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\mAT !S. YOUR YERDICT?

/1'\ h ;~.'1~z.t:J/'

INTRODUCTION:Every· week thousand a of c1tizen s form
hundreds of_juries acrpss the· length and.breadt.h

, of this great land to hear the evidence and- lWEIr render· a ver~ict,concerning the guilt or innocence
of ope .ot,·their peerls who is on, trial befo.re them.
The right to t,..ial by a jury of'. onel S. 0\'10 peers is
one of the most sacred rights hand.ed down :to· us
from our heritage of llhgli sh commonlaw • .Even one
wh.o...:..i-s-ca.lleLa-'!.he.lp-lfss "leg.eta-Dh " and accused
of- strangling terrorized womenhas a right -to· ~
fair trial. Even one. wl10commits, mass murders in
a,~ea)).ty parlor or from a '1-101 v.ersity towel: i 9 entii tl«
to hear th.everdict from·an impartial jurY,-ofhis
f'ellow pihzens. It is a aerdous and .solemn· re.spon-
sibiiity to bold t~e fate. of another person in lour
handa in this wayo ..- ~ . .
But we are called upon. to answer the quest~Q.tl_~
"\'lhat.·is your v,erdi~t?~' in se_ver~l-way-s in.our Ufe,
\1hich are outsid.e th'e courtroom. .

((

(

I.\fe must g~v~ ~ v·erdict· about 3lny th.ings in life.
·1.1llha.t we think of our :t\mEtr1.caD:lay of '.Life.. ,

I~ it. a' goed thing for peopl e to dec,ideabout: :their
own con,stirtution andi.govern, themselv.es? ',.

'" ~'. .,1.., \.J .'
Ie ita good thing for people to have the r.i.ght to

elect· their own governmental Jead,ers in a free
eleption, with oppos-ition. parties freely allowed,
without terrorism or. violence?

I s it .a good ~hing ;for .people to have something
like the Bill of' Rights, wJth .~ll of it,s freedoms
guaranteed and secure~? ~

Is it a good thing for people to have a legal
process through which they can make changes in their
government, rather than for a vocal and powerful
minority to impose its will by force or otherwise?

What is your verdict about a free and democratic
~-Iayof life founded on moral law and eternal prin-
ciple~f justice and freedom and the dignity and
\-Iorth of the individual?
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2. Jt.~must give a verdiot about moral and ethioal
standard So

, !sit a' good 'thing ,for people ~o follow, the
princi'p1e tna~' lIanything goe'sll 'in the realm 'of
morality? '," , ," / (

: Iia it ~ ac c epbabI'e to' condone Boci'al .
'!?tanda'rd S' ofJ;th'e'lowestcomnolm denominator, .o'r i'8 'tt
p08's~ble ,tor people' to'di,8cov,e,r ce'rtaln -=,...,~l.L
of' nght and" \.frong? , ,- " ", . (;I. .a,I""5- sfw1~11

Is promiscuity in sex, even' 'tfhough"engaged :in
"',dthollt berm or 'd:isre!;1pect;' ~a deairable' as' the'
Ohristian standard of' 1'imi tation o-fsexual acitiv1 ty
wi thin the bound's of' thel'~a.ri tal ut1ioni'! " ' ,

Vie'mlgh~ Yle~i"'Crl.1;i'cize c'er~a.~n a:apects" 'of llhe
Puri tai legalist'io ~$~Bt~T and the Vi~t9r'ian

-' ('pru'di en morality" 'but surely they' were' closer to true
, , god'lin'e'se than th'e modern display of the neW .. ')

1. hi hId h 1 ' tc y.)1 'Z. 'mora ~ty w ch as e to sock ng sexual orgles
which would make the Greek God Bacchus blush with
shame', ~nicker13" and giggl'e~;,' and sup er'fiC?i'al ,
~ophi~ticated' si~es~ipes"a~ the ~o~ce.lied "o~d,
fashioned traditHmal'is'tslt who are try'in'g to (\
stem the tile ~f immorality, will not change the
basic tuth known to his/torians like' HoG; ~el1s and

,other'S that iil48 Ro~-tJ:.~~~~ great
'.c:i,~l.~liz!il19ns periah' ao't because of Qutward pressure
~lon,e but. le:r}?;e!,y''b'ecau'se o'r ,intsrn8,i" <lecaY', and
corruption., , ' ( " ' . /

