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Read the Scripture: Judges 7:2-7, 16-21
Re-tell the story.

Lessons or Application

I.Numbers alone do not assure ~ictory
A. God has never compI ai,n ad of having too few people

to work with.
B.lft.ore important by far than the~~mber lof p.ecpl e in

His service is t~e right ~ of people who will do
the right thing in the right spirit.

II.Fear •.is a great handicap for one who \-Iould be a Xtn.
A.It is contag'iou s & spreads panic
B.It is the opposite' of faith & stops the door of God's

grace and power.
O.Gideon's faith was tested in seeing 22,000 of his
men leave him on the eve of the battle.
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( ,1.Some~td~d_~y:~ir~~_a!r·~i~:i~~t;~h<::~vh~~.hav~:'to:"gf~~'
up too 1llany-Apl'easures..•..&'po·ssessions to be .8.. ~tn.

2 Some are afraid of beiri!o-·~ridic'ul'ed' , ..ILc·'~:"'·l
... c ~ .', .,', -' !:..,.:.., I"" P r' -: • r r r-

_ ,.-Some' are', afrai'd they 'might' no trho L d out ~ 'so
f,-r " ~ roc·-{r ..- ":*'.r..~I'. c>' ·f.0-·r·1~ .1. '"'rt _t..

.be'come a',hypocri te.. .• s r«: • - , -" ,.,' •

'<'f~~S6~-~\£~i~p~rl1:~p~rJ~~u~e;:'oI' t~efse~ve,~ ~~'c~s~~t,hc€)Y.
, ~,~'wereholding tJ)eir father~s'swor9, '& no~'th~i:rown' •.
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D.They who"have '~co'Unted the" co at and' have never started.
r r' r 1"' r t I, -r -.'.,C ".... • r-' ;-. ~~ _1. I' -i- ~ r ~ r-. '". C,.

. out' on "j:;,he Ohn stUll' wayI :.' . ~ '.' :.. ,

.Qr whO, 'having pll't'thre·:l.r"'ha:r1'd to:"the pl-9wf&rro'okedb\O.ck
',h-aVep~o';eu the\is:elfei,unworthy o'f "the 'Ki~gd,omof God.
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III.Oertaip situations se'r've'a,a a:revealing :be'st~ " '
, (. i.." r ~.~. r - ,~. r , C'- <"

'A. A. m~ari'isknown' only \-Ih-~n'.hei!? 't:r~ed •. ·· ,
B.i1ater':\.s 'Go'd' s iift.i' iirj{s'good.:' q :,'"

~'Thirlstfor;' "Tater i s·rna.-tural '&' norma'I,' c:r~M~n:y,~hing$".~~"l;it~lr.~:it1nro?~~·(o~_:~O.od'~~n;th~m~el~e€
\ ' L1teratu.re ,)kriowl edge , pl easur e -- rel'creatl.on· the'", . ,l c r t ' (,' -r-..~• f ~\. - -'. ~. 'r ~ ~"

desire t'o "get' .ahe~d"; f~n~l'lch,lly '&. rpateriaqy. I

+i» c"""·· ~''-"'. r:"('The Ohristianis called to self-culture &1
self developl anti & self-advancement as far' as

the other duties of life will permi.t ,
J . )
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Someti1ll.esthe 'church finds strength, thrQugh
subtrac·tion. In Gideon' s situationthepr~blem was. one of reducing rather thanrecrui tin.g Israel '.s army.

The reason'w~s the' possibility that ~srael
might think the victory was herS rather thah God,
There must never be any doubt that tne victorybelongs to the Lord. though. He may,work through
numan instruments. Therefore the army had to
be so small that their ·defeat would be .
inevitable} if there were. left unaided. ( ..

Por this reason .the two tests were devised.the te'st of fear and the test of drinkillg water
while re.maining fully alert. , .There is a parallel-and a parable·for all
of life. It fs that spiritual nourishment is
to be found al! ene'moves along .the c,ommon paths
of daily experience, and we can take advantagftof these opportunities without letting our {
guard d~'wnagainst' our cominon enemjes of'
the world, the flesh, and the devil •
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But th~~e' are 'i'im;s 'in ~h~p;r9~id:en~e of God ''W'h~nwe
are ca l Le'd to p:ltsEl.,qV),~kly al ong tbe streams . .of r ,

physic~l r,efre'Elhl)leJit &,:,k~~p o~t' ey'e 011 ;YEe en,',eIll;fof. 'our
( I soul s' ~ ,15e prep are d at .anYrIDoment to t,hrow.our-selv,es( r:-.. r;r II' (' I,. r> .

into the har d f'ig!tt,,,,ag.lil,inst ,EfV"U,!',~ e,'r '"

