
••TALKING WHEN YOU SHOULD ·BE LISTENING-. . ~ ~
;k ( , ", r

'Speak,Lord: tor; thy: ae"ant·heareth~·. I Sam. ,:10
. 1 , ~.. 1 •

• • 'r ,'.,': ......~ f,c..4: j,Ie ~
Intr'oductiiii. • . . /
( lPeople ge~ into,lot~, ot'·trcU'ble' 'by tOb ~Ch talk1ng.

Silence 1s ,goldeB.
Jamss warns us 'about th~ evil, JiJt .~he tongue. ,
AniDportant part o~ beipg a good cC!JDTe.r.ati.~alUt

is being a good.liEitener. _' ,
.IJllpem~a Peter ,and his .oUtapolcentongue. ~ '
W4 fe.e.-r,., f n..o.f- t7; 'fQ..1f.C.ln.rj-r btJ-f- ,by" Iv';$: ,t;>-lt-r;1-

I.An Important Part o~ Prayer l,s Lhtenin,g to God
a8 wellt as Talt1ng to~·H1m.·

1.Prayen- a.i!I petitiCl\ - G-1"'+ t~~\"'11\I'!' laJt' ~~~t'\
w'lM. ~c.w oj- Mt-. M-kfO"-"- .• 114 .

2.Prayer as interpession ....C LU..~ ,~:r~.+)"»
&.~\UJ ~~ ~ !-r>"\d.} ~~6..I,s~'*, 0I."~~:'(~v..~ ••.~~~~!~i

,.prayer ,as 8Uppl~~9:t.ion;-......•<,ft'4l...r ~ If" l.r ¥II'J . ' •••
irl-f· ,:,g i '~it '\: , ' ,' , ,I,~~ I _

-,: '" ' . I', .(~\:;'I.. ~\~6' l4tl .••••..~ (.II.t'!.Sp,ail!\J'1 Kt.,_
4.PrVe~·e.a Th8llke~vlng- . '1 -, ~-J~~j #.elf- ;'IIA\~I If

~~ "flt~ os~ ~L bltH "1 II~ v ~" \.~
,.Prayer as adoration -~Wt)"h. ~'3'~f~1~~~~vJ,~r:ai~e.

",,~<I'(3..d' '{f)~V' ~+ttr v-.!>-t~ 'fOv... .we~r et. 4iA..,'fOI.t?"
6.Pz:ayer as, Receiv~_g. . •

." f11t1\. \\.1- 'f ~ '
7.Prayek'"ae L1eten':iilg• ...,"

AoSaJJaielsaid, -'Spe~,. Lbrcl:' tor, thy, servant heareth.t
Mani protessing Ohr1.:tians 8~; -Listen, L~rd~

for thy 8Bryant !3P,aketh.'
B~"Pr8.Y'~ris th~ scul's, si!lcere, ~e~ire, ;'1. '. ..,

Uttered or unexpressed: .~ •
The simple list;ening of the ear

Whennone but God is near." . - . .'
C ,~~ ~~ ;~~jIIJ'wel'~ . -+-~' -Qv'~ .~irll OIJ~ ().v..StVe~1i

~ .'J.r~i~(A~r. wU' ?D~\l. J)~~lf1,-_ #'" f{s....,. .f
yt~\{~\,lllt ,Kl ~ •..•..v \~' tk __t\t-l ; ~s ~1k
~'\.leJ4eJ...'( ~~t ~A",t. \\J\tl' ;'~iJ.~~ ,\

Lo;J. SA1 ~\\ M,,\ •~~te.. \l JIA t:~c.o;\l..:.0'
BM''..rnccl'" Pa-I" cR.. IVcv IS; '37



II. The Discipline of Listening to God.
1.Ke~ quiet before Him ,

Ae'l'h'erewas 'a "little girf who said ab;oUta -ranting
preacher praying in such a loud. shout1ng vo:!,c.e:.
"Motner. don It y~ .think th~ ,if he, lived
"nearer to God he w0u1dnIt have~tJo tal~

•:'1 "'d?" ;,, ,.,', .., ", so .}'u. ,,
"a.~Mi~·all:' th.e t-r~fic' of the way.s.
v." 'l'urmC!ils.wi;hoti~. within, , '

Make"in my Jlear\ .a qU,ie'tplace, ..
Andcome and dwell therein;
A: 11:,ttle ~hrin~ of, quiet~es~
U1 .sacred to, "'yeelf, r

Where;'i'hou eh~t all my 80ul pO~8e8s,
AndI may find myself." L'·." ':

l~ r

2.Wait upon God. s: 0,

lea. 40:,l,''l'hey that wai~uPQn the Lord shall
renew ith'eizi -&t.religth•• :' r '~"

Ps. 27&14. 'Wait on the L~rde.,@Dd..he, shal~, .trengtherI
'Y', "'thy hear\. ' .'

