as every part does its part.
2.The whole church grows by every membergrowing and

doing his part in conjunction with all the others.
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;.This rule, as applied to the local church,
would mean that the. church would have ju at as man;v
workers as there are members.

The pasta r with a church 0 f 400 memberswould ha'
400 devoted helpers and workers;---
all working together ~-then ftth~ whole b9dygrows through the due activ1t~ of each parand builds lt~elf up in love. t

4. There are certain requirements f'or health, growth
and effeotive service of the body: _
A.Each organ and joint must be in its ~roper place.

No one else can fill your place.
No Christi~'s life is lived by proxy.
If' your work is done by someoneelse,

then your work is not done at all.
B.Each organ and joint must have its particular and

proper work assigned to ito
00 They must be regularly ~ faithfully exercised.
Do There must be a oommonsympathyend harmony

.between all the_members of' the body.
(l).Mutual cooperation and assistance
(2)QLoye&. rflspept for one apother: The churchcan buil~ ~tself up'10 love.\
(;).Oonstant forbearinLwith one-another.
(4).Working for the good of the.whole body.

E.Subordination tbethe policies of th~ body.
(1).All the parts in the organization of the body

are subordinate, and intended for
the increase of the whole body.

(2).The whole body is. dependent upon its HeaLfor
its order and resources. "On Him (Christ)1
the whole body dependls." .
Christ is the Head of the BodY

'tlf _the church is th~ lhdy of Christ, then
A.Nomemberof this Bodymust de? anything that
. Jesus would not have done whe~ was on the earta.:
B.Every memberof this Bodymust be.ready. willing, !

and_eager to do what Jesus would do in His or
\ her place today.
I
6.EVERY OHUROH SIDULD BE A BAND OF. MISSIONARIES.

The.multitudes of the saved should_~out after
the. multitudes who are not saved.

What is. needed is more of that life-giving, vitalizing
fire of God's Holy Spirit which will arouse every
Christian to earnest. consecrated, 8Oul-winning workt;'
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THEJOINTS OF THEBODY' ,
Here 'Paul g) ves a physiological metaphol
taken from the picture'of the human bod~
Ancient medi.caf doctors re'gard.ed the
head as the center and source of all
the vi tal 'forces' of the body. .: , I

The-head' was supposed 'to supply th.e
body with all that it requires. :for
health and growth. ,
It was more than just the s¢at~f the

. intelligence.'. ,
In Colossians 2119 B.f1d '£Vll. l+:-16 !

'tnis metapnor 1.8 usee regarding i~le
f'unctd ona o r th~ boc;1Y,and all its' ';I

jo~nts ana parts' as, being fulil..y , '
dependent 'on the head. .
The church is pictured as the BOdy o'f
Christ, and Christ ~~ the he~d Of the
Body or. the Head .of the church ,,
The Head is absolutely predominant
over the Body., '
If the head is s~parate~ :from the boq.y
there can be no).i;fe or ,growtlt ~n the
body at all. None whatsoever. ,

This teaches us that Chris~ianity
is more than a' moral code.
It is- living fellowship with Christ. '
Christiani ty is more than a the6'log'y.
It is a living"lliliou W.L.thCn;r:l.st. ",' ,
The church' not only ,gets its unity"
from Christ, but·also:its growth,
its spiritual power~ it~ moral guidance,
and its abil:i ty to. 'fulfill GodIS'
redemptive 'will' tot: the 'world,. ,

• Several thiha§.. are implied ;in :this • "
~a). It is, Go , not the human.membersnip
or leaderShip of the church, who Supplies
the, life and power lby which the church

• ., 1
, grows.

(b) •.This growth of the cnurcn is not
merely growth in.numbersl, prestige:-
influence" ' or'acti vity , oy human" ,

standards of progress.



Growth in numbers and ,other things~
,come also, but it is primarily
spiritual growthi~ vital union with
Christ"and in Christian maturity which

. is meant he,re•.
The most important question is 'not (
merely growth in .numbers, .or in:
addi tions t'o the church, or in finan-
cial income.
The most important thipg is whether.or
not the church conforms to the divine
nature and will. whether it is ful- '
fillingGod~s purpose for his chUrch,
whether th-. "gosp.el·is .being faithfully
proclaimed from pulpit, Sunday SchoQl
classrooms, homevisitation, and daily
witnessing whereve~ its members:'·rub,
sho~lders with unsaved'people during
the week. .
Our job is :to befai thf'ul and leave
the resul~s ~it~ God. .
Wecan 'onlysolf the seed and water i·t, ,('
but it is Godwho.gives the' increase. . (
Let's just be faithful:inour part
and trust the Holy Spirit tO,do his
part. , ~ .'
(c) Another les.son-we learn from this
physiologlealmetapho~,is the inter-'
dependence of the membersof the body
in receiving and passing on the
spIri tual life fro~ ghl1ist aUI: Head.
We are not only. rQce~vern'rof ,blessings
and. strangth -and noux:ishment from'
Christ, but we are each one 'channels'
sharing through oneanother:thes." vital
forces whichoome ultimately f'rOhi. '
Chrls t' our Head.
This emphasis ~and,meaning is given
through the. two phrases ttby every joint
withLwh~ch.it is supplied" and
"when each part is work:imrproperly.!f
Ones'!lggested meaning of "joint" is
the more general word. "c'ontact. ".
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The literal translation would then "be .--
"through every contact of the supply" Ithis would suggest the way in which the
vital forces of divine life and strength
make their way thro~~~e body of thechurch by !'.!l endlessA~etween the members
of the body in a truly Christian relationwith each other.
But this is true ohly when "each part

is.working properly."
"Properly" here translates the·originalphrase I'en metro", Iiterally .tin-m.asur.~We might paraphrase it, It through,'the
working of every several part in its
appointed measure."

5<:6"7 rI-~mJ bCiCJ«~.J06iWith this~in mind now let us look athow these several joints and ligaments
of the body of Christ, the Church,
werk together to meet needs and do theLord's work in the community and world.~