Are we vlilllng to stand up and 'be' counted' and
say ohe and a'll '"tha."ti"therte' aX-'s'moTal and, ethi:bal
standards 1I,hich are still'valid in an era ofvbar-e
breasted~i"'~ wal,tres8~s, crooked congress-
men, and oheating oadet/s?, i' ( , , '

Christians need to learn'to avoid temptations
rather than'to invite'them. So~eon~lsaid, '
"Tempt.at ions that are' courted wi>!lconquer , 11

But' if youres t st and are'stin 'cverconeby the
power of t~mptat ion, you shou I? Plot'despa~r •.' '()
for God stIll loVes you. And If you are Indeed

-Hving a'noble moral life, perhaps you should not
take too much pride in-t.hi s , for youmay be
"Up and out" and need Jesus as 'ttie"down and out; 11

Remember that life at its best is never good enough,
and life at its worst is never hopeless.



WHAT IS YOUR VERDICT AOOUT JESUS CHRIST?
Mt. 16:13-18

( INTRODUCTION: In a secluded spot far from curious
and hostile eyes, Jesus asked the twelve men who had
been with him from the beginning this surprising
question: "Who do men say that I am?" Simon Peter,
acting as spokesman for the group, replied: "Men are
not agreed in their opinion concerning you; some say
one thing, some another. But they are _all agreed
that you are 9: great man, worthy to be ranked with
the greatest of the prophets." That answer fe11
across the Master's face like a shadow.

Then, looking earnestly into the eyes of his
apostles, Jesus put this question, "Who do YOU say
that I am? II Again, it was Simon Peter who made the
reply; "You are the Messiah, the Son of the living
God."
And THAT answer fe11 1ike a sunbeam across the face
of Jesus, "Blessed are you, Cephas; out of men like

( you, and on the confession you have just made, I
will build my church, and the forces of destruction
wi 11 never overcome it."
I. Two opinions of Jesus Christ:

A. trOm the day of that conference near the
city of Caesarea Philippi. on the Mediterranean
coast of the Holy Land, to the present, there have
never been but two basic opinions concerning Jesus
of Nazareth. It may seem that there have been
hundreds of ideas of his person, but all these can
be reduced to 1WO.

2. According to the other opinion, he is the
MESSIAH, the desire of nations, the Son of the
Eternal, the unique Son of God, the only one of his
kind, "unparalleled," the second person of the
divine trinity.

1. According to ONE, Jesus is a man, a great
man, towering like Mt. Everest above the other
peaks; but only 9: man: a Palestinian Socrates, or
Confucious, or Buddha, but still a man.(
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From its beginning, the christian church has
held the higher of these two opinions. Of course,
the lower conception of Jesus as a mere man is
easier to grasp. If Jesus is only a man of great
genius, only an exceptionally noble teacher, we can
underet.and him better. But if he stands in a class
by himself, and if he combines in his person
attributes of both God and man, he creates a problem
and a challenges for us.

However, we are not after easier conceptions;
be are after the TRl..JTII. It may be necessary- to
adopt the higher and the more difficult conception
to explain the facts of Christ's miraculous birth,
life, miracles, death, and resurrection, all of
which must be accounted for.

"Who do men say that I am? \vhodo YOU say that
I am?" These questions are inescapable.
Christ compels a verdict.
Life can not be lived at its triumphant best until
we make up our minds about HIM.

( C. It is a fact that Jesus lived a fully human
life.

This may seem to you to be obvious, but it was
not to all of the first followers of Christ.
Immediately after the ascension the church had to
deal with the heresy which claimed that Jesus only
pretended to be human-that he was a God
masquerading as a man.
The early church had to fight, NOT for the DIVINITY
of Jesus, but for his HUMANITY. Some doubted that
he was a real man and said that he only SE8MED to
possess a human body, and to suffer and to die.
The church has rightly fought that heresy
vigorously.

Our problem today may be the opposite.
Few doubt that Jesus was truly human,
with a human body 1ike our own;
that he grew hungry and weary, and experienced all
our human emotions.
True humanity is not a denial of divinity.

