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THE ,CIffiISTIAN'S ARfWlORFOR SPIRITUAL WARFARE

II INTRODUCTION
II.T. NATURE ,OF THE BATTLE.
I ,The Christian life is not a picnic ~t a warfare.
i A.The foes .to be met
I 1.The Devil as Generalissimo

I
I 2.~he Allies uhder him.

a.Principalities - fallen angelic or demon~c rulers
I

b.Powers - demonic authorities, cosmic powers' d
c.World rulers' - E'arthly forces of evil; .)c..vicr-:JD :;,

Jnel"'C;:;""l,-ze"~otentatesof the dark present wor,rd'order.
. d. Spiri tual armies of w'ickedness - 0it.11 ~1C"..rse.s 0+

ho~f-i Ie. >ecdfs f,t/#'Pb-? ~ ~r>SHQ.~S be..+#e._
B.Our contest is not merely ~gainst human enemies

("flesh and blood"), 'put against force's tha't are
definitely organize~ against God.
I.Paul took the devil seriously as. the commander

of the forces agaihst God.
~~.We may atte~pt to banish the devil and his cohorts

from society and even from theology,
but he goes right on with his.destructive work.

3.Depth psychology and modern day novelists support
Paul in 'his .description of the demonic forces'in
man and socie.ty.· '

4.Theologians are now beginning to take the d~vil
and evil with a new seriousnesso ~~ e~~~~ de~/
~ cla.1lL L-?-u \ r-r=: c·J.. ,$< r», -

II.THE RESOURCES FDR VICTORY·
A.The ~. of Christ, 6:10

l.What the Christian needs,
in preparing for conflict,
is POWEl1..

2.The armor is of little avail unless there is ~r
~ithiA the one using it.

{~.This power is "f ound in fellowship ,w.ithtl1~d
L and in §JlW'l.erto p'rayer. '

4."Be strong" is a passive verb meaning ,
to -be strengthened,' to receive strength.

5.~tJQgs sufficie~t BOwer for all Christians
in their struggle with evil forces.

r,,,j,.. I ,.



, 6.We cannot overcome the mighty, cunning forces
of e~il in our own strength; ,
it takes the mighty strength of.the Lord
to re-inforce us to beabl~ to withstand'
in the evil day:' •

B .TEE c~;sTiAN'~MOi, ' " ,. , (-
i .In genera~ " , , ,
a.Paul certai~ly kIJ.ewthe ~ of a ~oman soldier;
he had been chained to one for about' 3 years.

b ~'This is our equipment for t.!le spirictual war;fa:re.
c.Emphasis here is ~pon the COMPLETENESSof
the ar;'r .bo be ,put, on, vs._ lJ. .
01~.We get our word "E-anoply" from the Greek

word "whole armor."
(2).What the Apostle urges is that ALLof it,..---

the ,WHOLEarmor, be put on. ,
(3) .The Ghristianwarrior should have complete

equipment of that which has 'been provided him-
undervaluing nothing, " ,
omitting nothdrig s .

(4) .How can he know' at what 'unguarded point, t.
subtle foe may aim his "f:le'I'Y'dart."?

J .~ \

2.Deta d Descri ~iori'of'The ChristianRs Armor.
a.The Belt-· irdle of truth. '
'1). twofold purpose of RO'm.so'ldietifs belt:

to hold his -sword, 'and'
to keep his tunic and armor in place.

(2) •"Truth" -' inner integrity, which holds all
other qualities in their proper ~lace.

b .,Breastpl ate of RJgh teousness
'(1).Breastplate -erotec.:ts the vital parts,of body.
(2).Symbolizes the absolute necessity of

righteousliy; ng in conduct.

C .S~ - "feet shod ,with eguipmen.t. of gospel of p."
(1) •"Equipment II - "treadiness!'- for the conqict

& readiness to preach the gospel of peace(
(2).The Christian is 'a man of peace.

He fights spiritually, not physically.
He fights to make peace between God & man
& between man & his fellowman. . ,

t

d.The Shield of Faith.
( 1) J5escripti6n ,,'

.~Of fu~tal or *6od-coverjd *ith leather
to catch &' quench flaming arrows.. \
..A large door,-sized shiEHd which curved a rounf
the body giving protection on three sides.
~.potice that no part of the armor '

, p'rotects the hac'k I(artsl
-Thi's t'eache's us' that' there is" no place
for retreat .in the Cnr'i'stian"s bat t'Le

, • I ' ,I , agg0.not 'sin. ','
(2)oWith faith the Christian can mee't all"the

" weapons of the devil -and be tr'iu.m.phant
over temptation.

e.The Helmet of Salvation
C1).Take it; receive it,
, .. - ,.' for it -Ls«the gi'ft of--GQ.d.
(2).~'Salvation"'" a-comprehensive term

, '

including"thewhol-e'process' of
Christian experience.

(3) .In proteet-ion 'for' the -Ire ad', '
.Paul.' could 'have been thinking of

Satan's temptations to the mind,
,in terms' of intellectual -pr Id e , " , ;

dou.bts-,· or--depre-ssio'n. \ " '
,The Helmet -of s-alv'ation- nerves' the, ehristian
for any cOJaflict,and makes him optimistic

and conquar-mg ,

f.*he Sword of,the Spirit" ~1l -.The word of Gpd.
2 .The O,nly piece. of offensive armor.
3 .The Christian should ~aster the USij of Bjble.
(4). "In opposition to all error,

to all false philosophy,
to all false principles in morals,
to all suggestions of the devil,

the sole, simple, & sufficient anSwer
is in the Word of God."

'j

g~Prayer - one of the greatest weapons of t~e
V)B' Christian warfare.

(1) .Prayer is the means of ,communication through
which the Christian soldier maintains contac~
wi th the supreme commander and with the
rank and file.
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(2).Every.phase of prayer to ~e used: •
Confession, adoration, thanksgiv~pg,
. peti tion, intercession. 1J)

(3) •Prayer mus-t be: _.:. -', .., _ _ c.,...~ _
lilt '1 t· -II. ill!.

, 'J~' c~ , yeape ~s~c -:. ~ ;.~,,...- ,,~m~,1? ,c 't" ~ (
.~(r"7~" intensive''' - "in the spir~ t,~I,[J;:sr:.l ----

tfI..",r =~JI1r uriae Lf'Lah - "f~~L.all.:j;.hJ!;~<l?aintsll
i--Il.e).~l II,Nosoldier entering the battle prays

"for himself alone,:,.l c:- "r" . ~., e

but for all· his fellow-soldiers -a.Ls0 •
They::fornt :on~.(arIl.lY,'" ~'.~,' ; • __ '" ,~.
and t he' succes.s oJ one "is the succe.sa of al.L,"

CONCLUSION:

r : The them~ of Ephesian's' is <the purpo~e of God
or _ f -' J'

to reconcil:eall th,i'ngs in ChT.ist'. ,,, '. '. t "
•• .'~ " ~ _ ~_ _, ••• ,\, . }!I .••••• \0 " '_.' ;

The church is the·;instrument ·by ,whip,h .t!lis goal
, ~ is·t 0' be:'a-"chieved. '

Each Chri~tian is caLied td share in th-is -
~greaten te'rpr.i'ze-. L '. ':

Therefore, ·his' conduct- is 'to b,e~Tn harmony
with, this wi:ll>atid purpose of God ' I
who aiins, :t.o-~unit.!a- "all- cthing:s in--Ch"r-fst-. - .. " •

. IMaiY· ·God he~p',us' to'· find and' .flill our pt ace
c . in this gre.at J?urpose-~- .. ~- '.
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