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I.The Danger of the church's becoming the defender
of the status quo.
A.An alliance of church and state -of the
.priest, the king, and the prophet who agree to
set up and maintain an establishment. .
B .'rhis has often happened in histo~y -
to the detriment·of both good government
and pure r-iligLon,•..796-7Y6S.C..C.Jeroboam the Ktrl~,and Amaziah the Chief Priest
of the stat7.waAted to tell ,Amos Xth~ prophet
of God what to preach and where to preach.
D.They disliked his message because it contained
~e t.ru'thwhich hurt. .

When religion is dominated by the state,
or when ~ religion is controlled by an
entrenc~ed ~i~io~heir~rchy, o~ any other
kind of authoritarian e~tabljshmentt
then pure religion - real,;v~tal religion,
always suffers in the process. _

1.I~ loses itsfreedo~ to speak out ~ith
conscienti6us conviction.

Z.It loses its spiritual vitality and becomes
dead formalfsm or ceremonialism.

J.The p~ople' are denied the spiritual leader-
ship which they need and degerve.

4.WM':'ththe decay of .!'othecitizenry
the decay of government quickly follows. .

5. When a Christi~n university gives up its' claim to be
a religious institution in order to get finan~ial be~efits
~ from the g,oyernment, it surrenders a port i.on o.~ t ts
~ freedom to be God's prophetic voice in the soclety.



II.How can the Church,avoid becoming the defender
of the s ta tus quo and be come the TRANSF"iYRIVT..ER"',.
OF Th~ STATUSQUO?
A. It must .maintain its own ke.eJiQm. and inte.gilly.
Dependence on Christ alone is what makes the
church~~ st r-ong and inde~",~>t in
the face of those who would make it weak and (
subservient.~"~~-l:es's~}lrEm:' 4.~s .
~.A~!iea~~"ftg>:.

1.When the American General William Dean
W<;iScaptured 'in' the' Koref!.,.11War, he was per-
mitted to write ~ letter home. He inclosed
a word to his son. Do you know what he wrote?
He didn't Sf3.Y,' "Son, 80. out and make a lot of
money." He didn It say,'., "Son, I hope you do
this or that." He said, "Bill, remember that
INTEGRITYis the most important thing cf all.
.Letit always be your aim. n

• Integrity is the. glu~ that ,holds our way of'
lIfe together. " .
What our young people want to see in their
elders'is integrity, honesty, truthfulness,
and faith. What they hate most, is hypocrisy r:
and phoniness. ' (

2.The church must be free to speak cut
against sin, injustice, and socia~ evils."
A~n$·book by Dr. Karl A'Menn~nger cf the
famed Menninger Clinic bears the· title
Whatever Became of· Sin'? Dr. Meninger asks,

"Doesn't anyone believe in sin anymore?"
. Whenever the ,church is too closeliidentified

with the status quo ii{ is easy for it to be .
self-satisfied and self-righteous.' These'are
obvious symptoms' of' deep moral disease.
~be-r_,tflat'4fl~r~~8:ft~~M
..ute...~a,.p~.
.sin.. iSllot just immorality: sin is self-
satisfaction that never gives 'God a thought;
it is .ignoring God,and _snubbing the One who
made us for fellowship with himself. . Ir

One reason why the church is too little
"missionary" is that it is .established on ,goo
:ter:ms with tn,i.§ world instead of being a
.f9£~~ mission from. ancther world.

. ,Ir B. If the church is to. av~·id becoming the. defender
of the, status quo and become ins'tead the TRANS-
FORMERof the s ta tus" quo Lt vmus-t constantly
remain under the ·sole....19~' of_Jesus ClJ.rist",
The early Christians'. obeyed God first rather. .

.. than man• Th-e'ys'aid Chr~~t ,not. 9aefiar, was;l..vrJ.t""~. Conscience, 'not Mammon,ld19tated ~their,
.~ .•con(r£/~t.. . .' " . .' .
No fatherland,' however: pr-ec Lous i no' weal thy

giver, no social group, not even, its' 'own members
in good standing---only Christ Himself' loved .

