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INTRODUCTION:Did God abandon man a~;the
Garden of Eden? .

( ,Did'"God 1ei\ve 'Adam&"Eve. to stumb"t'e :a'long'the way,
through Uf$ "'witho'ut" a'ny d1v1n,e, he Lp for feTloW'sh,lp'?

! •• ' r •• r' OoviQualy, not..
Did GoCI.•..leave than only to'" ret;urn (at long intervals?
Not re~lly. Although not' recogni'zed', 6e'·~!,.,alW'aY's there.
God is-'a1waye in the midst of human' affai"rs' guiding, ,
ill spiring, Qll~ "unf'o-ldillg them. ,. - ,
~~ must not banish God from our~own day by arbitr~ri1y
dividing history 'into ancient ,& divin~ .a~ ~gain8t
modern & aecufa r , God is prnent with .us today just as
he wa~res~t:lt ~Q, Abraham, M08~e,:, Ieai~h" Samuel & Jeremid

1'1e shou].2 ••• L~1i. this !t'rJ,lth of the Divine' Pr.un-ce
in c,g.:r.J'.nt,human, history pose'S~ us.. ," ~...:..~:_ .. .

.,-- Ma-nyI>eopio', think the 'Bible l;-a-d',eacCbook.-
Some think God ~ to p, active-in, the 'world but
that he .no lanmer 18. . ,;) rh'e. IJe.~

~.. ~ the book cof' Acts opens with~'~
f that Jesus is' still actin'g thro.ugh~ hi's foUowers in
-the worl:d just as he did when he was alive' on earth

and "",lking the' dusty trails of Ca.pe,rnawn, Naze,reth,
and the.Mount of 'Olives. \ . r I •

, I am concerned in this .message about people who
today are asking ".~JLGo:d iN ,.the·~cont'empora.ry lift
of_J~ur tiJ:ll4.? I,~, he. speaking to us, through current eventill
~ co~~g;orirr:9.~.! it Tq them. I' would' 1~k,e ,tol say,
II Yee, God is still alive arid active today;t just as, "

b e has qeen in tne past. H,~;-~s sti)l ~pe~king;
and if \1- Qnly lis1;en,~, we c}il.n-.bear';'him.", '

" ' " ,.,' " ;~#"I~a."f>
I."God, who in many & various ways spoke ~~ to our

fa.thers by the prophets, in these last days ha e ' spoken
to us by hi~,So.n~' -,(Hob, 1:+-4) ..•.)/ r~ .• ~' "

Godwae, rev~a1ing Himself & speaki.ng & acting
~~hru J.el3'us, in hie In'o, death, r,$13. & asc~n.sion.

'God is .@t e!1enji.; he ~, speakj
Ho s~ t~ ~ .he speake in die.tin,ct me~,sa.g~
in voices ~wfu11y articulate. ' '(
Let us Q!,.ar that voice of, the .Son of God,
for ,if we hear it not, we may hear no o)ih~r;
and they' who hear it liv.~ OVER* I



n~es 'C;,6d, have something to say to us today?
Yes, He does. .
~.~~4l!£l$II;::;;ay:!;@.. 'Hi ' " ! ' ," ' 3 I J 1 9 t ftJ d)

Today we have many different .voices sp.eak~nf- '
~o' us" and t,elling us differ~nt '.things. ':' \ )
Voi.c~s f!rom ,poli tics, radio, TV, mass '
commun Lcat Lons , from, ,every. field of human

, learning, ,c,ome to us dai.Ly,
We might w,e,11ask, "DO~s God have something ,

t. . '. I.,>. '.. J._'

to 'say to us today?" , ,. , , ' ,,', '
.In. "the . time of, Jer,emiah, his .chi.ef 'of .s tace

"l ~, •. • . '. , , ,J \.. r

asked.', t~e same quest Lon, i :'15 '.~nere (any. word,
from ;the Lord?",; (Jer. 37:17) . '

Once a missionary in Brazil' stirred the' r'
curiosity of the native residents when he
sat reading his mail.
So far. as they could 'see he was just
looking at pieces 'of paper. '
He told them that it was his ~ail; 0 '
from thes'e pieces of papar he got his news. (
When they saw him, Jreading h.is"Bible .'
he' "told. them he was receiving news '.from'God;
and he'~start~d a new spz-ac t Lce among them.'
After that the people would approach him .:
when'they saw him reading the Bible and ask:
"Any news today frGni the Great Father?"