We start, then, with this truth-
that he lived, that he was truly human,
that he understands our frailty,
and our temptations and trials.

(
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But church history and our christian

experiences tell us that he is more than human.
He is a transcendent personality,
God in the flesh.
Christian conviction has taken Simon Peter's words
and affirmed, "You are the Christ, the Messiah, the
Son of the living God."

As Paul declared, in his tremendous phrase, "in
him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bcxiily."
We claim that He is the King of Glory and the
incarnation of God Himself.
He himself was unmistakably aware that he was both
human and divine.
"I am the way, the truth, and the life.." he said.
Either this is intolerable egotism, or madness, or
it is the truth.
He associated himself in a unique way with God.
"I and the Father are one," he said.
He came to this world as the incarnate God
to be the Savior of the world.

(
D. In what way then is Christ the Savior?

Let's try to express it simply and definitely;
Christ is the Savior because he changes men and
women, boys and girls, who commit themselves to him,
and to his way of thinking of God, of mankind, of
his church, and of 1.ife.
Christ forgives all of their sins on the basis of
their repentance and faith, and he calls and
empowers all his children, men, women, boys, and
girls, to serve him, to proclaim his gospel to
others, and to minister in his kingdom as the Spiritleads them indiviro~ally. And with each call to
serve and minister comes the call to PREPARE to give
our very best to him.
Jesus is the Savior because he shows us God.
He is the Lord of his harvest because he alone
deserves our full and complete allegiance.

Jesus said, "He that has seen me ...has seen the
Father." We don't lay hold of this concept of the
deity and Lordship of Jesus, so much as we are laid
hold of by this idea.
Then, and only then, we are saved from all
loneliness, despair, guilt, and inadequacy.
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II. Two ways for the be 1iever to go after becoming
a Christian:

A. Give him a minor place or a marginal place in
( your 1ife .

Many Christians seem to do this.
They profess to trust Christ as their Savior. Only
God himself knows for sure whether or not they
really do this or not. They seem be be enthusiastic
about living for the Lord for awhile, but their
enthu'3iasm cools, and their faithfulness diminishes,
and they take the easy road and drift away and seem
to 103e interest in spiritual things. They are like
the rocky ground in the parable of the sower.

B. Or, on the other hand, you can really make
Jesus the Lord and Master of your 1ife, and.ACT in
accordance with your profession.

Pilate said, "What, then. shall I do with
Jesus?" You must not only DECIDE or give your

( verd ict; about Jesus; you must IX)something about
him. You must tru~t him or reject him.
Whenever you come face to face with Jesus Christ,
you face the greatest moral challenge of your life.
You never realize just how great it is until we come
within a genuine personal christian experience.
Only as we freely consent to follow Christ and live
with Christ can we come to know who he really is.

You cannot know who Christ really is until you
come within his circle. There is a self-
authenticating quality about him. But each one of
us must find it for ourself and decide that verdict
and unconditionally surrender our heart and life in
the privacy of the inner life. No one else can mw<e
that decision and commitment for us.

( CONCLUSION: The conclusion of the matter is found
in the words of the writer Emil Ludwig concerning
the task of making a literary personality live.
He said, "If an author is to make a subject live, he
must live with him. think with him, and eat with
him. Unless you have a certain mad. furious and
passionate relationship to your subject. you can
never make him live in the minds of others."



-
NowI say, isn't this OURchallenge as christians.
to live so close to Jesus Christ. and to get to know
him so welL so intimately. so passionately. that ve

( can make him live in the minds and lives of others
with whomwe associate day by day?

Ask. "Whois this Jesus? Whodo YOUsay he is?
What is your verdrct.?"

Then. "Wnat will you to about, him? II

In the RIGI-ITANSWER.the RIGHTVERDteI'-.;--and in
the RIGI-ITDECISION,and the RIGI-ITCO.fIIIMITMENT.is the
power of God for the remaking of your 1He and the
remaking of our generation for the glory of God.
If we render the right verdict and do the right
thing about Jesus Christ. then what was important to
him wi11 be important to us. What were the two very
important things Jesus left for his followers after
his ascension. The NewTestament was NOTone of
these two things. The books of the NThad not been

~ written then. What were these two things?
\ One was the Holy Spirit. He se id, "WhenI depart, I

will send the Comforter to you. 11 The second
important thing was the Church.

