
LIVING EPISTlES or CHRIST

INTRODUCTION:A CHRISTIAN IS A BIBLE ALIVE.
ScRIPTURE II CoR. 3:1-6

"LIVING EPI.sT~ES or CHRIST" IS A PROPER DESIGNATION Of
OiRISTIAN 'PEOPLE.

( 1eA LETTER IS AN <EXPRESS'ION of THE THOUGHTS AND PURPOSES
" Of" ITS wRnER;

A.Q.lRISTlAN PE(lPLE ARE THE EXPRESSION, OF" THE THOUGHTS AND
1 ' I - , PuRPOSES OF 'CtiR IST.

B.{)fRIST IS THE loGOS (WORD) OFrGoD; ,
,__ WE, ARE THE loGOS (WORD) ,OF OcRIST. •

c.To CONVEY THE titlND OFrCHRIST TO M~<', "
2.14 LETTER IS A MEDIUM OF COMMUNICATION _
-A.WHAT OtRUT HAS'COMMUNICATED TO US SHOULD BE COMMuNICATED

( ',' . ..', TO THE WORLD. ,.' '(
BeHAVING rw,RITT.EN HIS EPISTLES, HE I.R!Ri ".0,.,

I.THE TMJE AuTHOR, OcRIST,"AN EPiSTLE Of" CEUtIST" ' r'
1.CHRIST IS THE AUTHOR AND, t:1~ISHER OF OUR FAITH, HE8. 12:2
2.QcRIST IS TH'E AUTHOR Of" :£TERNAL SALVATION. HEB. 5:9
30AE IS ,THE AUTHOR OF ~LI.E, PHYSICAL" SPIRITUAL, AcTS. 3:15

II.THE PuRPOSE OF THE LETTER' , . (': "
, 1'.THE SALVATION OF THOSEI,NrWHOSEHEARTSIT lS"WRI'TTEN

2. To RECOMMENDQcRIST TO MEN. ' <, '" r ,

3. To CARRYT HE MESSNiE OF' THE SAVIOR'S loVE EO,R SINNER~.

(
(

II I.THE TABLET,OF' RECORD '" I r

1.No.T UPON' PAPER, OR UPON STONE, THE MOST ENDURING "ATf;RIAL
, THEH KNOWN, BUT 'Ut"FLESH :TABL'lSOf' THE HEART" ~ ,

2.eN~Y CHRIST CAN:MAKE A SPIR'TUAL'IMPRES~ION OF HIS Will
ON THE HEARTs or .PEOPLE.,., 'J < ..

A.MERELV AN INTELLECTUAL IMPRESS ION IS NQT surr rc I £NT.
a.NECESS'TY or'THE N~BIRTH,'..)4. (1:13~ ". ,

•. _ 4 " _ _ _. _ " • _ •• .,.

2.THE RESPONSlBlLltv RE:$TINGON' OtRISriANs As cEPISTIo£S, or PtRIST.
A.fo'(JST. LET HIS'FAITH aE VISIBLE , ,"',

, B.r-tlSTLE' HIS FAITH BE LEGIBLE ' . ',., .
(1 ).Nf>, I:ND' 5'1'1NC".ESS or CHARACTE~ ,
(2).No BLDTS ON THE LIFE " "

C.r-tlST BE UNDERSTA"DABLE '
(1 ).No OMISSIONS .-
(2).;No 'CONTRADICTIONS r 'r

. ; i ", .' r r ( -- ('" -.'
\, l '- '

IV.THE PENMEN. - PAUL AND HIS ASSOCIATES, ,'"MINISTERED 8Y US"
1.THE INSTRUMENTAL MEANS, (,,'

/ 2.Wt BRING lltE',GOSPEL OF TRUTH ,. SALVATION TO MOl. '
l ( ,.QcR':ST('NOy,ONLV, WRITEs AN £PISTLE IN OUR H~R,TS.'

BUT HE USES us, TO WRITE. LETTERS or COMMEND"TGOH
IN· OTHER Io'VES TO ",HOM WE' MINISTER • c , •

A.PAUL'S ENEMIES BOASTED Of WRITTEN LETTERS FROM CHtlftCH
- ' LEADERS IN JERUSALEM. . .

B.PAUL NEEDED NO S~.H LETTERS; , '.
THE CoRINTHIAN CONVERTS WERE SUFFICIENT EVIDENCE Clf' HIS

DIVINE COMMISSION.
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S~ine,I(~a:4'.p~~fgedPath"alir~n' e~dtisti~~il'
braggaTt',wlro' ,woveSTto Irecemmen'dhiimfireilif••.'
~el;",er.';hl),~~,I,an$fwersl~_I,th~~cDJ~i~g~·IC'(.. " I"" 1., 'I ',.Lh~dea.1ine;:.w~tn, ~l1e ,:00:]: nthiahs .'PauJ.;' ."
whose love for ;them was SOtwellr known.•I . j

did not need· T like "ou-'tsideI-s I to 'brin.!t
ltt f' '" '1:.i'I~'·'h ,I' '.1/:/:(. ~,.Je ers 0 reco~e,~~~lIl,o ',. "'I '~'.I,'

