"THE JOINTS OF THE BODY®

"From whom (that is, Christ; under his control), the

whole body fitly joined together (adjusted) and

compacted (united, knit together) by that which every
foint eupplieth, according to (in proportion to) the
(  effectual working in the measure of every part,

meketh increase (builds itself ug) gf itself, ,

in (’t.hrou h) love,"Eph chfers &=
much i +er {:‘e:ns'{cc(mi\)

INTRODUCTION: Paul here uses the idea of the growth of the
human body to illustrate the gro [l‘bh of ’c e church,

Agphies f1 H’mu/(r&cx? Chwh aod 6 e hecal Clucd

I.As a Body, the church is made up of a great variety of
component parte,

1,The joints reciifcsanione ligamente -tiwet hold the
whole body together.

20 It is not one clumsy mechanical pieoe, Without eithe
parts or joints, but_a body of numerous orgens for the
accomplishment of different services.

Every joint is to supply somthing, but
every joint is not to supply the same thinge
3, _Let no one belittle "church work" as if it were
opposed to true spiritual Christian service.

The_members and orgsnizationsdof the_ church mist
_function for the_service of the body itself,

The body has to serve itself before it can be
useful to_others,

The church must be in a healthy condition inter-
nally, strong and vigorous, before it can be the
phy?;i‘%i f a sinegick world.

4y In,H dy we find the learned professor,
and by his side the_kindergarten child;
the_scientist lecturing on the plants, animals,
atoms, end stars == -Orien—&Plieades,~-
and_by his side one who hardly underatande that the
earth is round but knows that he is a poor lost
sinner and that Ghr:.st. g ?d to_save hinme

5 One member of this,‘ §

(| iey mountains, enother on_India's coral atrands,
and another under Florida's sunny skies;
one wears the black skin of the African,
enother the red skin of the American Indian,
one the yellow skin of the Chinese, and
anoher the white skin of the_Caucasians




but_all alike are members of the Body of Christ,
Ywhether Jews or Gentiles, bond or freeiii,
fellow heirs of the same bodycees

and all one in Chrigt Jesuse"

7

(
Ile The Joints of the Body might represent the Various
Organizations, boards, committees, and officers, aud
of the Church. _Mermbers
Each part must do its ahare. e""‘y c,;,mh-{uea+ Pfcﬂ'
"the measure of every part"= < Sé—%" due acti-
"that which each joint supplieth®5, 'rf..,, o each part.
l.The deacons = servants of the church in apiritual thhg
2.The _Trustees = the legal officers of the corporation,
as required by the laws of the statd,
Responsible for the physical properties of the che
3.The_Sunday School = Bible teaching, enlisting and
winning people to Christ, the church & Bible study.
(includes D.V.B.S.)
4,The W.M.¥., = women's organization for missionary edu=-
cation, prayer, support & service in missions at
7 home and abroad.
5eBrotherhood = a service organization enlisting the
talents of the laymen of the church in support of
the program of the church,
6eThe BEERN. - Train@ng in church membership - church
7.The Clerk--Keeps fecie| records Thg Dept,
8. Treasurer-— Keegs froanciel Tecoits =
9.Music Department
10eYouth depte
11.Kindergarten/Childctn's Pept:
12, Budzet Committee cn _Stcwordship
13,0ther standing committees
14.8pecial committees

[II.Although the Body has many parts it is_a compact organis
unity, and_eesch part must work in conjunction with
all the reste.
{  |1The whole body grows by every part growing;
the whole body develpps as every part does its part,
2.The _whole church grows by every member growing and
doing his part in conjunction with all the others,




3¢This rule, as applied to the local church,
workers as there are members,

The pastor with a church of 400 members would ha

400 devoted helpers and workersj—=-
all working together --~then "the whole boedy
grows through the due activity of each par
and builds tgelf up in love."
4, There are certain requirements for health, growth
and effective service of the bodys S
A.Each organ and joint must be_in its proper place.
No one else can fill yvour places
No Christian's life is lived by proxye.
If your work is done by someone else,

then your work is mot done at all,

BeEach organ and joint must have its_particular and
proper work assigned to ite

Co They must be_regularly & faithfully exercised,

Do There must be a common sympathy eand_ harmony

‘between all the members of the bodye

(1)eMutual cooperation and assietanc‘;h AR

2)cdove &. for one anothers e church

( )é'an ‘rmi.liﬂlJ itself up in love.

