
WHAT IS THE PUR'POSE oF' LIFE?

.Te.xt: John 1,8:37,' ::To this end I was born,
And for this c;;luse I came into .the world."

. 1C~Ci.1i... V5"3,~-38ct.

() .
1.If we ·arm··to··fu-1fil-l our purpose, 'in life
we must know who w'e-are, .....:.:". ". .
A.Seslis had no identl"typroolem.' <.

He knew, who he was't' -.'-- ~-.. -.

B. In every, area of life. i.t is important' to
know wh'o ~ou are .-T~~ f7..:ij-.>aJi' ,Y00 It...re-_

(12rf-f yw. are i:n-the .army, thi~~a:ns to know
.m.o-p.e---tb-a-A-y-e~r, raak--~M'se:tal-fl~F-an;d
-btn~ ,J/ilLm€.S 'i-~'2"~J1C cU+~..:..Jth"-t:)~!t;f-!;..i;:\'

2(-Be-fe:r-e:-y-e-u-a~ea :lH:,~v~:tey~'~ ~e. ,~pers e~
e-y~.are a soldIer you are ~ewsen~

.Before you are male or female. , ..
..' 'i' ,I , i you are a person. ',"

~f~i~·. you "'~:;~!;~~~~e~;r~~~i~H
(" r. Before' you ar-e whi t~' or black(' '

, you-ar-e ~. person.' " --.. '
C.The cLue to unders tand Lng who we ~re(, tf3, not

t·o be found in the' wor-Ld o'f nature arou'nd us
but in the world of ~ above 'us ;:' .i : ' .• v"

1'.When we look to 'Christ our Savior we.' begin
to see somethi"ng· of ·the kind of person' ..'
we are meant to be. .f pi,. J: t.1-.!r r ' ., ' ,

:2.When we kno\v WliOS.~we are,.
we can know ,WHO"we ar'e'-;"

D.The purpose of life is to know who we are
and then to live up to and fulfill our
highest potential by God's grace.

"One day I looked at myself--
at the ,self that Christ can see;

I saw the _person I...§Q!L today
~, and the one I ought to be;

I ~ame from seeing myself,
with my mind made up to be

the sort of person that Christ can, use, ,-
with a heart He may always see,,"

)



II. If we are to fulfill our purpose in life
we ne ed to know why we are here. :t:.f"~' 'f:(
A.W(!mustngt be.1~0:htent jus~ to't.nake C}. livln&;

we also want to ma;ke~·a DIFE .~~0e.fl,9€.,ofVOccU-itl,,~
B.Our life has a purpose even though that

purpose may not always be clear to us.
C.The old Westminlster Catechism says,

"The e~i.e~c,en~.:of ,m~n Ls to" know God
and to en,Joy_H~mforever." '. .
1.This reminds us: th.~t= .the re'al purpose of

life is a' sp1ri"t'ua:l '9ne." .... . .. .;: -:~-~):.,_
.2,.;The'purpose o1'J:i1,e Is-t,O expel iezice the

love of God in'~oUr hearts and to be a ,. '
channel through which hLs Love+can flow
to aid others • I ..• ' ..... " ~. •

3.Not the years in our life'
.bub the li.fe in our YEARS
is of, ,supreme ·:·'imp'ortance. - "

4.When we ,live for GOd, w.e.,tind life'-
illumine,d'py'the w.onde.r of his friendship,

. and th.~n-w:~"know wh~ we,.are h~.J;!.
D.We are here t:6 'enjoy' the, ".more abundant li~
through Je~us·-'Chrts.t •. ', "JoI'H7 to !/o ( I

We must, e'nlarge--1=he.. rooms .and houses of our
lives. to make -r-oom for. Hi.s greatness,. ,

,WYien'M~rian. A..p.ders0,/\ went with her God- '
given voice. to sing :f~Qr.the composer Sibel.ius
in hi,S home, the gre~1;! composer- li~tened and
saidw;ithtears. in hi'sr:voice, ,.,
"My roof is' to low for you!" ,.
All too often.our,.1ife'hastoo low ,a ceIling
for the fullne~$, of. God's Spirit. , ..
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II.And, in addition to these things,
if we are to know the purpose of life,' "
we must know where we' are going., ((;.-si-,lte..~ 'fH')
A.Life must have a destina~ion ~s well as ,j)

" a d~rect~on.r <!E>6V$ pea..
t.ls,our activity purposeful in the sense

that' we are going somewhere'.' ,
or is it like the scrambling~ ·of: fi ttle
feet· in a squirrel;, .cage---·~l-,-.
much energy· but- n-o-progre.ss·( -

2.The destination ofc J_esus_Chris.t-was- a cross.
He ::fet his face steadlastly toward: J•••.Lsm ,

3. Our destination in.eternity is heaven,
Qllt,_ we_~have-a destination on earth also.
Where are you going with your life?
Yo~ may have, an interinedi~~e d;st,i~C;~~~

and a long range dest~nat,~on. L'D Vi''"!rL()'::)
B.There are some things-;that rcan keep us fr6'm

reaching .our'::.desti:nation in"life. ,.
. •A §liver o:f·§.t_eel in the 'presence of a

.2.0mI?a~.sl1eedle causes the, whole ship
to -go 'wrong.

