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PAUL'S PER~ONALTESTIMONY

Acts ch 26,:'esp. vs. 19-29
When God, sent Anania.s to lead Saul of Tarsus
to cChrist He had said, "he is.a chosen vessel

unto me to bear my name be f'or e 11he Gentile s ,
-.o! and kings, and the children of I$rael.tt
Now Paul was doing just that. '
He'was giving his testimony of the ,saving
power, of -I esu s Ch!-"i~t to a king, queen,,' ,
governor, ~oya~ court, and pagan and ge~tile
assembly. '. .'

j

I.PAUL'S I~TRODUCTORY'A~DRESSTO,AGRIPPA, ys 1-~.
A.It.-was'very courteous, r-ec ogri i zi.ng Agrippa's
kn?wledge, and requestin~ that-he should
hear him' in patienc e. L," •

B.Paul pro~ablygave a genuine sigh of,relief
t.ha't., he r'i/as to be heard, by one who would at
least be abLe tec hndcal Ly, to f'o Lf.ow hi s
argument.' ,C •

~Festus knew that Agripp~ had the mest
Lnt fmat ej knowLedge of the Jewisr f'a i th
and belie f" and 'pr ac t Lce , so 'he, naturally
proposed to discuss Paul's case with him.

D.As Paul lookea into ~he face of Agrippa,
and knew him to be 'a, magnlficen t man in many
respec~s, he must have felt withih himself:
no, that this.man could only see these
thi-ng s" as I have seen them through the' .

. light rof trhe .r-e sur r-ect Lon of .the Lord. II

_He hus t hav'e had a strong ,deslre to Le'ad
Agrippa to Christ.

II •PAUL'_ST,ESTIMONYIN HIS OWNDEF~NSE
A.It was'the"testimon;1,of a changed man•

.One of the ax t.r-aor.d.tnar-y -thLngs about the
great characters 'in the NT storycts that
they were neve r 'afraid -to confess what
once~they had been. t, ,
Here in the pr-esence of the tking" '
P~ul frankly and freely confesses that
there was a day.whe n he"had tried to elimiR
nate the name of Christ and to blast the
Christians out of existence •.



Dr. William Barclay tells the story ,of
a famous' evangelist and preacher called
Br-own'Low -No.rt.h ,

r He too was a changed man and in his early
.d aye he had lived a life that was anything
but Christian. (
Once, in Aberdeen, he received a ietter, )
just before he was to enter the pulpit to
preach in a church..' ,
This letter. informed him that its writer had, I . -. . .
evidence of some disgraceful thing which
Brownlow North had done before he·b~came a
Christian;" .,
aRd it went on to say. that the writer was'
going to interrupt' the ae r-vi,c e and tell the
wholp congre~ation Of that sin if North

. preached.
Brownlow North took the letter into the

r - . ~ pu Lp i t ;
he read it to' the congregation;
he ~old of the thing that once he had done;
and then he told them that the charge wart"'-
absolutely true, ~u:.t that Christ. had r

. changed him and r .that. Christ could.
do the same for them.

He' used the ve~y eviqence of his shame
to turn it to the glory of Christ.

, . '.•.

B.lt was a defence of lithe waytl. to a logical
. mind.

1 .It was wi thth'e: pur-pose to convince .th is
man, to capture the logical assent
of an acute mind. .

2'.He gegan by asking Agrippa to remember
his past life from his. youth up,. ~
"among'his own n=t i.on and .at Jerusalem"
known to a.Ll, the Jews. It ,

3 •Continuing , he said tlAfter the. straitest
sect of our religion I lived -a Pharisee. It

4.He described to Agrippa his first
contact 'wi th lithe Waytlof Jesus' of

Nazareth.
He was very antagonistic and st r-ongLy
o'ppo ae d , '

r5..T!+.enhe .told the s Lmp l.e and cent ral story
01 how the cris is carne which changed
.ev;erything in his life;
how he w as on the wav to Damasc ue ,

, persecut ing even urrt.o f orlign c it ie $
{ , those who named His name; ",

'J how 'a light had. shone' about him
. brighter than the sun, '.

and a ivoIc e had apoke'nr.
,it" was 't he .voi ce t of Jesus t.enderly 'calling
him horne' to. 1nner .pe ace f. , "
and c alling' 'him to be .8: pioneer messenger
to all the Gen-tiihes. .