" .. ',. ithe chur-ch' so that "with his own b.l ood he ,:§ought
her, and for lIer life he died." ._ ... ,

~P~~-4~'£'-~"~"'~.1esos~"-4~tTpeTmx-ts
,~~e-~~~.to.:",aFO~-p.ilj.S·h:~«t}:i:e(:lVFi:S$:;rOTC Imp'Qsspbie
t~"'.e-T.i\~e.,....s:..aAi&g-:-crf""He':J:3:~-f~~"""'TeV'ai;;i'rrrg""au. .~,):" .~ ,t:> ' " . ,0 • b' ,-a - .::;;R~ .' .' " , , •. gc~., J." , • " , ••. , • . . ,

C•The<chur-ch must r-ecognl ze -tha..t· J(h;r-is t·_- "
I .not the ~klng, nor:§,~behefic'ent0gov:ernment.t"or-a rro$·.-

economic system--gi'lles ru:s-Qurh'daily bread'~-
andkee].:)s-theJ• Ohurch goi.ng.~ .. ~. .

Jes~s is' the-only one that can, prompt us in
tj,mes of-perplexity,'help'us in. haz,ards, l'~f4.ei .~us in gloom, ,direct us when doubts come,

, st,then us· an,ij.give. us' victory-under the
I assau ts of temptation, -," .'
! . comfort us in times of Sore bereavement,'

and gladly' save 1JS -from our sins.
He alone is, ',heaven' s br.ea..4in ,times <2,f spiti tual

.hunger,';h:eaven 's ',Water in times of' spiri tual thirst
heaven's,1ight in ,times of spiritual darkness,
heaven's .ecmror-t -Ln times of bitter 'sorrow,
heaven's she 1ter in times 'of mental and'

'sp1li'i tual storms, and
heaven's justification 'for human' condemna~ti~:mlt

. Without Jesus, all Li, berty-compelling uphaavaj.s.
I of all centuries are in vain and dead •

Many have-tried to describe him,
i/e, " . '"?u,t'he is.:in~esc,r~bable. .f l.s.1nv1nc1ble, 'he 1s:1rres1stable. Y&t,f

l.-- .•.. can't explain: him, , " . .
the heavens o,fheave,ns cannot contain him,'
let alone a mari explain him.
You can't get hi~ out of your mipd;"
you can't get .l;iirn-ill of ·your. hands;. ,
you can't·outll.ve nl.m; you can't Il.ve wl.thout hl.m.



The Pharisees couid riOt stand him,
but they found out they could not,stop him.
The infidels could find no error he made,
and Pilate could find no fault· in him.
Wi tnesses couxdn.'t get their testimonies to'agrm,
and .Herod could not ki"ll hini.
Death couldn'"t hahdl. him,
and the grave.couldhct hold him. .
Only a.moron. would' exchange such an inc'omparable
Christ for a pmlitical Caesar.,.or:for a .

.despicable-King llKe·Jeroboam or a compro~ixing
priest. like Amazi~h. . .
D.The, church -can- aVQid. bec-oming the defender
of the status .quo€'and- can rather become- tne'
TRANSFORNIER-of -the status =·Quohy c-~nterin I

its nencern on . or on its-s onsorsbut on the 7h~ c.h.uY'c. h f'Y\.VsZ·. '

.l.:J

','.;l e-

1.~~ conce~n itself with justice:
that it"may' not qqnfus~ God's will with "good
form", "good taste", or the maintenance. of'the status quo. rhra cJ.r.v·rck "r,.t.', ~

2. ~ 'eep c19se 0 .e p or, as,Jesu8 "
did, that it may noi! be deceived py the com-
placency of the rw~ll-to-do. ,'. -...

Amos condemned.those who trampled upon the·
needy and oppressed :~he Pl)Or' of the ..land.
. The .Go6,pels'rep'resent Jesus .'at t_a~~.a~ r- ~he
champion of the -economically dispossessed; -;:; _
lie exalts lov.~.for neighbor along with love
for God. He allows no bia~ of race or color.
He reaches oui! to foreigners who. are beyond the
borders 'of..the "Israel of God. "-' '. I •

He operated an· out-gatient 'ciinic wherev~r
he happened to,-be~ .• .~ - ':'" ~.'
He insisted upon'justice as the basis for
every-day i;1ealingsbetween citizens.
He evaluated an individual's spiri tual':'~life
·in terms nOyOnly in terms of r-e'Li.g i ous •
exercises such as prayer and Bible reading,
but arso of ethical and social actions.