'"Instead) of a' wri tten letter :Jo'f,Hneeommenda-
tion from the' church ~IT this active and ,
well-known:' church :Jis i tse'if tall 'the I',.;

r-ecommendabd on-Paul: :nee~-.·:',' .' I T'I, '~,i '; ,
.: ' ::1 t ; IT I .-, ~ r I'; "I I CI !-,} ( ,:T ", ' I T<.I, I •

The .EPCpr~S'$':io.n."written rin- eue-, hearts,". :
sh:omf'Jhow"ijf!ep' and t!6nstal'lt c'is }ill!s Love : • ':
and concern for them. /:r "I, :- ,~;tI,'~,11
His ,tiel!wi:thftth'em; is flOtl formal '0rr,transJient
but. J>,erso,~~l., cl~E;Je, Sindm~tk_e~ byl ~n<luririg
Love" 'an'd 'compass:loh~' I!,? ,r '/ ; ,,:) (I.

Paul was the penman or ~c~,p).r,.~Plo'i . (I I I I

\Y~19~~,!,d~,'IY:~JIJ,~}1~;"let:~~;-1'~~II'Phe~/dl.pt~jt~'9!t'19f,II:' ,

chr~st. "w.hose"letter,\n;m.e- lehuro-ll ~ea-1~YL'lIS.'
Th~I Greek wOlrd·whiieh'Tthe' KJV tranS']a'teSml..s
"m~I;l~~~I~~~:d;,'J'c;~~"F~rS,J a~t~'ii~f9r:'[,9In':,(i~',.,J'~~
of the foundl..(lg: 0:(" tl;ll~{Cor,l.ntJi,:l.q3.n'((:lhUrtr~li.
The word carries o~t the figure of a letter

.r!\' lOr: epfs-tl"e'"'iif slugge.st(~~"~~h~~"I~~,'prJ~ad,hihg;
and converting thellt ~~l,1lwci~,,'~h:~I:s~~FVoe:or
agent of Christ,' ':Wh'o"lwasHims1elf'i,the .::
"author" of their salvatilon'T I -T( I "

J ,. ej/ .•T,,:;; ~.: . i T21 •..

Their Christian faitp.( l~n?,,,lpIQs.iti.Qn~are
due not to themselves. nor everl' to-) Paul'
ul timate'l:y.j 1 but t rather .to "God.! , ~.' j

This i~, ejg>r~ss~d by" th,e,f~,ct -'tnatl'tnEiy' are
a let~e~ ,o'f,',Ch.Ilisit'~d,f\Vle1i"¢;w;t,iit-te;.\'lTby;:
"the Spirit', of the; living}: G(!)Q." ,'~ 1';'1 'r :
It was ?aul.'s han;q I which ,ha.d:fwril1!t,e,q"'th~
f#jOS tIe;:. b~tj;ha't hand, was"only the instru-
ment of the Spirit;of Godl. i;' 'I,' .I'I"

,PI 'i :.. I J:' 'I' I' I I '.., I. 'i' ':) .I" t ,"r 'I ;',

, r-, I, I ;l "/!
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V.THE INK OR MATERIAL USED TO WRITE WITH••
THE HOlV SPIRIT. '''WITH niE' SPIRIT or niE LIVING GoD"
l~WORKS ACCORD'~ TO HIS OWN PLAN

AeS'PIRJ1UAL MATERIAL RATHER ntAN IttYSICAL.
BJhs WAYS NOT OUR 1WAVS r- ','

r 2.fREPARES 1'HE ,PAGES OF THE ~L ro RECEIVE THE·MESSAGE.
A.STAINS TO BE ERASED '"
B.HABITS AND PR£.JUDICES 1'0 BE DESTROYQ
C.CoNv ICTION Of' 'SIN NECESSARY ,-- ",' ,

VI.THE READERS, ttlCNoWNAND READ OF ALL Mo.'n'
i..PAUL. r HE :KHOI THEIR SHORTCOMINGS AS 'WELL AS"THEIR GOOD.

.:,~,' !
2.THEIR FE.LLOWCHRISTIAf\I,BREniBEN., . " , '.. '

A.WHO ARE INTERESTEDtN THEIR G~TH AND pROGRESS iN' GRAcE.
B.sHOULD BE AN ENCOURAGEMENT'TO EACH OTHER;' '

, '

, 3.UNSAVED ACQUAINTANCES ( " . , .
SoME MEN RlFUSE TO READ THE BIBLE,

r ,OR LISTEN TO THE GOSPEL, ',' , ,
OR CPNSIDER FAIRLY, tHE ~IDENCES OF' CHRISTIANITY.

BUT THEYCMNoT IGNORE THE 'TESTlMONV'OF'Ar' r"· ."

CONSisTENT Q1RISTIAN LIFE.