He said. "Upon this rock (the rock of confes-
sion that he is the Son of the Living God, and so
the Lord of All) I will build my church.
And so, upon his confessing followers, upon US and
our CONFESSIONof his deity and lordsh ip. he is
still building his church today. If you want to be
a Pill"t in the continuing ministry of building his
church, a moderate church. not given to extremes,
not chained to the past, not requirir~ you to sub-
merge your intelligence under ancient superstitions.
yet confessing boldly the deity and. lordship of
Jesus Christ. then come and be a part of us and a
part of this great work for the glory of God. Come
now while we rise and sing.

(
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II.1t/hat"is Your Yerqi'ct About, Je,6Us Chris't?·

, I "/If!~i /J,,Ii 'S - III
l " I " !. j • ..•. • ~', .

In a secluded spot far from curious and~hostile

(
eyes, J eaus asked th!:L twelve men wh6 had been with

Him from th? b~g}nning .this su~p~~sil]g ,,question:
,:'Who do men saY,that' ~ram?1l("#I'l', /t.!f3)' ,

,.Sim9lJ feter, "'~ct~ngaa"spoke~man fQ.r the',group, .
replie~ t,/ "J(1en.~a:r.~not ~gree?,( in theit:o~illf?h:cqn~
c ernf ng yO~Lsome say one, thtng, sorhe al)9thed '. .... ,,' -'. , i ,I ' ,

But they;ar~,.all agreed. :that: You are a great l~an, '
~""o;r(tr.y ,to"be, r~n~ep wi th ~he greatest, of' 1ihe prophets.

, That an swer., f',e11 a,croes 'the Mast'er' s, f'ac e like a. "
shad,ow.,Then, 190~,ing -earnestly into theeye'S'~of'
hi:s men,:He;p'u;tt~i~~.ue~ti'o~': "ir{~:say'Y~ th~t ,1 'aIt!?'!
Ag~;Pi t, ,:~s, S1mop,Pete,r who,made ~he' rep'1Y:,.GV$, d_
"!p.g~~are the Me aai.ah .• the So'n of the living GQd."
And, that answer f'elllike a sunbeam across the f'ace
of Jesus. "BIe'ssed ar e 'Y~U6'Simon; out 9f men: like
yo\:+~and ~n the work of t,he :Opnfession you have, made,
I will bUJ.ld: my church, and 'the forcea of d&-struc-

( ~ti~n \1111 ,ne~e.r, ov.er-come ~t;li'

"/:Fr~m 'the day of 'that conf'e~ence near (the 'city 'of
Oa eaa nea ,Philippi tpthe present',. 't'here have "never
been" but two ,opinions cQn.cernin!t J'es~s of Nazareth.
I:t;.,ill.ay:aeemd::ba~_ th,ere, hav etbeent hund r ed a of' ideas
ofHispe.~son, but, a'1:!' :t~ege 'can be reduced \0 two.
According to one, 'Jesus is!~ man',a great 'man,'
t(i)wering,li\~e Mt. ,Evbrest above the other peaks]
but only a man: a Palestinian.Soc~ates, or Confucius,
or Buddha, but ~.l, a ·m~. 'r,,' ,','.,

According to the other opinion; He, i,s ~he' Messiah,
tbe' dasire of natn.on s, the Son of" the Eternal,
the unique Son of God, "\.lnparalleled,'II' .
~1!tx«pr~ntGfs:.RK!iJXDol:x:~~ltGfIr.n]d:ft .,

lo-' From the ]:>eginni,ng, the Christian church has held\

(
i thei himher .of' these two opinions.' Say what. you, will

\,about the; ,ancient, creeds; you m~st admit, tnat' they i

maintained ~teadfastlyt theUniq~en.esa,thediVinitY'j
"and the .aavf.orhood of' Christ. ' .. ' ~ , . , ,
..•,,-_. t', '
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.' 1:J",8elieve••• in. Jesus Chri~t his otl1y Son our ,Lord: •••
• M 91tteth on the right hand of' God the Father .

i Almighty, n is the. trium~ha~t assertion of the
I ,~Ilostles' Creed. r, "