From,'e\te:ry contihent'the ques tion is"
being asked: "lS" there ,any news J f;r-om:the" ¥ {. , . ,r;. ,_ ,

Great Fatner?" ' .'
II Is the're any word from the. Lord?"
In Jerem'iah 's' tim~ the' people, 'for the most
part, had brought punishment on themselves,
for they would'not 1.isten to the wordS of

.the Lord. .';, ',' t '; "~: - <', ' "

If there is no word -front' tfie '~Lor\dfor us
today,' or if; we will not listen'to it,
then: we're in for the' Dark Ages! that will" ( ,
make the Medieval Age,look like a splendia
Golden Age of utop'ia by comparison ~ .
Our generation must be' remihded that there
IS a word trom th~ Lord .
Rei DOESna.ve someth~ng -to say to us today.
He who has ears to hear, let him hear. ,

:
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Martin Luther prayed fervently:
"Oh, my God, punish us .••. ra.ther with pestilenee,
with all the terrible sicknesses on earth,

(~ ••••~~ wi th ANYTHING r~ than
that thou be ~ilent to us!"t: Such silence never means that God does. not speak,

but that ...,ewill not hear.
To those who ...,illnot L~sten, God does not speak.

Then the whole universe becomes a gulf of silence,
a void of blackness.

They suffer, and there iS_Ito-.JiOJi;
They, sin, and there is no Redeemer.
They despair, and there is no Comforter.
GOld forgotten is. God ignored;
God i~ored is God doubted of;
God -doubted .of is God denied;_
and God,denied is sooner or later God detested.

A. (Exegesis) lfhat truth is found in this scriptun?
I.AII tha.t Jesus began to do & teach

a.The ~(doings/workB) of Jesus
( b.The .1!each~ of Jesus.

, 2.The place of the apostles whom he had chosen
a.He worked thru MEN.
b.He worked especially thru CHOSEN, men.

s:~ •• geFWiA 8~.rR"'<\imra:i~tH:.em~t'9>i'A·"'9"'h~;eQ-
...(-tR'.,"f" •••~ec''bwR ~

4.Yet God worked thru certain specific,actual,
contemporary events.

a.The event of the histgrical appearance of Jesus
b.The event of the death & res.
c.The ~ts were v~fidld by many proofs

(l)~Doee no violence to logical reasoning
(2).~e are not required to be so gullible as

to accept testimony ...,ithoutevideNce.

(

5.He acted in a practical way for them,
charging them to do something specific:
(Do not depart from J'lem but wait for the
..P..;:''2~ of the Father)

~
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B.EX?OSITION-"(ifllat is the MEANING of these truths?)
1.The acts andteachinge of Jesus himself ae found

in the four gospels were carried on and contiqu~d
in the apostolic period
a.Described in the book of Acts
b.The H.S. working thru the apost,lea. ,
c.There is an implicat'ion in the word "began'!

~hat the book of Acts will be an account of the
things 'J·esusCONTINUED i to do & tea,ch ,after
his aecob sio:n - by his Sp'irit, 'in his foll~.,ers.

The5~ of' the~ is tbe_~ aa that
of the_Gospel - the words & deeds of Jesus.
The Gospel was only the beginning.
The word "began" teaches us that the work of the
church is still the work of the Lord,
although he has now been taken up into heaven.

His sojourn on earth was only a BEGINNING
of a work which was destined to continue.

(

2.God has always worked thru MEN,
rather than thru programs or machines.
In this connection it is good to remember tha.t

Jesus preached much about the !<ing~Qm.of .~
~hat did he mean by this?

- The decisive intervention in history of God t
Himself to visit and redeem hie people.(F~s+J p~e..}~J~;e.)

There is a double petition in the Lord's Prayer,
IIThy kingdom come, thy will be done ••"
We might aesume that the second petition explains
and amplifies the first.

Defil'lition: the K. of Q.QQ.. is a society upon
earth where God's will is as perfectly done
as it is in heaven.

- ; willa;' th:: a lwar-Y8 ·reqt:t:t1!lT m:ell.,=t~ tGt..4;he.
•..._~!EB!:~a ]"j- . g,Qa....;, •.Eia,'UiI, «Rat:: m.k4t"+it>'w'Q •• a frY"

~ep-Iill!!--oot'e- -s'S'l<i'1fWe ••.•••

( 4.God always spoke to the Biblical writers in '
specific ways.,-!'/ n'Jz ;17'-.c'" t:'c..!>J.- en,I 0 ve" •• -I ~_
a.Illustration of Ahaz when the king of Syria and

the king of Israel came to fight against J'lem
and God promised their defeat and challenged
Ahaz to ask Him for a sign. (lea. ~:1-16) 0/



~r-~
C."2, b.
." "Do not pra.y for easy li~,es •

..FLi!Lto o~ strol'1ger men.. ,
Do not pray for ta.,sks equal ~o ;rour ..,201!fers.,
Pray:fo';r: po,,,ers egua( to' your ta!,'lks." , .:

-~hillip9 Brooka, qa,oted ~ Pres. ,Ke~medy
at:'pr'esi-dential l>:ray~r "Breakfast', '7 ,Feb ~63~)

v
• ; "l ( x"

r .

~
'I

~ r

,

;~ .

~5-

()

(

'i

. ()



They heard God's message thru specific h~storical
events.

5.~odI8~~~on requires some specific ~-action
on manI s part.

