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I NTRpDUCTI ON,: NO.t,tOD (0"3-.- ago someone ~aid to me:

. \ ~at'8 the trouble with the church?
T'h~ church doe en ' t seem to be 'reaching the people .

and influencing them like it. used to. \IIhat' s' wrong r"
Now, in speaking o~ this subject today, I hope you
will be kind and understanding enough to realize
several'things:. "
First of all, I'M not talking about THIS PARTICULAR
church, because I don't know enough about this church.
Second, remember that I am talking about the universal
church, or'the church in general,. in a much wider sense
than the local chur~h. Bapt~st8 used to believe in
the uni~ersal church" as Plustt.~ed in the Philade,l-
phia C'?:n:f'ess~o~of li'a~th of, 1742, proclaimed ~y the'
oldest erj;!ani3a~ tU' association of Baptiste in Amer.
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Third; I ~dmit I am generalizingj
but I'am generalizing on the basis of two things: .

( 1. Current information and w~despread opinion'in
Nhich there is' general agreement.

2. The Exampl~· in t}()e. acr-Lptur ee of the Ohurch
, .. at Oorinth. They certainly had trouble in tneir

, (;; b Q~ • • '..::.

-. church. Sqme of~~tt they knew a bout , ,and some
I?f it they pretended ·not to know fl.bPJ.1.t,". i •••~ '!

••. I _..f' e Ii i': "r

__Fourth, I am,not going to stop l?Y discussing, what is
~he,>z:.Q1,.!..b)..e.with the church,.2.F what is J.,r~ with it,
but if you will hear me out I will tell you) bef'or-e I. ,
c Io se j some of the things that are ,RIGHt with the,_church

There are several" reasons tolhywe need -to l~i'sten, car-e-> .
fully to euch ,a message a's this'today~
If we do not admit that there is ~eep and serious troubJ
with the church today, we are biing a~d neurotic. '
If ,,,6 admit it but do not face up to it and deal with it
\: we'., are foolish.

If we realize it, but are resigned to it and pessimistic
and say there is nothing that can be done about it,

we are hopeless and faithless.



1.The Roman Oatholic Ohu'rch has realized 'that it is
in troub~e, and is going to be in worse trouble in
this mod ern .genere t ron un l e ee it ref~)rms and. r~ne'tS"
i taelf, and becomes up-da ted iand abl e to pOlip11un~cat~'
with peop Le of' our modern gen.eratiot) and .,meet, th~ .
real need s and problem~ wtlich face us t04ay. .

"

2. For example 'think abo~ the Vatican Oouncil,. and SClnte.
,Young, brilliant prieata~ik_e Fe.tae,p J~~.B 'K'Vle.~a~gR~t;:~r~..:i>:D-pQjk=tilaj9:;:Zi~~'-¥,,'~1'" lti<k .•:'MM,erf<l>-P~,e,et
:teQJcs at..:hi;,e)••eJtl't'd'a"t-ed...ahlkre·h~l"lI..., t

1J'Ju:, aay~ '.'it is time. to _question and to surg~_?JJead ••••
One ~ay, histo-ry Ylill ..rec9rdthe madneas of ~ GJhur'ch')

,I I .\. ,.~ , ,'" , , '

and. amend~pe rul e s made by, monks and oolibates. u
Conce:rning.J5'ope -..ih7 ~~" "\tetdo .not TJeed his
bl,~.&.sit:lg, we n eed his'.'2~nl'1!.!!s to honesji' :r;'J!.fgrul',.""

~ .

3. But some of you say. "That is the Oatholic Ohur ch,
But surely the Ba.ptist church'ea are not in any sifuliEi.r
trouble." '

t/ On' the other hand ~ many Baptists a~e waving ..
the ~ame warning flag before us, too.
L.D. Johhs<;m, .of Fur.man Un~versity, Gre~n'Ville, S.O.,

:-. - . wr~ 'in 'a leading Bliptist publi6Ett.ion,
"I beHave it is no' longer possible for us 'to 'survive
a e a majo!' Irel1gious force. in thi~ 'country without
serious reevaluation and re-direction. ~hiee giving
the appearance of" ge~f';-as'euranc~ to .the' point of ccckf.-

, , -I I '_ f • , ~,I" • " ~!. J

rl e s a,.' we have conc'entrated ton keeping the blind a' drawn
and the doors locked against ,the possibility of someone
elae in Ohristendom being able to influence us to
consider ideas other than our own••••

, Something must' be done, and be done qui6kly" to reverse
.•.. t, I,!

~he downward trend, or the church of the '- I~Oe
,11111 be, it! desperate plight. II

t "



I.The frouble with the 8hurch foday. ~
A.lt has lost i~ spirituality & dedication
B~It has lost its good influence in society & culture
C.It has lost its appeal to young of' ;Ilh" l!~~f".r-~flta. _

~ D.lt is. losing the race with the world population
explosion.

E.lt has lost its responsibility for social concerns.
F.lt has lost awareness of true ,success symbols
G.lts has lost contact and. relevance with our generation.

50 roe. tV'~\~ .

