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INTRODUCTION: OFTEN WHERE THERE (S NO PHYSICAL NECESSITY FOR ACTION
THERE IS A MORAL NECESSITY. THERE WAS NO PHYSICAL NECESSITY
FOR NEHMEMIAM TO MAKE THAT 800 MILE TREK TO JERUSALEM TO THROW

~ IN HIS LOT WITH HIS STRUGGLING COUNTRYMEN ¢
[ NEMEMIAN®S BREAD WAS WELL BUTTERED IN THE PERSIAN PALACE,.
BUT IF HE WAS GOING TO BE TRUE TO HIS OWN CONVICTIONS,
HE HAD TO GO REBUILD THE BROKEN DOWN WALLS.

loTHE FIRST THING WE FIND NEMEMIAM DOING IN JERUSALEM WAS
MAKING A MOONLIGHT SURVEY OF THE SITUATION, 2:11=16,.
AHE AROSE IN THE NEGHT AND MADE AN ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION
= AS HE VIEWED THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM, WHICH WERE BROKEN DOWN,
AND THE GATES THEREOF WHICH WERE CONSUMED WITH FIRE,
HE SURZEYED THE TASK TO BE DONE,
Bs WE, TOO, TODAY, HAVE A GREAT AND [MPORTANT JOB FACENG US
THAT NEEDS TO BE DONE FOR THE GQORY OF GOD,
1.1Ts MAGNETUDE IS ALMOST INDESCRIBABLE ==
TO SEEK THE PRESENT AND ETERNAL SALRATION OF A GUELTY,
RUINED, AND PERISHING WORLD erwes
TO PREACH THE GOSPEL UNTO EVERY (REATURE,
TO WIN AND TEACH CHRISTIAN WITNESSES,
TO APPLY §N OUR PERSONAL LIFE AND SOCIAL CULTURE ALL
THE THINGS THAT JESUS TAUGHT,
AND TO RAISE THE WORLD FROM THE RUINS OF GHE FALL,
AND RESTORE IT TO SOMETHING OF ITS FORMER ORDEE AND BEAUTY,
( THAT THE LORD MAY DWELL AMONG USe
20 THIS TASK MUST BEGIN IN OUR OWN HEARTS,
3.WE MUST NOT LOSE SIGHT OF THE FACT THAT GOD'S WORK BN THE

WORLD IS TO BE WNEEEMXXMWWW
BY THE FEEBLE, AND OF ITSELF PQWERLESS,

INSTRUMENTALITY OF CHRISTIAN PEOPLE, AS ACCOMPANIED BY
THE SAVING AND SANCTIFYING INFLUENCES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT o

1. THAT "THE PEOPLE HAD A MIND TO WORK"™ IS SHOWN BY S
THE WAY THEY FACED OPPOSITION.

1.0NE IMPORTANT WAY NEHEMIAH FACED THE OPPOSITION OF SANBALLAT,
ToBtaH, AND GESHEM, WAS BY LARGELY [GNORING THEM, 6.3
WHEN THEY WOULD GRUMBLE, GROAN, CRITICIZE, AND COMPLAIN,
NEHEMSAH WOULD KEEP RIGHT ON WORKENG AND SAY ONLY, "I AM
TOO BUSY TO COME DOWN OFF THE WALL AND ARGUE WITH Youi®
SMALINESS MUST NEVER BE MET WITH SMALLNESS.
1T TAKES TWO_TO MAKE A QUARREL, AND IF ONE OF THE 1gwa is
TOO BUSY DOING SOMETHING REALLY IMPORTANT TO LISTENAOR DISCUSS
ANY GUTTER GOSSIP, THE ISSUE OFTEN PETERS OUT.
2.AMOTHER WAY NEHEMIAH AND HIS FELLOW WALL=BU[LDERS FACED THEIR
0PPOSITION WAS BY FRAYER,
( THEY MET OPPOSITION FIRST DOWN ON THEIR KNEESy VSo 4=5,9
3,By COOPERATION AND UN ION .

NOTHING CEMENTS A GROUP LIKE OPPOSITEION.