(, (Ill. of' Abraham, Mosee, Saul of Tarsus)

L..{) '0 1<': o«:-f-. .-- -:-::~..-:"'-(1 n 1-\ j 1'\ a:ered. >

2.The place of' God' e present da.y apostles is-
to be ready and available for God to use todaYI

as H. s •• a fit.
a.We must ask, "How can we best .rdate our lives

to the work God is doing today? *"
b.How does God use persons as cbannels of his

work in today's world? I (See .@ili by J?bUUp.s
- 11'1 yo ",r- <]"'4if'\Ar~ \"t.'c~"I~h. .ar.o.o.k.a.)..*~

. ·j-.ii'e-ml1'~-Q..:\"se~ ~tbe-8u~ern'8..tWla-l
( celemen-t e¥en--te&a~y--tf--th-e·-trO'o~fl.-.ct-8'"

-i-s-tG-b.,...iiI.=c:ont-inuit'l'g-e1tO'T'j-. tZIIXOUtXUlI
~K1:IIlt[lXKUUq:

~~lsup.-r.em e- -a·(}qui-e,"~nc-eJl.-efh.-tbe burmnr.::;;min~;
~'fl>-i"19·-net· "SUPl"-ettr«:;.-na..turet, ~i:~flOt- sup1"emaw..

a,

4.A. challenging task for Cbri'stians today is to try
to discover where & how God is working thru the

, events of today'e world.
flt~' Is God trying to tell us somethigg or do some-

"./' ~~ thing today thru ~.riTi:=8t=Nam='If8F', ,,-1M Fi=Qiye-=iR
v e/' . ~.tFaU IHlli N.·."FkV~he break-tbru in space
! exploration, ~n!~d=zNa-.t~i'e'rl<6" ·the ee-wne~l:

a-v~m,et'ltl & theological exploration in religiotj)?
/3)[)(. t::(jH1t. (1,~/J>

5.Christians must always guard against tFe d~ng!! of
( ~ralizing their oblilliati~ rather than hea.ring

. specifically what God is saying and rather than
doing ~xactly_the thing God wants them to do.
a.We need tbe H.S. to interpret God's aCtivities

for us today.
b.~'1e must make no mistake about it;

_ /_ the Xtn f'aith demands something of us. r ~"
D - - - \.~veY"/



~f£eYr-da;y..s~§-Q (Nov '7llr) A nether was charged with
child abuse 8,S she sat, in a closed van along a
sout.her-n. New,.Me:d0o Highway Hit.hout seeking help
while death and na.Lnut.r-i tion stalked her family.
The local" sheriff said the IVOIDan.was charged.' ()
"because food was available. There was an orchard----
acz oas vt.heToad, .and they sat bher e suffering from
malnutrition." , 0, '

Hou many parents sit, and do nothing while they
and their, childten are .-stalked 'by spiri tw:l mailmutrition
and spb::icttal ~deal:;hl And il1 almo::,l:;.cevery ca&(~'he1p
is near at hand. Other Christians are vTithin the
next block. churches .a're not 'far 'away, ' the gospel-
is .on the radio Hhich they own if only they would'
tune :i.t'in and. listen, Bibles are easily available
at all bookstores. Yet they~~just 'siet there and "
suffer from spt.r i t.ual. malnutitition and .death , 'abd
they lettheiil' children be deprived of religiouS.
educatzion and training,f and they g'row up .ii thout Cod
as practical pagans and athiests, vTit.h a character
weak .and stunted and side" .becaus'e they did not have
the benefit of, .a Christian' home and. influence. ( \

It .i.s the responsibility of all 'parents to
take the meat and drink of the 'gbspel for: themselves
and. to offer it t,o their oht Idr-en and. encourage' them
to get. the nourishmeht and sustenance that is· needed
and available to them for sniritual wholeness.
Parents Hho neglect this oui of callous indifferen..ce
are just 'as guilty as the poor Homanalong -t.he Neu
i"lexico highHayl
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OON'OLUSI ON : The ~ii-.ea;~ is that God is still
alive andl.'peaking and a.cting through people and
events oft19~Jjust as much as in AD 30 or A.D. 60.
God is not d eadj ~are dead spiritually to
perceive the_living God.
,God has~not ~.eased his acting on the stage of
world history with the close of the book of Acts
or of the N .or •

.lLonly we had eyes to 58!" he is still carrying
out his redemptive acts today.

~- wAQ it:lteF"eRea iR Nhe'al:! Gat'! iNter""eR_~~,N.'.,.~..) The Lamb of God who was victorious
over the (yranny of Rome can be victorious today
over the tyranny of any new anti-christian
totali tarianiem.i.ti?tl.in..crt~dOl\\Si?'t.-~+' Seec..J.a...r.J~:S:!i=>-ir., --

(
PRAYER AFTER THE SERMON:

o Lord God, who didst begin thy redemptive
work through Jesus our Savior, and
who hast continued it through thy servants down

through the centuries,
grant that we here today may be open channels
of communication to our own generation
as the Holy Spirit continues to act through~.~

. §.tl-wer-th-y.R-S--W'I,.a.-r-e.•>
ltle pray in Jesus' name. Amen.

{-
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