God 'tests us In the little·thing~1
tbe orqina:r,:y.opporctunities 9f lif~.;._~,

Little thi~gs test & reveal character~...... ., r I' _. ,

r' 'I'be.se .300 were cbo sen r9,€lCaUSe,Lthey, had learned the
Leason "of self cQntr:pl£; th.e .ba bi,t of' con s~~~t' vigila!2ce
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IV. We,:/A.Clan i\ev~r' Jet ,9pwnr our, gu~rq l'ga.in,st' th e ~tiel;l1Y~"

.', "'" of 'our soul s.' '., ',. ,.;, ,
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r V.Fa,itb in the presence &, hed o of the Lord'is op ,
•. E?.u,bs~tltut~ 'f'or .goo.d organfz~tioD~ & plannri~ii.r lV'S.)!')

, A.•There is no"tl1ing uuI,awfuL abouf good Xtn 's t r .••.tegy, r

'" q - ••. l' . 1 ) C
B.3 companies of 100 each, "I T'; , • ~,
CoW,i:S~.~se;~~ uoi sa, & ~?rcnej3 ': r""' ~ r, ~

D.Disconcertin& effect,..,of tp\3.'shputf'ilg, e~9-;'" .
II !7."" II (-,"E. Th,sr,sword roe .theLo.rd 8£, 'of Gidepr. '__~ ..., -,
Union a,t the ,'(r.i vin ~ ~."t1}e hurp.aY1J, ' - ' '; - ..", ," c- t- (

-- 'the natuh,l: ~ th.e, sup,~erria.tura(l;'" ~,~:"c ',',:~ ... ,.

, (?<').t:-<"J'fl c:

Vr.God ~fes~,esc ~ \Ise,s :.e:;~or,~c.d~;ag;, f~i tl\ ~:'~i:8~q~.~:
, 'r r r- -- r: r 'f~(~~h( ~ ·o~.feOr~.I;lbp[,_,r,'
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VII.GSd-'il waymaY'4e:diff_eren,t f'ronimanjs w/£Y.J,rx r

but it' is always' the best way.' ,." '; .&~rJ.. ,d :.~. \ ..
" , - -- -"? I <r' r ( (V: - -', ,<

OONC~USIOi\J: " , c r ,. , , " ~ r- " ,,', . ,.,;.. , •.•. ,

Happy is ttteLorie:wno."iS, among s~ch <a'baDg'!'o.f~O~'"
Hany, have fprsaki:m."h:fm:. ,,'
Many ~re ,again st, him; , ,,'

~But still~ h'e is ir.Jv,inclble, ,for GOd..is'\,ti,tn--hiril.._.,
( And';()"lfGo~ be for') Lls,.\1ho' c~ri' ~(~gal.nst.'UJl?II'
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The Ohristian church is a minority; in.this
world. One great preaoher. said, "The hope of
the world lies in its minorities."Minori,ty groups have great power for good 0
for evil, for good .if linked with Qod'sresouroes, for evl~ .....if.gathered about any
lesser banner. 'Christfan people as a whole are only a
"Gideon's' Band."We ,m1:lstfind the strength •.as a lit-tJ.egroup.

, 'to be stronger than the· majority. This means
we must have a oon~inuous sense of purpose.a driving, passionate devotion to the cause .
of Christ. Those who belong to Christ must
be under the oompulsion of a mighty purpose.There are many small millorities tod.y-,.whoknow wher~,they are ,going, what 'they wan~ to'do,
what ~ind of a world they want to see estab-lished. The communists, the Neo-Nazis, and theKKK here in our land have such.a philosophy
which is ,clear to them~' and they ,are uni ted:!fin purp'ose behind their cause. .' " '. '.

We Chris~ians must have a,p~rpose too, .
one that is cle~fer, better. and worthierthan that'of any other group. '
We do.h.ve such a purpose. mankind made one.jus'tice for all.' forgiveness rather than
revenge, a reign of love among all men.
And we shall advance as a Christian minor~tyin proportion to the way lB which we ~&.ke'God'spurpGse •.;;ourpurpese ~

Many Christian people have the right goal.but they have so little.confidence and ~aith
that that goal can be realized.
The fact that Gideon was listed' among the
heroes of faith in that gre_t ch~pter Qnfait! (Heb. 11) indicates that he fits into
the noble. succession of <those who not onls
had a great purpose, but he believed in itwi th all his h9~t and acw1..-(<:I?"'~~1.- 0 «e r ~~ -kwQ..'i t:5-c.. ~-f.;- ~~M 1/; olY. .---....
l~. Jq f.p~, Ff, (J~. ~,h ,*,v. bo fft,sad.e.l)o. &.c. - .Ju..ly 12,$'$:
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