#A0 WO MEN OF DISTINCTION. Gen. 19:1; DAN, 2249

INTRODUCTION S 'THE GATE WAS THE PLACE OF LEGAL TRIBUNALS AND
PUBLIC ASSEMBLYS. IN DEUT, WE READ ABOUT THE JUDGES, OFFICERS,
AND ELDERS OF THE GATES. PROV. 31323 SAYS OF THE VIRTUOUS
WOMANS "HER HUSBAND IS KNOWN IN THE GATES,
WHEN HE SITTETH AMONG THE ELDERS OF THE LAND,"
( USUALLY WHEN YOU READ IN THE BIBLE OF ONE SITTING IN THE GATE
1T MEANS THAT HE §S A CITY OFFICIAL,

1.LOT WAS A MAN OF DISTINCTOON IN ScDoM.
Gsu. 19:1, "LOT SAT IN THE GATEZOF SODOM4"
1 HE Was DISTINGUISHED FOR HIS SELFiSH cuoncs. :
AGEN, 13:10=13, LOT CHOSE ALL THE PLAIN OF JORDAN BEQAUSE i
WAS FERTILE AND WELL WATERED EVERYWH e BUT HE DD NOT

CONSIDER THAT "THE MEN OF SODOM WERE AND S INNERS
BEFORE THE LORD ‘EX NGLYo"
BeSTORY'OF:THE /MINISTER OF THE SCOTCM KIRK smo (INn A DREAM)

T0 THE ELDER, "THERE®S NAE STRIFE UP MERE, JANo"
C.CONTRAST LOTPS SELFISHEEEE MATERSALISM WITH ABRAHAMSS
MAGNAN IMOUS RIGHTEOUSNESS e

20L0T WAS DISTINGUISHED FOR HIS COMPROMISING CONDUCT.
AoIN ORDER TO MAINTAIN HIS POSITION IN SODOM HE WAS UNDOUBTEDLY
COMPELLED TO COMPROMISE HIS PRINCIPLES AND CONDUCT.
BoHIS OPPOSITION AVAILED NOT THE SLIGHTEST,
How coulp 1T, WHEN THE SODOMITES KNEW PERFECTLY WELL THAT,
WETH ALL HIS DENUNCIATION OF THEIR WICKED WAYS, HE PREFERRED
-~ THEIR MONEY=MAKING COMPANY TO THE DESOLATION OF THE HILLS,
( WHERE ME WOULD BE VEXED WITH NO FILTHY CONVERS ATION OR CONDUG
BUT WOULD ALSO FIND NO MARKETS OR wut:m" '

Ce THERE 1S MUCH THAT 1S ADMIRABLE AND PA'I‘I-IET!C 1N loTes
CONDUCT THIS LAST NIGHT N SODOMe
To GO OUT AMONG A DISSIPATED, LAWLESS MOB,
WELD WITH PASSION AND ENFURIATED BY OPPOSITION ==
TO GO OUT AND SHUT THE DOOR BEHIND MM ==
WAS AN ACT OF TRUE COURAGEe
To DEFEND HIS GUESTS HE PUT HIMSELF 6N A POSITION WHICH
COULD HAVE COST HIS LSFE.
YET, THAT IS THE BEST AND JUST ABOUT ALL THE G00D
WE CAN SAY FOR HiM,
He WAS A COLD=BLOODED, CALCULATING POLITICIAN WHO,
i THE MIDST OF TREMENDOUS PUBLIC CALAMITY,
WAS KEEMLY ALIVE ONLY TO HIS OWN INTERESTS
AND WOULD SCHEME FOR HIS OWN PRIVATE WELL-BEING.

3,LOT WAS DISTINGUISHED FOR HIS INEFFECTIVE INFLUENCE.
(MoobY®s STORY OF OLD MAN WHO WAS A RECLAIMED BACKSLIDER,
WHO REALIZED THAT ME HAD TAKEN HIS CHILDREN INTO THE wom.o,
- BUT COULD NOT BRING THEM OUT AGAIN)
( A.lurwwcs ON HIS SONS [N LAW, V, 14,
BoON HIS WIFE, Ve 26
CoOn HIS omemms, VSe 30=38,
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[l DANIEL WAS ANOTHER MAN OF DISTINCTION, DaNe 2349,
“DANIEL SAT IN THE GATE OF THE KING"

1 ,HE WAS DISTINGUISHED FOR HIS COURAGEOUS CONVICTIONS, 1:8=20,
He PURPOSED IN HIS HEART THAT HE WOULD NOT BEFILE HIMSELF,
ADANIEL®S BODY WAS FREE OF PHYSICAL DISSIPATION,

AND HIS MIND WAS FREE OF MORAL DISSIPATION.

BoTHE PURE IN HEART SEE NOT OMLY Gob
BUT EVERYTHING ELSE BETTER THAN THE SELF=INDULGENT.

CoTHEY WHOSE CAUSE IS JUST AND WHOSE HEART IS PURE
HAVE A BIG ADVANTAGE.

2.HE WAS DISTENGUISHED FOR HIS HONORED ADVANCEMENT, 2:548,49
A.JESUS SAID, "HE THAT HOMNORS ME, Yy
HiM WILL MY FATHER HONORo®

B INTELLIGENT GOODNESS IMPRESSES ALL PEOPLE OF GOOD SENSE.

EVEN BAD PEOPLE WHO ARE REALISTIC ADMIRE IT

AND WILL REWARD IT

MEN OF INTEGRITY AND MIGH IDEALS ARE TRUSTED BY ALl

IT 1S REMARKABLE HOW BIG CITY BOSSES WITH CROOKED POLITICAL

MA CHINERY SOMETIMES PUT MEN OF CHARACTER IN POSITIONS OF TRUST

3oHE WAS DISTINGUISHED FOR HIS DETERMINED DEVOTION, 6310
Ay HE PRAYED AS USUAL, AND DID NOT TRY TO WIDE T,
B.SOME PEOPLE WOULD BE VERY LOYAL IF THEY KNEW THAT GOD
WOULD ALWAYS DELIVER THEM IN THE NICK OF TIME,
CoMANY PEOPLE WOULD LIKE TO BE HEROES [F THEY KNEW THEY
, WOULD HOT GET HURT.
{ DoTHE THREE HEBREW CHILDREN WERE WILLING TO TRUST GOD,
AND BE TRUE TO HiM, EVEN §F HE DION®T DELIVER THEM FROM
THE FIERY FURNACE e

4.DANTEL WAS DISTINGUISHED FOR HIS TRIUMPHANT TESTIMONY,
A THE KING RECOGNIZED THAT THE Gop oF DaNIEL WAS THE Living Gob
AND DECREED THAT ALL MEN SHOULD FEAR HiM, 6:25-28
BDANIEL PROVED THAT A GODLY MAN CAN BE (N PRLITICS AND STELL
MAINTAIN HIS CHRISTIAN TESTIMONY IF HE WANTS TO.
He PROVED THAT A GOOD HEART CAN BE STRONGER THAN ITS
ENVIRONMENT, DANIEL®S ENVIRONMENT WAS JUST AS BAD AS LoT's,

BUT DANIEL HAD A STRONG RIGHTEOUS HEART, WHILE LOT HAD A
WEAK, SELFISH, AND WORLDLY HEARTe
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