Once_Gladstone met' Lord Melbourne as ,Mel-
bouzne a..Ag:rM;)l laf!:"~~ountry. chVfcb.•._,Mel-
bourne was red 10 the face .as he sa).d: '. _ .,.,~<- .. , _. -



L£~
"I have always been a suppor-:terof the Church
and the Clergy. It's too,bad to have to listen
to a sermon like that one we heard today.
Why, ·this preacher actually insisted upon
ap lying religion to a man's private life!". l-

- course. true rell.gl.onmust -be app.lted to t>l1.tf!...S

_~ private lifel-
The Apostle James said that the Melbourne-type
of religious faith without works is dead.

In the parable of the laat judgment Jesus
emphasized in the strongest possible terms
the importance of such social work as the feed-
ing o·fthe undernourished, the care of the sick,
the rehabilitation of prisoners, the clothing
of the destitute, and the housing of refugees.

Amos himself came from ''Lthepoor people.
He was a herdsman and a dresser of sycamore
trees. And the Lord took him from following
the flock of sheep and goats and called him
to go preach and prophesy.

The church must always make a place for the-
~r and uneducated to speak out for God ~~
.~ the king, the government, the church, the
__.stitutions of society and their leaders.
Ve can learn much from them.
Anyone can receive a call from God for Christian
service. John R. Mott, the.great miss~onary
statesman and leader, said that the recognition
of a need, and the ability to meet that need,
constituted a.call. Of course this is not
to suggest that education and improvement of
our natural talents is not to accompany.a call,
but you don't have to wait until you have com-
pleted your formal education before you can
start fulfilling your divine call as you have'
opportunity. And this is what Amos was doing.
And he wasn'tt .about to be silenced or dis-
couraged by an angry king or a threatening
~lesiastical leader. He said, "Hear the V\l&l"J

t :. of the Lord.'~ .
"- JeSUS Christ never would have won a popu-
larity contest. We read in the .Bible that his
hearers were offended at him. We read in the
Bible that the.~reaching of the cross is foolish-ness and a scan a1 to most people. . .



V'''·

\ 'We are wrong when' we measure success by worldly'
standards and goals, such as the money one
accumulates for the church, or membership or
attendance statistics, or the number of bonors
and,recognitions received or the prominence
achieved. There are,c;>thervalue~ and goals ('
of ~ much,greater lmportanceln terms of
the will of God, namely: integrity of character
that,inspires trust and confidence, loyalty
which helps to restore and rehabilitate
persons overcome "by some besetting habit or
weakness, helping people in distress and despa~
One cannot follow Christ and escape hatred and I

mistreatment and misjudgment. I

(j:hosewho hated and crucified our Lord will
not treat kindly his faithful followers.

t1 j"Woe unto you when all men speak well of you.
You cannot serve God and Mammon at the same tine5
~ou cannot be a friend of the world and please [
meo)and be a faithful servant of.Q29 and
~please Jlirqat the same time.

III.Now .wu.Q.Listhe part of the ~ndividual chrft.:--'
ian,in this process of relating the church ~..J

'the status quo? How does it apply to Y.,piJ,.?
Ask yourself, are you a free Christian--
free from subservience ,to the status quo?
(Janyou think and decide ,and act for yourself?
Are you dominated or,intimidated by,others
when it involves matters of Christian faith
and life and work?
,Ifso" you are in an unholy alliance with
the status quo. ' i
Do you dare to challenge the statu~flu..oJi;tlc~/bu4rsDo you have the courage to say to~yourfpeersJ<, ;
"Regardless of what you do, I have my . !
Christian principles and values,
and I will not let you or anybody else control
my life or conduct when it comes to compro-rmising those values and standards?ff