WHEN SANBALLOT ENLISTED ToBIAH, AND TOBIAH VISITED GESHEM
AND VON HIM OVER TO THEIR SIDE, AND THE SAMARITANS BROUGHT
IN THE AMMONITES AND THE ITES THE ARABIANS, THEN THE
JEWS UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF NEHEMIAH DREW THEIR FORCES EVEN
CLOSER TOGETHER THAN EVER BEFORE,




4,THE FINAL WAY THEY FACED THE OPPOSITION WAS
BY BEING PREPARED FOR ANY EVENTUALITY.
THEY HAD A TWO=EDGED POLICYS
THEY ORGANIZED THEMSELVES AT ONE AND THE SAME TIME INTO
WATCHERS AND WORKERS
IT §S TOO BAD THAT THE SITUATION WAS SERIOUS ENOUGH
. TO MAKE THAT NECESSARY,
( MASONS AND CARPENTERS WERE PREPARED TO DROP THEIR TOOLS
AND IN A FLASH BECOME SOLDIERS,
ENEMIES OF SANBALLOT!S STRIPE KNOW ONLY ONE LANGUAGE=
THE LANGUAGE OF COLD STEELe
UNTIL THAT COLD STEEL S PUSHED UNDER THEIR NOSES, THEY ARE
ALL BLUFF AND BLUSTER AND COWARDS .
THERE ARE APPLICATIONS OF TH!S PRINCIPLE OF PREPAREDNESS
IN QUR OWN MATIONAL SCENE.
et ONE HATES TO THINK OF MAINTAENENG LARGE MILEITARY FORCES
AND CHVIGIAN RESERVE COMPONENTS, OF STOCKPILING WAR MATERIALS,
BUT THAT IS THE ONLYLLANGUAGE SOME PEOPLE CAN UNDERSTAND.
UNLESS THE PILE IS HIGH ENOUGH, WE WHO ARE LIKE NEHEMIAH
IN BELIEVING FUNDAMENTALLY BN PEACE, ARE AT THE MERCY OF
SCOUNDRELS o
AND THERE ARE TIMES IN THE APPLICATION &F OUR CHRISTIAN
ETHICS WHEN WE MUST NOT ONLY PROCLAIN A CONCILIATORY MESSAGE
OF LOVEy MERCY, AND PEACE,
BUT WE MUST BE PREPARED TO FIGHT AGAINST SATAN AND HIS SERVANTS
FOR THE FAITH ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED TO THE SAINTS
AND FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO CARRY ON THE CONSTRUCTIVE WORK OF
BUILDEING THE WALLS OF OUR JERUSALEM WHEREVER COD HAS CALLED US,.

.

f1l . THE ATTITUDE THAT WINS §S TO "HAVE A MIND TO WORK"

THIS INDECATESS

1 .EARNESTNESS o
A THOROUGH PERSUASION OF THE TRUTH OF HE MESSAGE WE PROCLAIM.
B.DEEP SENSE OF THE INFINITE VALUE OF THE HUMAN PERSONALITY.
CoAN INTENSE CONVICTION THAT IT is GOD®S WORK, AND NOT OUR OWN,

THAT WE ARE DOING.
2.PERS I STENCE, "STICK=TO=} T=EDNESS"

3.CoURAGE,
"SHOULD SUCH A MAN AS | FLEE?Y 6311

4,Ha RD WORK
ASome HAVE A MIND To THINK, BUT NOT TO WORK
B.SOME HAVE A MIND TO SFEAK, BUT NOT TO WORK
(AS A RULE MOST WORK IS DONE WHEN THERE IS LEAST nmssé ’
I8
CONCIUS ION: LoOK AT THIS MAN®S SUMMARY STATEMENT, 'S0 THE WALL W
(| FINISHEDo." WHAT A SIMPLE, BABY=LIKE SENTENCE} BUT HOW MuUCH
WAS INCLUDED IN THAT LITTLE WORD "sO", AFTER CALMLY SURVERYING
THE SITUATION THAT FACES US IN PERSONAL AND CHURCH SERVICE, WE
MUST MEET EVERY KIND OF OPPOSITION FURST UPON OUR KNEES AND THEN
SIDE BY SIDE WITH OUR BRETHREN, WITH CHRISTIAN CO'NVICTION LET
US BE PREPARED ALWAYS FOR ANY EVENTUALETY, BUT LET EVERYONE
UNDERSTAND THAT BUILDING AND NOT FEGHTING IS OUR MAIN BUSINESS.
WiTH SUCH A MIND TO WORK, THE WALLS WILL BE BUILT ABAENS
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