.I.The Trouble 1tliththe Church at Corinth. ':3Uf?e.;~c:{Q.{
A. t~Q.'?EE.!!:r:tingthe Corinthians" ~ tef07:S

Notice the ~.,ord~'C9!1.9_<U'ning•••"
In I CC?r 7:1, Paus says "Now .foncerllj.ngt!J' matt~r_!3_\

about wh~ch you wrote ••• " C. ~ mo~raJ(f-~qf5~S~
l~~QQrlcern1ngmarriage" 7: 1 &(25.-7'k (.(.QITIU' ie.d.

a.His advice based on personal opinion -
not on revelation or command of God, v.25

( b.His opinion ~as strongly conditioned by his belief
that Jesus was going to return in his lifetime
and that great distress and tribulation was in
store for his generation, v.26.

c.Therefore, although he said marriage was not sin-
ful, he inclined to recommend refraining from
marriage rather than to get marriei.

d s He seemed to modify his views as he grew older;-
we find none of thBse ideas in his later epistles.

- '----.... . _ ~ (,l1 e~(Q..

2~g~ncerning'fo~d.o~feredto id~19, 8:1 ~r~ ~er~vs
a.The respon edbfId tryof con aci ence p\O~b'l").5

~ . b.Consideration for a weak brother
---- , fie.
5.poJ.L<Le.x.niJlgspiritual gifts, 12:1 1. e~.f;.?t<>IL'-.;,'-1

a.The varieties of gifts, 12:4 -ns. ~oV~\ I
b.Speaking with tongues Ce <"

\ c .The h~~cellence of ~ ,12:31 & cb 15r, Wtt$ wlttd- f~JL/{r mtLHere~
4.Concerning the collection, 16:1

a-~~The'Practical matter of stewardship, coming rig,ht
after the profound doctrine of the resurrection

b.This is God1s plan for the support of His cause.
[r-k ~A-A--o vecs»: o ve r' ~ ~~ P: ft""'b (!,ca..ff\)



::;;0'r i'f--t,Hl,-1
.II.TheDeeper or RealATrouble ,tlith the Church

A.It, is common,tj1at peoRle, pften do not mentd on the
...r.ea~:I}robl,E!~.,pr t.roubf e bha to .i S, botl1~~~ng,(them "tlhen

l '~he:y'comi to f~."/sj~,:"efor ~orq.e~ne .e l se forr Q,ounselin~
B.Patil,1Il~~~:j.on/s 1'n c th er 'pilacea ,some of their nea L.

. ·problems,and tro~bles::v' c '0 . 0' ')

l!)lJ§.a,turt:tY, 3:1.1 babes in Chris"ti,' carna.L, of ,the
.~ . I" 0 • I' ,:;;(.. 4" f,f.t,e~h, Qrd(1.nary;~~t;l,')'J;ll.ere1l m$t-l", ./,.,3, '!, ( r' ':

tlDo'not bechi'ldren in yourt,hin~ingJI 14,:,20' ,:,.(
2.Quarre1ing, 1:11j 11:lB-i9

*j·~Fact'i6na.li'!3fu, 'dr'party" spfri t~ '1.il?~13 _
4.Jealousy,' strife .:: ',' (;,~' J ( If':

Someone.'recentlyfwro(te: ,'tlrAman may'd'isrupt the
f ello\,fSl>l'ip' ofl't he; church,a.B sa s sl'J.nat e·,the good name
and the ihf1u'eno~ D.f his' ·pastoJf,\·sow 'seeas (o=f' dis-aeh-
aion"amL:ausp1bion like tares 'in· the field a't n::lgh~,

, r. .( \ •. ( ! r (' I [ • ("

harrass and badger and threaten, and d~plete.the,
. spirftual resourc.es of "th'e '~nti'r'a' 6hut<;:h,~·fe1to\.z$hip ,..,
to the point o'f' making' it. incapa bre Lo'r fulfill:Lng 'i is

, c I 1-,' I 1 r { ''-; r I. ( {,'

. mission, and yet go on self-ri'ghteously'confidtmt that
he ~,s,serVint? Je~us'. (~e;naY,,!i'~hd,~~~ hi~ ,suPl'ort ~r

(
"'raY'er,r in 'at~end(:l~'c~, ,~nd ~nfina.hcia~ .~:b.ntrio\,\tipn

and no on e 1.8 ~terr~ bly concerne,d a:bout'the f'ellow-
. ship of the'cbhrch, btlt 0\11:1 that-"~om'~~ne 'h~~')offended
the d·ea..r brother and it: would he nic'e.',1i.ohget .him' to COmli

back into <the ,fola .11 -' c- r),. " r. e: C (

',' ("';' ,

5.- Immorality, ,incest, h()mo se.xu~li ty, ~'pl":osti'tution"
11 ?fou Name cltU - it, was .inc.tha:t- church circb~~'n

6. Boast-ing , ~ (,j,; U', r ! t

7,.Law8uits with each o.tbar: ",J;' (', J ," rlq ,,~J
•...g·o!dola-try
'-2.Sha-meful ,condud-t--a.-t-,th&'-L'or'o,Js --Ta·b1tt

