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NO MENor DISTINCTION. GEN. 19:1; DAN. 2:49

INTRODuCTION: 'T~E SAn! .WA~ THE PLACE OF LEGAL TRIBUNALS AND
pUBLic ASSEMBLYS. IN Oe:UT. WE READ ABOUT THE JUDGES, OFFICERS,
AND ELDERS OF THE GATES.~. 31:23 SAYS OF THE VIRlOOUS
WOMAN: "HER HUSBAND IS I(NOWN I N THE GATES.

(
~ WHENHE S I TTETH AMONGTHE ELDERS OF T HE LAND,"

USUAUV WHEN YOU READ IN THE BIBU OF ONE SITTtrfG If~ THE GATE
IT MEANS THAT HE IS A CITY OFFI'CIAL.

I.LoT MAS A MAN OF DISTINCTION IN SCDOM.
GEN. 19:1, "loT SAT IN THE GATE40F SoDOM,," ,
1.HE WAS DISTINGUISHED FOR "'S SELFISH CHOICE. ,~'"

A.GEN. 13:10-13, loT CHOSE ALL THE PLA,IN OF ..bRPAIfBECAUSE IT
WAS FERTeLE AND WELL WATERED EVERYWH~E. BUT HE DID NOT
CONSIDER THAT "THE MEN OF.'SOD0r4"'~ 4I!.lCK~ AN, D SINNERS

BEF'(l)RETHE LoRD·'EXCEEDiNGLY."
B.s-\fORY'OFSTBEYM'fR ISTER OF THE ScotCH KIRK'WHo SAID (IN A DREAM)

TO THE ELDER "THERE'S NAE STRIFE UP HERE, JAN." ,
C.CoNTRAST loT'S SELFIS~MATERIALISM WllK ABRAHAM'S

MAGNANIMOUSRIGHTEOUSNESS. '

2.LDT WAS DISTINGUISHED FOR HIS COMPROMISING CONDUCT.
A.IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN HIS POSITION IN SoOOM HE"WA5:"UNDOUBTEDLV

COMPELLED TO COMMONIS1tHIS PRINC.PLES AND CqNDUCT.
B.HIS OPPOSITION AVAILED NOT THE SLIGHTEST. ..'

How COULD IT, WHEN THE SoDOMITES KNDI PERFECTLY WELL THAT,
WITH ALL HIS DENUNCIATION OF THEIR WICKED WAYS, HE PREFERRED

(
THEIR MONEY-MAKING COMPANVTO THE DESOLATIOt. OF THE H8 USp

WHEREHE WOULD BE VEXED WITH NO FILTHY CONYERS ATION OR CONDUCI
BUT WOULDALSO FINO NO MARKETS OR WEALTH?

)
C. THERE IS MUCH THAT IS ADMIRABLE AND PATHET!C IN loTtS

CONDUCTTHIS LAST NIGHT IN SoDOM.
To GO OUT AMONGA DISSIPATED, LAWLESS MOB,

WILD WITH PASSION AND INFURIATED f1f OPPOSiTION -
TO GO OUT AND SHUT THE DOORBEHIND HI,.,. -
WAS AN ACT OF TRUE COURAGE.
To DEFEND HIS GUESTS HE PUT HIMSElF IN A POSITION WHICH
COULD HAVE COST HIS LIFE.

YET, THAT IS THE BEST AND .JUST ABOUT.AY:..THE GOOD
WE CAN SAY FOR Htr •••

HE WAS A COLD-BLOODED. CALCULATING POLITICIAN WHO,
IN THE MIDST OF TREMENDOUSPUBLIC CALAMITV,
WAS KEENLY ALIVE ONLY TO HIS OWN INTERESTS
AND WOULD SCHEME FOR HIS OWN PRIVATE WELL"BEING.

3.loT WAS DISTINGUISHED FOR HIS INEFFECTIVE INFLUENCE.
(fobODY'S STORY OF OLD MAN WHOWAS A RECLAIMED BACi(SUDER.
WHO REALIZED THAT HE MAD TAKEN HIS CHILDREN INTO THE WORLD,

. BUT COULD NOT BRIN6 THEM OUT AGAIN)
IA.INFWENCE ON HIS SONS IN LAW. V. 14,
B.ON HIS WIFE, V. 26
C.ON HIS DAUGHTERS, VS. 30-38.
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IleOANIEL. WAS ANOTHER MAN OF DISTINCTION, DAN. 2:49,
"DANIEL SAT IN THE GATE OF THE KING"

1.HE WAS DISTINGUISHED fOR HIS COURAGEO\JS CONVICTIONS, 1:8-20,
HE PURPOSED IN HIS HEART THAT HE \/OULD NOT DEFILE HIMSELF.
A.DANIEL'S _BO~ WAS fREE OF' ~YSJC~L DISSIPATION,

,( AND HIS ~ WAS FREE OF f1,dRALDISSIPATJON.

B.THE PURE IN HEART SEE NOT ONL'f Goo
BUT EVERYTHING ELSE BETTER THAN THE SELF-INDULGENT.

C.THEY WHOSE CAUSE IS JUST AND WHOSE HEART IS PURE
HAVE A BIG ADVANTAGE.

2.H£ WAS DISTINGUISHED FOR HIS HONORED ADVANCEMENT, 2:48,49
A.JESUS SAID, "HE THAT HONORS ME. __ ' __

HI~ WILL MY FATHER HONOR."
B.INTELLIGENT GOODNESS IMPRESSES ALL PEOPLE OF' GOOD SENSE.

EVEN BAD PEOPLE WHO ARE REALISTIC ADMIRE IT
AND WILL REWARD IT.

HiN OF' INTEGRITV AND Ii 16H IDEALS ARE TRUSTED BV ALL.
IT IS REMARKABLE HOW BIG CITY BOSSES WITH CROOKED POLITICAL
MA·CHINERY SOMETIMES P\JT MEN OF CHARACTER IN POSITIONS OF TRUSl

3.HE WAS DISTINGUISHED FOR HIS DETERMINED DEVOTION, 6:10
A; HE PRAYED AS USUAL, AND DID NOT TRV TO HIDE IT.
B.sOME PEOPLE WOULD BE VERY LOYAL IF' THEV KNEW THAT Goo

WOULD ALWAYS DELIVER THEM IN THE N ICI( OF TIME,
C.MANY PEOPLE WOULD LIICE TO BE HEROES I F' THEY IaIIEW THEY

WOULD NOT GET HURT.r D.THE THREE HEBREW CHILDREN WERE WILLIIlIG TO TRUST GoO,
\ 'AND BE TRUE TO HIM, EVEN IF HE P'ON'1' DELIVER THEM FROM

THE FIERY FURNACE.

4.DANIEL WAS DISTINGUISHED FOR HIS TRIUMPHANT TESTIMONY.
A. THE KING RECOGN I ZED THAT THE Goo OF DANI EL WAS THE LIVING GoD

AND DECREED THAT ALL MEN SHOULD FEAR HIM, 6:25-28
B.oANIEL PROVED THAT A GoDLV MAN eAN BE IN "'-ITICS ANI> STILL

MAINTAIN HIS CHRISTIAN TESTIMONV IF HE WANTS TO.
HE PROVED THAT A GOOD HEART CAN BE STRONGER THAN ITS

ENVIRONMENT. DANIEL'S ENVIRONMENTWAS ..lUST AS BAD AS loT'S,
BUT DANIEL HAD A STRONG RIGifTEOUS HEART, WHILE loT HAD A
WEAK, SELrISH. AND WORLDLY HEART •
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