6.Patn de cbae d that his testimony was in
harmony with the foretelling of prophets,
"and t-he teaching .o f Moses, .
that the Messiah must suffer;
ana that out of the r.esurrection,light,
had come the esplanation of the

_ anc ient prophe 'ta of the O'l' ,
Paul thus .argue d before Agr-Lpp a that his

( Christianity was the logical .and necessary
( sequel to his 'past ,; r.: .

becaus e that. which waa the_ c errtr al. hope
of' Judaism had' been ful:(.ille d in One Who
demonstrated His Messi~hship by His
actual resurrection,from .among ~he dead.
He.had ~ndefe~ rhet 'q~e J eSlils,,~J~~y,~ad
murdered af.Iv e t • ,., ..J , , "

, " . I"He c6uld do no other than follow His call.
')0 "': r ~ I 1 ~ •

C.But this address of Paul was not merely a
defens e: of tithe: Way'! for r the logic ~i mind;
it was the declarati on of Hthe Way" fOF
the epquiring spirit..- , , '
It was not only a mental movement or"

r ' 'argument;
it was a spiritual movement ~ntended to

.,'compel t~e will to yield obedience to the
( call and, e laims of'. Chris t.

\ - ! \.,

-
·u 1



1.T.he c en t r a.I fac-t. -rc,:r;:eat.;ing~t,hreGodS;pel,
acc():r:d,i.ng1'~~o.P,auf, w_a.s;_t:q,e.t~sen, living,

, " ac-ting J ffils';' .
and the central f ac t of this.:-g-dspEfI is
tlte: s~uIfer~~ng: Me's'si.ah.'of 1\~os.es and 'the.
p'rbphe1t s~,'"-s'e~eh.in '~h,e'_li")~pt ::o~:..~ -. ~

~ the resurrectlon; )
Not the Cross' apart l:,rqm f:"e'surrec,t.i-on,- :-=
but the' 'Cros·s;. ~intLe:tp-retedi by the res.,

~ J [" w,as_.the g,~spel 'I,vlii'ch 1:'a.u~ jrr-eac he d •. -..
- 2. Vs .: l71 & df8 g"ive- .us .--S:' pe:r~e'ct .summany of

what Christo, d oe s foJ;:' me~n.(Bar.c~ay):..!. . _
a.He,_ope_ns "t he Lr exe-rsro.'. ~",' '" ..
tb .He turns_ them from -dark,ne ss to. ["the' 11ght.

, ",-c ~.H.et~aris~t;~~r~~.r:i_~.fro~ t'lre,.'IJOw:er.::of ~Sa.tan
-i _ t cJ the p ow-er "-(}';f- God."_

d.He gives "him forgiv:e1fe's~ of s i.ne . - .
. .and ~.~$1la~re"'wi~h .the J:9.anctitted. _, .

'3.VS,L20 ...Jg;:t,te:s-a v:.i-vid :..summarY'fo~l:t~, substance
of the riie.ssag~ \v1+iQh"Paul prehclied EBarclay)
a.He cal,ted on .men to r-e perrt-e . r"'"

~ .. : "-"" -;"~-:~i, :: ~--:'G:hange ~tJie"ir 'mi'nd s ...
"~Thrs'iY1~vo-lv~s.s6:trow., " .::<';[~'. .. ~
It Lrrvo I've s ~:new ~e.~o~ve," L.a dete'rmi-nation that by t.he g r ac e of
..God '--we-will "be chang edj . >" .'
it ,i ~ a --brea¥ with the pa s t ' and .'
a d-edication to God; ,'., ~, _

b.He 'called on men t o ctunn t t o Godo
_r , ciHe c,alled on ,men tb d6-deedq'to:mhtch

. ~ ·thei.r rep'en;tanceo' " ..-' .,t.
III.PAntts GLO~'iN8 APPEAL TODA~RIPPA c.:

A. "Followed the' inte'r:ruption" to,Jfiis add:eess
. .' ,\, ~b.Y.Fe$t1.,(s.. . -
1•~es.Ytt~:,9~~ "li~~~ne~d~',t~.r~~e):ias~~?i~~ory
Oftqls _mar; ,. t,o .th~,J strange th1.1!lgs' ~

<: he hfi<:\; '~a..ia.'a.b~~:Uy;"Y~.~J,g.r~,,:?-n~r~ve,~~ tions
c,~nd, VOte,e,s"apd r,~.sJlrre:~~,1..~n, .. '- C

'and now,"he-cou'ld' e'n'dure";:it m'o 'lo·ttgeT~
. H felt .t.hat Daur-,::"~V)g·):.e{it:'Ie'Efrhin'g-"Ce '. ,_ , .I., 1 '1 " , ' , -'

had driven him mad.' ' -' ,
;l.Bu t what wa.s "s.h~eJ;:',madne s s' t~6'Th'e
go~·~.~nor,'s way of'lthi'rikirig was ··truth
and sober thinking to Paul's.



