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THECONVEiSIONOF SAUL

; ',. ," :- - ': 'i "
Acts 9:1-9

INTRODUCTION: --'~:~':;,
Samuel Johnson, in his LIVE§;..Q1' TEE MOST:mMINENT
,;x<!,NGLISHroBTS, C tells us ~,b:o~t :tl,l~-:::fSth century~'

Eng1ish statesman Georg~ byttleton, who s'aid
that "The convers Lontanq. apo'stfes:llip,r,ofStJ. ~Paul
alone, duly cdris±dered,~w:as' of it~elf 'a.denionstration
sufficient to prove Christianity to ke':a divine

~',revel~t:rdn'~" '" ",~"!, .t, J ",'," ,~.i:'".' <;C',: '. ' L'

Lyttel t6ri 'had ,(il). t'he pride.')df:\juvenile '. l'

arr?e;an~e) dO~b~S~of 'th~,\~~th of Chris~ia~it;Y;'
but when he grew~older he thought the hmehad come
wh~n it was no'~'longe:r fit to doubt o~ believe by ,
~D~~<6~:~r~her~~y, a.n4~h~ applie~ hims,el~ seriouslyto the' great question". ',- :-
His studies were h'onest""'and-'ended iit co nvd.c tLon,

\ _ He found th~t religion was:tru:e; ,-'-,' ' ,
-" and what he-had learned he wrote' d'J'wnin 'a, treatise
on the. Conversion':.of"'S't. P~ul --' a":'treati~--

) , .•. ~ f'". ,., ;.. • C' -, "

which inflidelity''has never been abl'e to answer ,
~ .• )" '~'....l' ' .•

, . WIfATIi EAL1y~liAPPEN'EDTO-SAUL'"0 N THE !DAMASCUS ROAD?
:-- c;, ~ .• - .;........ : ',";-" . _ ! ",

We-c~~ ne,ver..;~e~ll.Y' a9-efl~jt~tl~ e?Cpla,~ni tallo,
'But this ite know; -he; "a,6' cop.verted to 'Chr-ist,,', -
Conversion is an-ece~sary religious: experience~for
all who would be ;truly Christian~
Somemod ez'n convellsion e'xperiert~e'sare almost a:s··-
dramaticasSaJlts. ~" " ~ ~ ,', ,,-
Perhaps .. the. most .:'strj,kin-g mo~dernparal1el to the
s tory 'of Pa"\iitCs ''C'orivets~~ori),ils),Sundar::'Singh'S' -a to ry
of "hi,s...o~n,cqnve,rsion~f'~er 13. pelt-rod ,of b,itte~
hos ti:-lJ.t'Y'~to 'the: 1~OSpe:iZ.~,1, ' ':, ~ ..:..," '

Pray-i,ng i'l1 'hi's roo~'~i:n the 'e'8:rly .morndng ,
he saw 'a"'gr,eaJ ligh,t'o' '~, ,-~ -. . ,~
"Then' as, T 'prayed and iLooked irito' the light " ,
I saw the form of the Lord Jesu~ Christ~

~,t had such an appearance of glory and love.
-If it had been some Hindu incarnation I would have
prostrated myself before it.

" I
But it was the Lord Jesus Christ wh'omI had
been insul ting 'a few days before.
I felt that a vision like -this could not come ouit
of my own imagination.



- ,
I heard a voice sliI-ying in Hindustani:'
~Howlong will you pe~seyute me?
I have come to save yo~;
you, were, pray:ing to anow tY;e. rigl1t way.
Why·do you not take' i t'?" . ~. , .' (

The t~<?ught 'then, came tome, _. .
. "-Ie,s1?-sCh~ist is not dead but" >.living
and ·i t must, be. He Hi,mself :.'1., "
So I fell at His feet and got this wonderful Peace
which I cou Ld-mo t get anywhere else. ' 1 " ,

This 'is .:the 'joy I was. wishing ~to get. -'
Whe'nI got u-p, the ~i~ion had" aile,disappeared,
bu tj.a], tl:lough. tl1~ vision disappeared/.. ,
the Peace and Joy have remained wi th me ev~r' since."

Several thingS make it dirfic~lt to explatn
~un4ar : Singh's expe r fenc e as. fL dream or. as the.
effect of self-hypnotism.
i .Ano.ther remarkable thing about this .Ls that he said
that to the, ,b~st_9f.his remembr-ance
"?-t tha t ;~ime. h:,e di d no t know trie' s tory of' ~'"
st. Paul's conversion.'r
Moreover, here too, we cannot properly evaluat
, Sundar Singh I s account' of. his conversion experience
wi t!1outV taking in to' conafd er a tLon ty;e 'remarkabl'e
life and. ministry which .f'o Ll.owed it e .

I.TIlE MANWHO WAS·CONYERTED,;.'SAULOF TARSUS'
A.II'is Greek and H~bre'?,;background
B.His mental mood at the momeht
1.-lIhreathing hard, out" of t~reat,ening and

: murderous des:i,reoll .
2.Guilt i~ often transformed into h,osti1ity.
He rnus t have, felt gUilty because. 'of hf.s
~ - I'

complici ty in the stoning of Stephen.
3.He was fighting hard against conviction.~ , ,

(
.-,

(

II.THE CONVERSIONITSEEF.
A.Cannot be explained in natural terms
1.Not·epi~epsy
2.Not a purely psychological experience

BvNobLce the naturalness of the eupe rna tur-a'l
to the early Christians
I.Jesus was alive and working
2.He appeared and spoke and dealt immediately

wa th h~s own.

C.A sudden surrender to Christ
1.A recognition of the Lordship & diety of Christ-

(though not immediately at first;
We must not read in too much meaning into,
the word "Lordtl in the first question,

"Who art thou, Lord?")
2 .He was conquered,. defeated & captured

the blind slave of Christ.
('

III.AFTER THE CONVERSION
A.He was a changed man.
He had "intended to enter Damascus like an
avenging fury," but he "waS led by the hand
into that city, blind & helpless as a ch i.Lds "

(Barclay)

(

B.Re was an obedient man
Ls ChrLs t said, "Go :rnto the City, and you will

be told what to do."
2.Up to this momevt Paul had been doing what He
, liked, what HE thought best,

what HIS will dictated.
3.From this time forward he would be told what

to do ,
4.Never again would he take ~ way,

but ever after Christ's way.
5."The Christian is a man who"has c eaaad to do
what HE wants to do and who has begun to do
what Jesus Chr Lst wants him to dootl(Barclay)
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