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THE INVINCIBLE THREE HUND’REIE_ o
*Yov Can Be Inveincible
Read the Scripture: Judges 7:2-7, 16-?1
Re~tell the story.

( Lessone or Application

IsNumbers alone do not assure wvictory
A,God has never complained of having too few people
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Hie service"is“the rlgggkgggg of people who wlll do
the right thing in the right spirit.

Il RPearsis a great handicap for one who would be a Xtn.
A, It isicontagious”® spreads panic
B.It is the ‘opposite’of “faith & stops the door of God's
grace and power,
CeGideon's faith was ested in seeing 22,000 of his
men leave him on the eve of the battle.
_Deithy some are* afrer@. s i
1. Bome tdday are afraid that they W1ll hate o' gzva
up tOO‘many‘pleasures & posse981ons T be a th.
. 2e.80ome are afraid of betng: ridlculed. ‘ ; 20
5 Some are afrald they m1Wbt not hold out & b g
become & hypocrlte.‘; ' b
vﬁ.%ome were perhaps unsure oF ﬁhemselves because they
" yWere holdlng their father gt sword, & not thelr owmne
DeThey who- have coUntsd the ‘cost and, hava never started
: out on the Ohrlstian wav, ; back
_or wha, having put’ their hand £o ‘the plow & looked
have proven themselves unwortuy of “the Klnydom.of God.

11Ty Oertaln situations seTve ‘ag a reveallng testo
A.A man is known ‘only when he is trled. e
.Watar is God's vlft, it”is good. - e
“Thirst: for: water is natural & normal." ' '
Meny things in 11fe are 1nnocent or good in themselves
( Literature, knowledge pleasure, recreatlon, the’
desire to "get ahead" ‘financially & materlally.“ &3
The Christian is called to self-culture &' '
gelf developlent & self-advancement as far as

ot

the other duties of life will permit.
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Sometimes the church finds strength through
subtraction. In Gideon's situation the i

problem was one of reducing rather than
recruiting Israel's army.

The reason was the possibility that Esrael
might think the victory was hers rather than God%
There must never be any doubt that the viectory
belongs to the Lord, though He may work through
human instruments. Therefore the army had to
be so small that their defeat would be :
inevitable if there were left unaided.

: For this reason the two tests were devised:
the test of fear and the test of drinking water
while remaining fully alert.

There is a parallel.and a parable for all
of life., It is that spiritual nourishment is
to be found as one moves along the common paths
of daily experience, and we can take advantage
of these opportunities without letting our
guard down against our common enemjes of
the world, the flesh, and the devil,
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But there dare, tlmes in the nrov1dence of God when we
are called to pass quCkly along the streams of i
_physical refreshment &. keep out eye on the enemy of our

" souls & be prepared at any, moment to throw ourselves
into the hard fight agalnst sv1l.w it
God tests us it the little things, '
the ordinary. opportunities of life. =~
Little things test & reveal character.
lesson of self contr’ol& the habit of constant v:.g;tlan@e
,e,/
IV.We' can nevar let doaem our guard aga.’mst “bhea an‘@my
. < of our soulse j Stigir

ar Fal’ch in the presence & heln of the Lord 1s n
substitute, for good organlzatlon & p‘lann:mg. @'S /6>
TA,.There is nothing unlawful. about good Xtn é‘t’r*ategy
Bad compam.ee of 100 5 0
(“ J.;Wg,se useasof rw:l.ae & torehas pia
D.Disconcerting effect of the shpu‘blng, e’oc. b
E."The sword .of the Lord & of Gideon" ~= . . ~
Umon of  thewdivine &. t};e -,
the na’cura,l & the éupernatural.,
fﬂ.f"‘?”v : '
VI.God blesses & uses reer Of . p ;‘age, £aith &, wisdam. Wil
1 ) , dmt fas mn@cmh‘a‘?, il
VIL.God's way may be- Ehfferen from nan!s way,
but it is always the best way. ("”e'r) S

CONG LSIuN : L ; ‘
Happy is the oné whe is among sich ‘@ band 331’ 560‘(
Many have forsaken . .him, : W N
Many are agalns’c him. . : i
__But still he is imminelbie, for God ig w:t.‘bh“hlm. ;e
( And, MIf God be for, uss4fho can’ be against us?"
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The Christian church is a minority in this
world. One great preacher said, "The hope of
the world lies in its minorities.”

Minority groups have great power for good Oﬁ/
for evil: for good if linked with God's
resources, for evil-if gathered about any
lesser banner.

Christian people as a whole are only a
"Gideon‘'s Band,." _

We must find the strength, as a little group,
to be stronger than the majority. This means
we must have a continuous sense of purpose,

a driving, passionate devotion to the cause
of Christ. Those who belong to Christ must
be under the compulsion of a mighty purpose.

There are many small minorities today:.who
know where they are going, what they want to do,
what kind of a world they want to see estab-
lished. The communists, the Neo=Nazis, and the
KKK here in our land have such a philogsophy
which is clear to them, and they are united;
in purpose behind their cause,

We Christians must have a purpose too,
one that is clearer, better, and worthier
than that of any other group.

We do have such a purpose: mankind made one,
justice for all, forgiveness rather than ’
revenge, a reign of love among all men.

And we shall advance as a Christian minority
in proportion to the way in which we make God's
purpose. our purpose.

Many Christian people have the right goal,
but they have so little confidence and faith
that that goal can be realized.

The fact that Gideon was listed among the
heroes of faith in that great chapter on
faith (Heb. 11) indicates that he fits into
the noble. succession of ‘those who not only (
had a great purpose, but he believed in 1t
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