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GOINGDOWNINTOTHEDEEP

INTRODUCTION: It ml~ght come ~~ quite a surprise
to us to find that Luk-e gives, so mush space to
Paul's" sea voyage .and sh~p;nr~ck on the way, to

Rome. JB_ut'!'Ie compf.et.eLy f'ad I t,orrunder-
stand Luke if we .suppos e that the yiVid-

ness of the pic ture is - simply due 'to the ~
traveller's impulse to tell his adventu~es'to
the public. ;' . -. r r-- • • ~ ."-

There is an 'inner spir'i 't.ua.L mean i.ng ;VVhibh~
r can, prove qui t.e: a.lbJess:ingt tp .our heaI:ts~.: .

. t ,.,;- :- ~ i-
I.LET~+kS_\~ICE A SCENEIN THE'O.T..WHI9HIS-A
MOS'1'!\Co.tf1~ERPARTrTO THIS ,-- ,-' - 'r .

.THE SHIPWRECKOF·JONAlif. - . •
A.AI th,o~gh-:tLher~ is a .cont r'a s t in ch~r~ck~,
there 1S a .strli;king. arallel ,be~'f'een ,~~
Paul,~and Johah. .- , "
:1 .Bo tn- Paul and Johah could ;:1:>ecal:led~
~ "Apoe t Leje tor the Gentile S-. It :: '

. ~)' 2.NQtice t he: way they ~re~~iyad their
. - ['; \' ,mlssl_on.-

a.Johah fJ;:ed from t.he pr-e aeric,e of' the
Lord and took ship f~rt~Tarshish •. '

b vPau I. aerc epbe d his c\)rII!miss~n,obediently.
3.B'oith 'euf'f'e re d ehLpwr-ec k ; andl\eac,h case the

pno phe t won the sualva-~ion' of his, p,omp_any--
Jaba:h ny the sac ctrtce qf himselt.

4 .Both .exper Lenc ed de Lfve r anc e , '
': J onah . from the -q.eep, ,

r 'and Paul-from the, per:ii-1-.of deat-h.
5-IAft,er' t,his, '-they fuli)ll the~r mis~j.ons to
the great (cities of ~ineveh and Rome.
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II.NOTICE THE PARRLLELBETWEENTHIS CHAPTERL
. ABOUTPAU;L'S GOINGDOWN;I:NTOTHE DEEPAND
,THE'LORD'S GOINGINTO'THE DEPTHOF'SUB'F'ERING
'UPON THE-CROSS. ;, r:, ~
C 'A. The Lo'r d ',so sac r-t.fLce was the supreme I r .

(1-' )3xample'.,of the -law that' su f'f'e r-Lng-goes t( 8lII!!e
be..ttl'("'~· vic t9ry'.' , , ' . '. r.' d'

B. Going down int 0, the deep gee s before
deliverance or resurrection; .
this was ~lso illustrated in th~ r
experience of Jonah'. c. :.

e. In 'some wayst'his chapter forms t'he 'parallel
wi th the story of the crucifixion in
Lk. 22-23.

D.The instance of the breaking of breadCv.'3,S')
r~minds us. of" the picture of· the Lord

< b'r eaki.ng bre~ad, b~fore h;i..s,apos tle.\3 (on r .
his last ~venink (Lk. 22:1~).

E.The storm and darkness correspond torthe
spiri tlta'r storm arid darkness 'on' Calvary',
as t he ac tua'L w'reck and 'plunging' into the
deep' cor-r-eapond to the death ·upon the. cn("',s.
(Lk. 23:"26-49; Acts 27: 14+44).

E.The re.st and peace. of t he three winter
morrthe" at Malta, , ,
,when the apostle was entirely cut o.ff
'from the out a ude wor-Ld and his oLd v l Lf'e,
is :li.ke the r-est of the three days in
the "grave '(Lk. 23:.50'-56; Acts 2a:1-10)

G.The voyage to Rome in the spring,
which was to the apostle the entrance into
a new .life, wi:(l.correspond to the Joyful
pe r'Lod aft'er'the rdsurrectiori (Lk 24:1,-49,

Acts 28:11-28)~ ,
H.The picture of quiet and expectant work

at Rome is like that of the praying and
waiting church at Jerusalem,

(Lk. 24:52-53; Acts 28:30-31)
I.The history of Paul's shipwreck could bf
seen as a parable of the great salvatiot'1,
by which man is brought through death

to life.
1.The keynote to this interpretati0x\' ~~th"
given in vs. 34, where the word "scfrety"
could be translated "salvation."

(

2.This word "salvationll and its cognate-
words occur ~l~A~ether 7 times:
hope to be sa~§av, ye cannot be ~A~Jd,/
to be completely-saved (v. 43&44,

'inc. "escape", 28:1,4)
3.The contrary fate is also mentioned
several times: injury, loss, throwing
away, perish, kill, and lito be cast away".

III.ADDITION1\,L LESSONSANDAPPLICATIONS
A.Note the hopelessness of the situation

and Lhe posi Live ho pefulne 99 of Paul ~
B.Note the repeated perils resulting from
the exc i tement and the folly of men,
and the persistent sanity and strength

of Paul.
e .Pau I.' s confidence and strength came from
the fact that he knew his Lord's purpose.
1. "The secret of the Lord is with them

that fear Htm, II
2.He had told him, "So must thou bear
witness also, at Rome."

3.When peril came he measured it against
the power of the Lord.
He said, "I must also see Rome."

4.The Living Lord was in his heart.
"No water can swallow the ship where lies
The Master of ocean and earth and skies."

(
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