, ,r." r.. C; r. _l (", ~ ,', {

C.All of theBe terrible sins were prevalent right in
the membership of the church;
and yet they were concerned with whether marriage
was sinful or not, ,.,hather it was right or wrong;

("'I.to buy meat in the public butcher shop without
cautiously asking beforehand \-{hether or mot it had

ever been o~fered to an idol, and about whet to do
.i f someone started speaking in an unknown tongue,
or whether or not a woman should speak publicly~
church. '



Likewise we today live in 'aworld on the
brink of nuclear destruction, where billions
of people arE! hUng~~z:ere.thou~ands ofoU'r-s:l-geeneJ.ghbors· ..~~~8'a.~.
~~~re without·~aith in Ohr-Ls t , ( )
where ourcJ.~J.es are beseJ.ged py enormqus
problems' of crime, narcot Lcs ,. unemployment,
racism, and bigotry. .'

Yet many. Chris ti~s 'in our churches are
b]indly oblivious to these larger, issues.
and spend the-ir time tal~ing about whether,
the King James Version is without error,
o>-whether we should tithe before,or

-after ta~es, or whether the~or~s S~pper
should be "open" or "closed,"
or·~.hether deacons must attend, every single
service of the church every,time the doors
are opened, or wh~ther
the uMoral Majority" "is rig~t or wrong,
or whether women are .to be J.ncluded in .the
tot'al ministries o,f the cHurch, ".(
or a thousand other such 'questions.

( .
. We' so easily get excited and disturbed

over ~verything excent the things that '
would arouse the righteous indignation of
J;esus;Christ,.that would dr-Lve us to put .
our own personal opinions aside and roll up
our sleeves and get to work trying to win
our generation to Christ.

"

(



IV.But this Same Letter alao Tells Ua What's Right
Wi th the Church. --

1.They are called "Sanctified, Saints, sustained by
the Lord" 1:1-9

2~Called and Oho aen of God " 1:26-31
3.\'Iitha Gospel ,,,hiehis the t'lisdom& Power of God,

1(;": 1- '3 1:18-2 :2 .
wN-1. 6\:. ~{ 7t};Ss)Of)'- ese-€.. 5,-,p. I'k,+e..s)

4.We are GOd's Temple: God's SPlrJ.t?le11s 1.0 us"
~:16 man;tt-~I w~~h.~

Se.("YtCes; I tf: 21-U, 33, liD
5.Great ordinancerin the Lord's Supper, 11:23-26

(At\tl -,~ 8~p+;sm
6.Great Challenge in the \ifayof Love, ch 13

7.Great Hope in the Resurrection, ch 15

8.The Body of Christ, of which He is Head, is
( loved by Him, bought with His blood, 1.Ccr.(2:(3

to be sanctified & cleansed by Him,
to be presented finally holy & without

or wrinkle or blemish,....,--Eph..--5':%3-2T-
spot,

CONCLUSION: True, the church is not yet perfect,
but it is the only institution founded personally by
Jesus Christ. It is made up of imperfect people who
have not yet attained that full spiritual maturity
that God wills; yet they are pressing forward tOvTard
the mark for that prize of the high calling of God
in Christ Jesus. There.i.a.~ trouble here and now
with the church of Jesus Christ; yet there is JlQ
trouble or problem w~th which we cannot deal effectively
by the power of the Spirit of God and with His help.

It is still one of our greatest privileges to be
a part of this church and let God work through us

both to _\.i.i~.!and to 9.sLHis good pi:easure. The skeptics
are too quick in singing the funeral dirge of the church
for Jesus Himself said, "it's!!!l church; and the gates
of death shall not prevail against it."
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7e 7h- /:xt.o)lU' 0 f- Fo ..c.+~1)Q.f'..sf1I'\
\~hen the ~y of Pentecost was fully come, they were
all together in orm PLACE. This place was probably
the temple, rather than in the Upper Room, as
commonly. assumed. They were in unity in God's
House of Prayer.

The story is told of a group of tribal chief tans
sitting in council. Each had his Olinplan for
meeting a threatened attack. An old and wise chief
then gave each man a single stick and told him to
break it. Each did so without difficulty.
Gathering the same number of sticks again, the old
chief bound them together into a bundle.1his he passed to each man, bidding him to break it.
Not even the strongest was now able to do so.
Thus, the wise chieftain enforced the necessity of
their unity. That is why one cannot be as good a

~



Christian without the fellowship of a church.
n-t-he-ehure-h-h-e-ea-nd-s-fli-msel--f-t-eget-h-er--w4:--t-h-ot-hers:---

for common Drayer worship, study, and service.
Answers can come to prayers that are made=~b~y~p=e~o-p~l~e-------
toget-h-er---and-stl.eee-s-s--ean--a-~t-end---werk---t--ha.+--i-s-den-e---
b eo le to ether which could not be otherwise •

il

.s, r~ «.L~e- G::>=s,--,-+_~~~..::-.-:==----:_
~e.- ~~s o~ 1fT