, .Keep in Oontact witb Him. ' .
L.i.f~ wi\k EH~e~:\,)l~, e.'fr·••.•·" '> t-\~ ~ f'feA~;· .

t:~fed 1'0 "'~r '-O""-..i. VJe 'f6VI" tQ.\-\h.4.L1sten with understanaing. .,', " ' _
Heb. 5:11, "ye are dull of hea:rl.ng,"for'1~ are a.
babes, drinking milk and not .t~ong meat••.f>. .
J(3U ou~t to ,be ,t,eacl'1e,re,bt.t.~YeA1 need, fpr- one to
:te.ach'y.~. tbe,.'fil·.,.tpri:ncip:ies of r t}le fQr~aQle.of' God~
• , ,t-' - -- 1 "'~"n- b4,' fI' e rc:e.p-h"e.., -.-tf.tOV~tJ'44', \) ~

~.L1sten withi\ittent,i01n ' .~H~e.~ '"
I.alah (in ch.4~:20). 8po)c~of 8~e wh~ op~ed ~he eal

. tut' h~ara not~.

',' ~

6.L1sten with intention to":obey.
A.Even when the message is lmp1ealfant.

(as in Samuel's ease); va. 11-14
B.Even when the path of dutY' is dif'ficul t.

v. 18, "It 18 the Lord; let kH~s do what
seemeth him ~ood." ~

S"W\ ~\",~u.J &t't(1l'" - )~w\<Il., .r'~ le:.t A~\tlo\t ~ ••iI1U-
\'- 1 \<>1>~ -M Hec.~·t"', ~""A... +1I"H.a.. +0 ,fO"()~11..

1j\l~ e r- eyt,,;o Ot. pn:t" t '" ~A. ~\A.J /l r,
Fi w)tllt.A w..(.\\r~i" CA..vI!. I "'~ ~~,,/~~ni 78

M't ~e~yt AS "'v: 1.{ CA.! Jv..s+. 1\ w}]-C dllt::r'(Lt71~bWJ)
'16 t!J IPt~ti, Go ifeJY•.fA. H~t<i~ oier: "f Ct"" •. .IN. "fW', leI3f)'/.r.r.I, ( It.r. (i [:.. :·I,./tit/I{~L,· IYQV': ''1ill



TALKING WHEN YOU SHOULD BE LISTENING
I Samuel 3: 1-10

INTRODUCTION: The Bible tells us a great
story about a young man who had learried to

( listen at the right time.
Samuel was himself born in answer to his

mother's prayer, and he had been dedicated
to God from infancy. .

Once while he was in the temple with the
aged priest Eli he heard a remarkable voice

---ana recognized~it as the voice of God.
He said, ~Speak, Lord, for your servant is
listening~"

Samuel lived in a time much like our time
in that most people had drifted far from'any
concern for God's laws or God's will.
Only a small percentage of people were
deeply concerned to listen for God's voice
or to carry out his will in society.
It is remarkable that it was a young man,
possibly a boy only about 12 years old,
who had been so trained in the service of
God that he could respond when the crucial

hour arrived.
Many people are never so disciplined in
a religious life as to be ready for such a
revelation as came to Samuel.
God may be speaking in a hundred ways all
around them, but they do not hear or do not
recognize it....
As Elizabeth Barrett Browning said,
"Earth's crammed with heaven,
And every common bush afire with God;
And only he who sees takes off his shoes--
The rest sit round it and pluck blackberries.

But Samuel not only listened to God's voice,but he responded to it.
(~ An important part of listening to the Lord

is responding to him in faithfulness.
The call of God to respond to truth,
to make moral decisions,
~nd to learn what oUf duty is~s known as a call 0 God only when weanswer it and respond to it.
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