"I ,believe in one,L9rd Jesus Cqrist, -'the only., (
begotten Son of' God; Begotten of,:hi s Father before )

At!' " ~

all worlds, qod of' Go~, Ligh,:t>'of'L~ght. Ver:y Goa of'
f..' _ J \. \. • ,-r., ,., ~

V~ry God; Bego~ten. not ~de;'Being of' one substance
\ ~ ( I " " •. \ ,

with the Father ••• " Howthat language soarS!
It is' the, Nicene Cre'edj , it is th'e ancirit church'
la,bpJ'ing to sa~~gJ:tar~ ita, profound conv1'ction' con--
cernfng Ch,ri$t~", Now,I tl'rl.nk ve ~~.n'\.£13e more cO!Lt..~-
E-0rll!:Ytanguage, ana ;M~S, to :e)Cpre8~'our', f'ai thtoday,
b~~,wha~ the Nicene\'Oree~ was' ,dr~v'ing<at in the '

- '.'" . \ If", " . , ' T

Language of Jt,s,Oml day, ,'is m'y'f'aith; and it is the
, f'aith of the'vast majority 'of' Chrf5at5:ans'today.
\.- .. '.' , , , ' '" ~' ,

". 'r ..
, Of' cour-se, ,th,e ,lowerconc~ption or, Jesus as a mere

man is. easier to' grasp.' If' Jesus 'is only a 'man of'
gentua, only an ,exceedingly noble. Teacher, we can
understand Him better.. But 'if he stand s in a'o:laas
by himself, and ,if' he 'combinas in his natu'r:e att'ri-(
butes .of both, God and man, he c.reates a problem; ,
he presents .a .challenge. '.. ,
.How~ver, we ar e 'n~'t af'ter e~aiet .conoeption s;
we are after. the. truth.' ,It. ~y "be 'neceSsary. to
,adopt, the higl:Jer and the mor-eldifficult conceptaen
to' explain the ;iPh-ePt>mt:4.~·n''8: ,wh.i~hmust be accounted for., ,~c.r,or ~.,C..· .' ... , ,

, ' liW~Il~;~')~1tl1at i"am? :'W~;~~~that lam?~
'. ....• t. - f t ,....., '1. r :.r

The, question is inesoapa lHe. ' , " , "
,eprit~Lcompels .s,verdic~.,' ,. t

l~hatis your verdict? '.
Lifet cannot be .lived at its triumphant be'st until'
we make up our minds about Him'.

I •• .' ~~ :



&h~~H-ecttml C1ept1f~~&
.AJ~~i-a......u.t.e-"afrd-.m.e-s-Be:~e:t-;-ha:ve
,.,merked MnrtO---thi.~---.i:t:l.eompa-ra-&l.e.' .'

ieJesus,lived a:fully:.humanlif~,., ,'. :_

(This may seem to you to be ovvious, put. i t ~~
t: not to the first :f'ollowers of Btlrist.
Immediately the chu~ch h~~ jo\.d~al. wi.th t'he hereel

which claimed that Jesus only,.pret,snded . to be human]
that He was a G04 masquerading as a man.
The.,earlY burch. had to fight. ,not for. the, div1nitl
of Jesus, but for his humanitr •. SOlfe !l,!Jl1at.ed~hat
he was a real man and said that· be only SEEMED to .
po speaa a human body~ a~d to suff~r: and' to die",

'!I
The church has r~ghtJ.y ,fought. that heresy vigorously.

-9!-!r~:g;.~~~' tOda.i._~-».!~ ...ttt~::RP~Site~____ __,~~__
I For l:.ewdoubt t.hlllt Jesus was tru 's huaan, . ,,'

with a ,human body like our, own;. :,
that he grew hungry and weary, -and experienced all
our human emotion s. . \

True humanity is, no,t a. denial of d~lV.inUy.·
Westart then with thi s tr#~;;: , . .

( that. he live.d,' :that he wasl\.h~n" '.
, ~ I , '" . '.&tH:I=",th~·4i-~he'''1Il\;lS>t·~bew-·d"i'V·"ne,,·throtlgh~~hum~fti.oltyr.