B.Paul appealed directly to, fgriPpa: '
"You be lie ve the praphets, dan "t you,

, ,. yaur Macjes ty?" .
1.Th~ events which fulfilled the anc ient

praphecie~ w~re well knawn ~ publ~c;
( I 2.Anyane who,beLf.e ve d 't he pr ophe t s and

campared their preaictlansCwith. the
hLetor ic'a I facts cancerning Jesus of
Nazareth must ac~nawledge the tru~h

af Cpristiani:ty.
3 .'Agr~ppf.-.couLd have. supplied carrabarating

test~many. and assure Festus that P~ul's
ar-zumerrt's! were sane and well f aund ed ,
and that the gospel which he preached
cantained "not'hLng but what the praphets
and Moses said should came."
The lagic .alf the s Ltuation was so plain
to, .t he apastle that he could lH?rtxat.onuqn
hardly Lmag.i ne- 't ha.t sruch an expert in
the Jewish religion would not. accept the
abviaus concIu sd on ,r

C) .But Agrippa' s r-e ac tian and r-espons'e was
. not at all wha t Paul had hoped far.

1.The king was embarrassed by Paul's
8rppeal .;" . r t

2.He did not want .even to, appe af
to tcnn. suppor-t [to, Paul's case
becaus e' it might involve his personal

. , commatment t.o the Chris tian caus e.
3.It is difficult to, know exactly what

.Agr l ppa sa id or' jus t what he' meant.
Ii1 has been trans la t,~d in ~ma.:r~y'different
ways: r' c ,
a.Almost thou pers~adest me .ta be a xtn.
b.With ~e~y littlewou~dest :thau

r persuade me tab e a Xt.n,
c.Yau are very easily persqading yaurself

t hat I am, going. to be a Chris tian.
d. A yery: L'itt Le "mor-e ,' and [yau would

, make me a xtn.
e.With bu~ little persuasion thou

wouldest fain make me a ytn.'
f.In short, youtare trying to make me

play the xtn.

(



g.You surely thi~k tp.at you are,nf'}t going
to ,take long to persuade me to be a' Xtn.

h.ln a short time you think to make me
a Chri s t i an t

,i.Much more, of this, and yop. will be
, jnak Lng me a 'Christian!
j .You think ~t, will not take much, to

win me over and. make a Xtn of me'. ,
k;.At~ this rate, it won~'t belong before

you believe you have made a Xtn of me!
4.The one th;i..ng certain is that fprthe

I, momerrt he put aside the- c onv i.c tion 'and
appe a'l v- an d ended the audience,' and
c.ha t t ed with Festus, and Bernice,
and ros e, up and "Le ft ; "r',

5. The La st- .impre e ai. on is~' not of, Agrippa
r , r but r '0 f Pau1.' r r'

','Here 'we, hav;e orie of t h'e greatest 'pictures
r- in all his life'. ' r

He aafd, "T could 'ptay t.ha tr, whelther it
take s shor t or Long, n'ot on Ly you but also
all who are lis t-erri.ng to, me .tod ay /":
were such as I am, apart f.rpm these' \~ . '... "I..

I I. .c ha'Lns , ~ ,I

Agtpppa was in pprple; r .
Be r'rri.ce was decked with her jewels;
Pe eLus was' -r obe d in, sca,rlet., .

r Paul was a pr i adine r in chain,s, in bonds,
.to be sent to Rome, pe r-ha.ps rto death.
Yet rhe is the d omi.na tLng pe r son in the
scene., Notice his tend.erness .an d :

.' c·ompassion. He -wou Ld gi.ve. them his
soul's liberty, peace, & salvation,
but not his bodily oond s or burdens.
Tha t . i~: the spirit ot· Christ., '
The ,sincerity that is willing to die

r , to ,de 1iv e r ,
but 'w~ll not impose a chain,
is genuine Christianity~ "
The persoQ with this spirit in him
has, a p~wer of personality & character
which raises him head and shoulders
above all others in any crowd.
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