( 2.0ne cup of poison in a re's'ervo1r can .
. make the-whole reservoj:~·polluted.

3.One speck of ·~t on the ~~±~sc~~I>,.e's lens
fills the sky with error.' .' , .

4. One .br-oken ,j~hrea_dweakens tjle wfiQIe fabric.
C.One dayan-old man: la;Y','V"e;ry.rn,". ,', ~r-~'-
A friend came to'see him. arid, after talking for
a while, asked him, "In YO),lr long life;
have you any regrets ?" The old man's mind went
back in ·the days of pis cl1ildlood·., He said.
"When I was a boy, I often used ;to play with
my school friends' out on the roadside. .
One day, I found at the corner of the. road
an old rickety signpost. I twisted it in its
socket, so'that its pointer arms pointed the
wrong way/. 'And now I wonder how ~~Y1. travelers :

\,1 sent thatl,day. on. the' w~ong);'-oad, and llow
,many-I "ve ,§e,nt on the .wrong li1g.ads-r- 9f ...l.tCe

since then "by rgIv Ing '.'Q..ag~xamp-J-E~§Land '...wy;:cing~,
4irec"tions_ in my life.'" That is '-just what' sin is
tt Glnds other people on the wrong road in life.
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D.There arelm'any commurii.sfand oth'er radical
groups tbda~ t~at know wher~ 'they are going,

,what they want to do, and the kind of world
they desire. to ~~e, established.
We Christians must have appurpose too,
one that is clearer, better, and more worthy
than that, of-J..any··o1:nergroup: ':'-',
We..D.O... have such a purpose in the gospel:

_mankind made",onel"justice for all,
forgiveness,r~ther than revenge,

, and the r~ign of- lo've among all people •
And.we shall advance as Chris ti~s 'in~ ,
proportion to the" way"in which we make ~s
purpose, , a~ s een in C"~r~st",t. our 9wn..purpose.
But we must have a dr~v1.ng, campasslonate
devoti'on'to the 'cause' -o'f Chr.i~,t. ~~ J

No half-h'eart,ed commitnlent' wJlJ,..,fC!l~. ~
We need a mighty f'aTt~:~Hich 1>,e~~,eyes"in
the.t purpose utterly and' compl)~tely.
CONCLUSION:go 'what do"we, learn f.rom all
these ideas?'.' ,S~fuply ftha'~~tf~we~~;ri~,~~~wl1P.:·",~
are •. why we1.i.are-lJ.ere, . and-where.,we are .geang
we can "fulfi~l diu; Ip~i:1>4se;.4,~if~ I" just , '
as Jesus 'Chr1.st, fulfJ:~l~d 9.,onf,l~en:tly.;th~
purpose of hi's' life. , ,~,)r." '" ,
I,t ,'is ,the .:ligh't "b.!, th;~':purpoae of·,'Go,qfpr. us ,
that lights our 'pil'grima~,e oh e~:r;:th.' '",
A life ·which' is' 's''ha1)edby tlie,'will 'of GOdis
a ..good ~lit'"e,'and a:-hapPYtlife. '
When"fe learh from'Gop, ,what 'we are to do ~ith
our 11.fe, we have 'a f,ore:tas'te of the ..e,ternal
happdrieas :of, the hea'Venly"life'. .
Nothing --.abso.1utely nothing. -- is: more
wonderful' that tre 'know ours'el'vef/3to, be a' child
of God,to be here on a mis~i~~ for God, ,
and to be p.;oi.o.gtoward"ah'eartnly and a .hea:venl;y d~~t1.f.l.atl.on~n obed1.ence to God's
will ana purpo~e ·fo~ our life •. e'Ventu~lly'
to share His etern~l glory with Him.
~ny~hin,g less ft~an tl)i~ isn't re'ally .J,i:\iing;
1.t l.S m~l;'~an1.mClJ..~X1.Sten~ • '," .. -'
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G~~w t.-Y. p~. o; 'u;P-l~ ~- 2,,( ( !~o
YYflC ~pe1- JlJ..\'f "1~, NP8C- tB/lo/a6



~ f)+'-0 tLU..A:--t-e- t> n s
When King Lear is taken advantage of
by his ungrateful daughters and is
terribly mistreated,
he questions his identity:

__ I

( I "Doth any here know me?
This is not Lear •••••Who is it that can ,tell ~ wh,o .!am?"

This is the agonizing cry of many poor
tormented souls today,
"Who can tell me who I am?"--
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