Do you have the courage to say to a .ll?tionaJ.!
establishment, or an ecclesiastical estab-
lishment, "I am a free person, a free Christian i
gfrCg~: ~ar~eI !~a~~etft~a§~!~~tO~ft68dWaEa
by my Christian conscience, I will say and do
what I think is rights, regardless of what

you or anyone else says?"
C<;tn yc;>us~and l:lP to.i.r:stitutionalized,bttf"eclvcttltl":

or lnstltutlonallzed eVl.l when you feel they
are wrong and .say sQ..?
I don't mean just to be stubborn or Obnoxious,
but to be true to your convictions and consciencE
)0 you practice religious liberty in your own
life, and do you insist on it for all people?~a-v~i;.~e-e&li~~-~~i:s4l~~>Qw:&.r
•.~~e~'~a1"l'€l,,·eustamswh ich .•.;y:,Qlt,,;/tC'ma~nw~1y
,~~ Do you believe that the, independence
of the church is necessary for the church to
be the church,
and for the state to.be the. state I

and for the Christian to be the Christian?
Do you see that,religious-freedom is the guaran-
tee of all true freedoms?
Do you understand t:rJ.e.,dangerof a civil religion
which identifies patriotism with religion?
Do you feel a compulsion to rock no boats,
._mak,eno waves, and muddy no waters?
If so, you had better go back to the Old Testa-

(:r'!'\e..n:t,to Jesus, and the apostles, and re-read
!fie sacred writings abojrt the church and the

~~.s"cie.t:y of t-Ar~t;wc>rlcL,
We must be as concerned about what the poor had
,for supper as life are about .who is eligible for
.the Lord~·s Supperli~e.~~.
To do less is to follow Amaziah rather than Maos,
To do"less is to run in fear when the estab-
lishment speaks, rather than to stand up to it
and say, "Now, therefore, hear the word of the
Lord." ,

This ~Ale~}~:fthe p.ersonal applicat[oh ofwhat I· lr "~~9 If the church is
guilty of defending the status quo (and I am
not making any generalized statement that it is
in fact so doing) J at least insure that..YQ!Jdo
npt .,personalJ.y share in any such compromising

( onduct, but do all in your power to Q.rnange,and
~ransform the status quo into the new divine
order wlifch God wants on earth. 'rhis -g;OU can
do by so :praying and working,;that justk may
roll down 'blike water, and riRhteousness like~n:.ever-fl wing stream" and t e.status quo of
I.hlS.world order is ..transformed into the
eternal Kingdom of,God.



CONCLUSION:
I Only the- power of Jesus Christ living ..with~n you

can give you personally the~a:bi~ify. to stand up"to a
sinful world and challeng~ its wicked stYle.of llIe ..
Only the "irrdwe11Lrig Spirit of \~od can~mpower' any church
to be 'the kind of fridepe'n'dent voice of Chr'Lst.Lan . )
conscience that can effectivelyconlront- and tr-a:nsform --
a mat.erLaLf.stIc soc iet.y like "ours today. (" '
This church '1s seek'ing, ''truly'' trying~, to be _,this kind of
prophettc vo i ce in our country in our gene;ation.
Do you w~nt to' be a part of this, -great endeavor?
Are you Lo'ok.i.ng f or' a pl ace" where' youean' j,nve~st y6~r ,-l

~ ~ ( - .•••'-' _-0 .t ,'""I.... .•••. .

life, your time, your talents', your r esour cea, Lnt;o a '
middle-of-the-road church-that' wi1~1preserve the essentials
of NewTestament ChristianitY and--the be-st -of tile 'mai~-

,-stream of Christian principles:?,'''' - ": ,~ ,~ . __
r believe you will find all this and more'too in this churc~
If you are a, Christian,and you live withi~ driving' , " •
distance "of tfi.i.s church,' you need a church home like this',
and you will' fine). a cor dLaL'we'Lcome and a warm; nurturing
fellowship, in fhi's church', '
Whydon't "you come with 'us? ')
If you are not; a confessing Christian ])ellever,', "-':'
give your Iieart' to JestsChrlst j~ -t ruaf him as 'your ':'.
Savior, and beg.i.n i today to' live for-Him'& follow,Him;-
Comenow whi Le' we sing"'our hymn·of-~i:rivitad:on.:' :": ,-'

•••••• ~ -'"I '- - ~~ ~ •••
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