(3)eConstant_forbearing with one enothere

(4)eWorking for the_good of the whole bodye

EeSubordination tbzthe policies of the body.

(1)sAll the parts in the orgenization of the body
are subordinate, and intended for
the increase of the whole body.

(2)eThe whole body is_dependent upon its_Head for
its order and resources, "On Him (Christ)
the whole body depends.”

Christ is the Head of the Body.
Helf the church is the_Body of Christ, then
A.No member of this Body must do anything that
Jesus would not have done when He was on the earth.
BoEvery member of this Body must be ready, willing,
and _eager to do what _Jesus would do in His or
her place todaye
6oEVERY CHURCH SHOULD BE A BAND OF MISSIONARIES.
The multitudes of the_saved should_go out after
the multitudes who are not saved,
What is needed is more of that life-giving, vitalizing
fire of God's Holy Spirit which will_arouse every

Christian to earmest, consecrated, soul=winning work.
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THE JOINTS OF THE BODY

Here Paul gives a_physiological metapho:
taken from the picture of the human body
Ancient medical doctors regarded the
head as the_ center and source of &ll
the _vital forces of the body.
The head was supposed to supply the
body with all that it requires for
health and growth,
It was more than just the seat ‘of the
. lntelllgence.
In Colossians 2:19 angd &ph, 4:16
tnis mevapnor 15 usea regarding tne
functions ot the body and ali 1ts '
joints ana parts as being fully =
dependent on the head,
The cnurch is plctured as the Body of
Christ, and Christ is the head of the
Body or the Head of the church,
The Head is absolutely predominant
over the Bodz
If the head is separated from the body
there can be no life or growth in the
body at all. None whatsoever.
This teaches us that Chrlstlanlty
is more than a moral code. ,
It is_living fellowship with Christ,
Christianity is more than a theology.
It is a_living wiion wieh Cnrist,
The church not only gets its unity
from Christ, but also'its growth,
its_spiritual power, its moral guidance,
and its ability to fulfill God's
redemptive will for the world.

Several things are implied in this;:
a).It is God, not the human membership
or leadership of the church, who Supplies
the_life and power }by which the church
grows e
(b).This growth of +the caurch ig_not

merely growth in number§% prestige,
influence, or activity, by human
standards of progress,




Growth in numbers and other things may
_come also, but it is_primarily
spiritual growth in vital union with

Christ and in Chrlstlan maturity which
is meant here,
The most important questlon is not
merely growth in numbers, or in
_additions to the church, or in finan-
cial income,
The most important thing is whether or
not the_church conforms to the divine
nature and will, whether it is ful-

£illing God's purpose for his churech,

whether the gospel is being faithfully
proclaimed from pulpit, Sunday School
classrooms, home visitaticn, and daily
witnessing wherever its members rub
shoulders with unsaved peopla durlng
the week.,

Qur job is_to be faithful and leave

the results with God.,
We can only sow the seed and water it,
but it is God who gives the increase,
Let's just be faithful in our part
and trust the Holy Spirit to do his
part.

(¢) Another lesson we learn from this
physiological metaphok is the inter-
dependence of the members of the body
in receiving and passing on the
spiritual life from Christ our Head.
We are not only receivers of_blessings
and strength and nourishment from
Christ, but we are each one channels
sharing through one another these vital
forces which come ultinately from
Christ our Head,

This emphasis and meaning is given
through the two phrases "by every joint
withi which it is supplied” and

"when each part is working properly."
One suggested meaning of "joint" is
the more general word "contact.”




The_literal translation would then be
*through every contact of the supply";
this would suggest the way in which the
vital forces of divine life and strength
make their way thro the body of the
church by =1 endlessAbDetween the members
of the body in a truly Christian relation
with each other.
But this is true only when "eadr part
is working properly.”

"Properly"” here translates the original
phrase "en metro”, literally "in measure!
We might paraphrase it, "through the
working of every several part in its
appointed measure."

scspfosel annd'
With thls/‘in mind“now let us look at
how these several joints and ligaments
of the body of Christ, the Church,
work together to meet needs and do the
Lgrd's work in the community and world.