~
assert,

s

~ But the churc~ and Ohristian experience
that .he is mo.re than human; t '

he is a.tra~scendent p,ersonality. .
Ohristian conviction has taken·S1mon.Peterla words
and affirmed, "T..M~,are the Ohrist, . "

the Son of' the' Living God."
It. has asserted, in Paul ! s' tram_dous phrase, that
"in him dwell~ all the fulness of the· Godhead bodily."
Wedeclare that He is the' King of' glory,: ..
the incarna~;gll. of ••••. God. : ."
He himself .~?unmi,s:takably awarei . that He ''laS

both human and divine. "I am the way, th,e·truth, ,
and the, life, 1\ he said. IDh.er this is in.1;.9J!,~...r,~le

e~~,t!!m,)or. it is th~ tJ:JJ.t.lJ. He'ass?cia:ted himself
~n a unique way with God.'~ and tneFather are$U'J"

It+!.. ("p.f'n <£,. 171 ,1#- wv.{'lt1r<'J r . .' , 1/ e;.5(;.-I·J:.•~ 1f..~,t'I~ f" I14.t( l0.l'ldtr,' t

11; brit. 7;(~·..5tt.V~1J1" .
IfJft#~ 14/(1(")~.

)
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(----- '(e \nig~t" w~ll, ~~k,"~fi~t ,evidenc~ h~~re chUrcr(;., .
for o~lling Christ God? '," ' ", ,/ )

i Whyc~V him mo:'e t.~~na. F~t:ie..Manl",,' .'. / ,
\\ Many" flnd 1t me-re-accura'te to' say w+tth the'

firat-e'~ury "~~arfon \ha t'{""J'e:~ul;l(:isto'r'a II'; ,;l" " ,
t hat "God ~ a in Chriat'" $har/ tb 'sa.y IIJ sslis i a GO'd{ )

~hen .John,~;:~~s 'd~Y\l;>d"ian,gul:ige,s~ig(Je~~~ "fs' '
"the only begol,t'eno'f' the' Father" he means that' ,
J eaus i 8, ut:lique~ the embod~m:en~t.of, G,?!,t: ...

But t'h1S' d1'scu\{Jion)1eads. UB .:to a. "'jjrib'f qu'astion:
"What do we! m~n bY<,IlQlyll 1 :' .',' _-' '. '<"';

To' believe inr the\divini ty' of ~\tf LO'rdtis' a.n' , ",,1
a8sertion~rJmar11;{,ndt about ~,a."l:uJt a'bou't ~ v'
1-h,n'beli'eved in 6-od be(f~re""J'e',aus/Gai:6.e('·';'· .;:

f • \ ,f. ,

men believe in God,'who:: d~\not a:''aore·Jesus today:. "
W'hatdo Christiansrha~e' to\aHl to thei~: beifer in"Go'd?
Simp~y this: Weareper9'on;B~/ahd, God 'to"bekn'own"~
within' must' be, per'sona" ; t H'~(~ust rev'sal!"hitnEl'slf :1n'
terms understandablfi by persOti!s. . ,!. (

Thisie what'o'ccurred whe~ th~' disc"iplea Hved'in
the company of Jesus. t:/" \,' ",' "f "', '

As .r~~,uslived~ ,al')d,h~~led:'~~t1t~( bodies a~d,mJnds," (
as he' sought out the wayward and" the lost 'and'
recovered them, a s he chaLLenged. evil,

• • f .-. r t .J.,_", \. , "and rebuked 61n, ",' \
and took the sin of !lD.an~nto his o~' hea'r(t~
effecting reconcili,ation'and: fo'tgiv\~nesfi; ",
\lll GJ?.~'take~''the i,ftritiative,'. ,'" (\ \', ,':,
so God lQ~es and chal Len gee and'forglyee "",

I and'h~s.§: £t2..§.s,m ~ he~,.r...!",," '\

\
' . To' bel,i~ve\rf the, d~v'inity' O!'Chris't" 'is" to believe
'in the Chr1stlfkenes's of God. ",'

1
\' What then'¥13'th~ ev'l.d;6ribef \
It is the N~""Testament;" ",
it is n'inete;lm centuri'~s of the Chris'tian ~~) ,

( it istthe"'~itness o'f,me;>and womenand boys a~d g~rl's
\ \.,hohave tprned to Himas He iS'in the New ~est"a~ent.