4.WORLD WIDE REPUTATIO~" ,. , ' '.,
, A.ROMANS 1:8', "YOUR FAITH 'IS SPOKEN OF niROUGHOUT'THE

, - ,'" ,WHOLEWORLD. It.
( B.I' THES. 1:8, "IN 'EVERV PLACE YOUR,rAI nt 10 GoC-WA~D

) • r , .' ~'t9 cf(,ey- .•••,..fi liPREAD ABROAD. It , '
C~OuR FOREIGN. MISSION' WO~IS '1:rfAEcTLY ,.,-rEeTED BY "
'. OUR PRE../UDICES AND 'C~NDUCT HERE AT •••

CON::LUS I()I: r : ~r'
r: r (~'- '".

MANV READERS rAlt TO SEE "THE :f£AN,It(; or ,nE l'LAINEST.,l(TTERS.
NONE A~ SOBLINO AS THOSE WHO)illl. NIIXl NOT SEE. ' ,
THE QJ.R1ST IAN COMfoLtJ ITY IS INDEE:IJAN rIMf£RrECT II (LETTER

WT ANY WHO WUlOOJ'.REAO IN THE LIVES OF GENUINE ~ISTIAN'PEOfl£
TI£ t£SSAGE or CffiIST WHO CAN SAVE TO lHE UTTERKlST THOSE THAT

COME TO GOD fN H.IM. .
I .

r
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There if;; I B! Spec'iS!l,1'quaIUJjiy:~1Jinlal genu'in'eily
Christian li.~~--Iw~~cfi~,:~o'trthg.\,b~~i~h~"lI?0w.er
of Jesus Christ can explal:O., k l' =r, :-.1.
Theediffererice~~ChriSlt ha:d'made'.'in,··them.he-
describes in q~~t.t~E;3 {9:,;19J-2,~J'"w~:~rl~:;~~. I

contrasts the works or! ;·the f,leah.'JJan~1it.b~:1
fruit of the Spirit.

This spec.ialll9-~ali~y of li.fe ~ad _been .1.1
revealedT to..Baul hl.mseif »as Ihe' watche4.J,thpJ
dying Stephe.t; aJ?d.f7,it ~,~~..~.~r.~~i!?¥;~~:il'1,.

.:.p,C?,'N;e,IjA-~;"ct.J,fl.:~g~y~f1g;~i'P.l.1(~Ct;\·n' .. T I"; , III . '

Stephen' s l1.f.e aiLtha'it point HWias.'. a tra~l:{-
lation of the gospel. seen and fead by Paul
and res ul ting ~nl 1)is .po~~e~ l!~~I,(.H.~.,' 'i r:. .

~ YT I':,.1T~~!I::·t,~eegC?,z:~~ttii~n~!}.l,ar~/;e,hrK~~sponsLbi-
Ii ty to o,ffer j(thel.r ,i'~'vesi-torl\~t~EUl'f3-r ito
,re'adll'·1.h.Ithem-the '(message of the gospel.
And we Chris tians of our ti~e }n.u~t ~o '. I

likewise:. "I Every '.Chris1tiM1'ldrf,e~6y,gb1;:.~q 'De
a tra!nslat'ilon of the gospel. .
Thel'el','le)rip, f~~hl~i- _w~ly 'irii:wnibtl triu! trtudes (

• ,- I ), -~1\_jl !1J •
of those 'a>I'oundrusI wl.ll;·rrea.4;~;:t;her,g9sp~l.\ .
They read,~it' inouI' hearts'. and 'in; OUF lives.
But this does not relieve the Christian from
the duty of communicating his expe~i~ne.e,_in
conversa~ion or te~ching. .
Tlinetruth 1;ha.t'i~ t is <the'LIFE th~t. speaks
m\.tst·,not:be made an: EXCUSE'for cow~f4+'Y
SILENC:E._E,very Ch-ristianl is 'responsible
to spr~aa the message' of ChriS;t','by-lh~s or. T
her life and also by our ver~al witness if
we have the gift of vocal speech.

The generation following Paul and the
Apostles was one of the greatest ages of
expansion the church has ever known.
Can you name a single great Qutstanding
missionary leader of this period?
There is not one. How do you explain thiS ~
The answer is that the real work was done by
countless obscure men and womenwho made it
their first duty to spread the message in
their own circle of friendS and nemghbors.

/



INTRODUCTION:
This past year has seen many changes in our life •••

For some of us, our address has changed,
our assignment
style. of ~.$/~'~J
""\philosophy of life ~ ThC!.re f\GL~~ ~ee'h

Jhanges in moral standards,
permissiveness,
administration in gov't
national priorities
the cities
t;ne!!!!'fFerlri·
the church, etc.

Our chief concern is this.
In all the changes of life is there anything that abides'1
In lst Corinthians 13 Paul says there are three
abiding realities: FAITH, HOPE, LOVE.
Some things do not change:
Natural law, the sense of proportion,
the basic principles of life,
and JESUS is always the same.r TEXT: Heb. 13:8

I. 5. Redeemer from sin •••
The world today is long on knowledge and
woefully short on things that make us wise unto

salvation.
We can read the story of our planet & moon in the rocks,
but that does not save us from the threat of

destroying ourselves by pollution.
We can travel through the air at a speed

faster than sound,
but that does not save us from hatred & fear.
We can surround ourselves with comforts that no

previous generation dreamed of,
but that does' not save us from sin.

( ~'j