!These have found, as we•.can find, that turnJ.ng \0 (
'Him t'her'J,' he steps out' of the' page and becomes a' )
tremendous, exciting, and living reality. "

)

\. In him ~e see Love in action, seeking to reclaim us,
going to infinite lengths to make sure of that Love.

l
~ '

It.

,
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\tfords stammer and fall, but from our lips the word a I

of' another come, "He loved me and gave Himself for me. II

.Ji:LPis.wounds ',-;e are healed of the inner hun caused
by our own f'(»lly,' ou.r iggoranoe,,. our wilful'dis-r obedience, or by the cruelties V-:.. li:re. .,

. By his. grace we hear God say, lI'#Yr sins are
f . . ." II.,.~g~!.~~~.u .g?~n t:eace •..... "" r:: """"', - .. "0' oj

-- r In :1h,at. !@:v:.• tl'len is C.hri~st the ,SavioJ!? )
Let us try to express it simply and definitely: ,.
Christ is the,~Y.i.or becaQ.se he chang.@s ~ and wQ.Illen,)
bd:Ys and gil'~, who commit themselve~t~} P'i~~yt>'~('
to' hi's way of thinking of God, of man,4and of' life. I

He is the Savior because he~..s us God.· "'\'
"H~ that h~.ft: seen me••• ha..s. seen the,. father."
To be laid 1101d 'o~ by Hie concept "qtt God is to be i

sa~edf ~;om al~ lonelinee~~:d~spa~r~"and ~in~\

•. What should we\i%l becau?6 of this? . Because of ,Him? }~1"4\!.,must d'ilde ~_m.us'!; {?;l.ve our~~rd~ct." .~'.
~~~~t!j. "~~+"jiA~' t;Aa..O.1 ~ ~M wJ:'f~~lI!f11"

(
In his presence each of us has a senae of moral

challenge.
~nd we can never know until we come within a Christian
experience. Only as we....Qpnaent to .lol.low Christ
and live with Chri at can we come to know who He really
is. You cannot know who Christ really is until you

. come wi thin hi s circle. '!J1f'IEH-e--isa-6:e"t:f~..a:uth'Emot-i~i;fi.g
~qua:.l:::icty~a~b~. ~ 2i"a.chone of us must -:@:il~
SUed- decide that verdict in the privacy ofm inner lifE

The conclusion of the matter is found in th.e."~
9f Emil Ludwig concerning the task of making a great
personality live. If an author is to make a subject
live, he said" he must "H •• live with him,..--
think with him" and eat with him.
Unless yoij have a certain mad" furious and
passionate relationship to your subject, you can

( never make him live in the minds of others."
Ie this not our challenge, to live so close to

Jesus Christ, and to get to know him so well.
that we can make him live in the minds and lives of
others with whom we associate day by day?



,?

-A$~~l"ho is this man? Who do you say that he'ie?
What is your verdict? '

'r~)What will you d0 about him?,: ..",
In the"right ',ansW'er~.~he.right. v~rdie'tt" '
and in th<; ,right, dec~sion,. 1~ (.f:4J.t&~t'li.vnrtm~( ')
ie the.:power dfGod J~rpthe .remaking o~. , .. :)' ,

'ICl (/ ( Ii r€J . 'i?"enQRalil!l..8s. ' .
and the remaking of 'our world." ,

t-c/A<1.J'f fY~ '~~f1~f"'"~'f- ~ .It;-m- s~·($'crld".be'
-?:rJt- y'lc~~ ·t~. h1-$~clJ~~~v~7, rp- ..L', u- '....L. )"'m n.h 7 1'f..-4~p-ll:ik, tK!..rT'/~'.»t 11r:7Jlt~ ,,#y 'V J cr-~~ ......' --, L-./,1: It " , ' Il t/.d) t /lebi!..UfdK lj.r3 ~rc.:.

WT#, jtJ~~ ~i~~:l:h.t~' /J\k~I'~ft;:~
CLOSING ~RA~ER:" ~~~~~;k~ftre$.rl/>ll

• ,0 ~9r~, Jes~s·Ohrist~ may·thy love ,dr~w"u~ .
to thee; may thy power strengthen Us in thy service;
I!lay thy- joY·,fill our eou l a, Amen.
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