
rjil /CO'l:WNIONjtj.EDITATION:
/" "Christian Unity Around the Lord' s 'I'ab.l.e"

, Scriptur~: 'Eph 2: 1:1-2~
" T'1lf;t, vS,i6:, n~ne; body t~roug;h tj1tl cro~;:;,Ul

INTRODUCTION:'SOllotitn@S this thelle'b in Ephesd.ans about
I ~I " I' : • I

( t~e. conl'Ll.ot be!t~0el1 the J~~s and. the Ge~til«1l,s .
has little. a p;pe.l1, to ,.th,1lt"rrt0d~r~reader , ,[. '

But these verses' can be , -nade applic,a.,bl~, to thlt ,probl@m .
~ \, • '. ,.J' ~ r. ,_,' .

of ~ri,~t1,an ~n:tty \~s" 'W,e , f~ CIl it today. r .J ( C . l

For example. Cari Christians ~f difforentrac~s arid "
of different derionri.na t.Lcns have table,fellowship_iu

',. ,1'; !.' I' [ :,' '. ' " - ~ 1

tile Lord t 8 Supper? .. ., ,
'rh(e outstanding symbol of" dis;l1;nitr., £rnong, Chris~i;1tn,5,.,
today is th@ fact t.ha t they a;o not ~it down toge.th@lr
at this Table of' th

L
! .Lor-de. It' c~~+-,J ," '\'

' ••••• h ~ • It, . ' '. \ , I.. .••..

1::1.,,; ~cL ,Gfmtii., U~ited in- ;th. Ch).lrch. , .
Gal. 3:28,' do racial" or aoc'i.aL boundar-y in Chi'n-:;t.

:r. Chris~i~nU~it:y T6ci';iy i<Ius:t!-overcotnol '11-10 'Forms' o'rdisum tl
1 • • ~ -",!. ~ .:._ ;.. •. • \' . ~ ••.• • ( .' ••••

i.Sectarianism . "
(Illustration of Al[,x~n~ier, }ihY:~~) d./o' ,--.,

2. RlI ca sm , Gal. 3: 28 no such thi ng as Jew & Greek,
( ~lave & freelnCh, mal~ &,feniale;' , " :. "~:

but all ..2..n~.~QP in' Ch.:dst. . ... , . ,." ,"
II. Evid@nce of Uni ty

1 • In Comba t

2.0n the Mission Fi@lds

3.Uni ty in th@ H.oly Spiri t
nESPRIT DE CORPSfi -- "SPIRIT OF THE BODY"

1'1ili tary unit or or-gn,
A fratern~l lodge
A cownuni.st. cell
A labor organization
A school or college

In the O.T. th~ J@ws felt they w~re the chos~n peopl~
of God (Deut 14:2). This was not all bad.

(
This sense of privilog@ sustained them.

A senS0 of privileg@ ought to be a possession of
0ver;y Chri s td.an also. It is a great loss for Christians
to los@ this awarCi.lness of cOI'porat~ chosen sainthoodt

I.l.ndof destiny unde~t God.
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III. 2._J?~~al. ~ . ,
The"~arcl "si}'~I~~" means the ,..Q.fl,.th of J.oyal;ty.

The word comes from the old t2I!§.XU1aY$when,~al q;t..tig;~~p
~e the ,_.g§.~h of al~~J5~.§:Xl.ce~o the !p]?$.!S;C'. ,
The~vowed unswerving obedience to his leadership.,
That is the meaning, of, the word "sacrament", , '
arid" it is good to keep' that meaning in mind.
~1hen we observe this sacrament ~ie,vow absolute, Loya'Lt.y
to Christ as~'our 'Lord of Lords. :' ,I'

We commit ourselves to his way of' It'fe,' to his, teachings,
to His call and purpose for us. ' " ,

Such commitment i~ the one' thing 'that' seems Lacki ng ,
among our pi-esent generation. '
Everything is uncommitted, free, unrestrained,

aqd individualized tO,the extreme.
Yet in the commonwealth' of, Christ Chri,stians are
fellow~citizens of the Kingdom of God, an~ as'such
are loyally commi.t.ted to CI1riSt as King and RuJ.er
of our lives. '

Thi s exp'Laaas how Christians of different political
ideologies have a warm unity in Christ which '('
transcenis all narrow nr~tionalism
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III (Cont) ~ Further evidences' of unity are f~und in
the netaphors used as pictures of the church:

1.Physiologic~i - "the body" (U23,
( and 2:16 "On•• body through thll'cr-oss"

2.Poli!-~1 - the cocnraow••eaLth , felihow-citiz~nst
lil"",'~,$~,.t.t""!I<,iI""''li~J'~1 ,2:12,19 ,

3.Archi tocturlll - ~'holy templ4t" bui~ding, 2 :21-22.
For over 200 years the Gentile Chris Lhm, gr-oupe around
tho Hl!lditEftrraneanhad no houses of ,.,mrship'.
They worshiped in priv~.te hones. " .
The Christian l:ongregation iteslf was God's temple.~. ~)This paradox of the church as It peoplet....temple needs
recovery in overy age.
The church of Christ is first of all a spiritual
and a social, and not an architectural, creation.
It is a"'people-gbody/' a hard, and sometimes a-/!~
~ unoleasing thing, human, sinful, made up of men

d t!:~t'le.tl h 1·an lffl'JI:8-6 w om we :nay not Lke ,
But such a group of Christians is lit~rally a

habitation of God through th0 .:Jpirit.
It is a holy t.emp'Le in the Lord.
The Holy .:)pirit is God's gift to_ a ~EQEl;.E
and not to a co'l.Lactd on of bricks and stones.
;1en can b-;ild ·to'~iplels-~nd shrine:s & os.thedr-a Ls ,
But only the Ho~ Spirit ca.n build a Christian church.
A relationship founded on divine forgivenoss is
supernatural. It is a miracle.
Two or three humbl~ Christians,
gath~red tog~ther in the name of Christ,
sharing togethor the symbols of his broken body
and shed blood,
knit together by the
arel a wonder bofor

bond of forgiving love,
whi.ch even the angels of heaven

stand in awe.
(



PRAYER AFTER THE S'ER1-lON:

HE THANK THEE, 0 LORD, FOR THISQWRLD)CONI'lUNION SUNlfAY
TODAY AS ON NO OTH~JR DAY\-fE REEL THE KINSHIP DEEPER
THAN BLOOD BRarH;a;RHc)oD' THAT BINIf"s US'':RDLALL OTEERS '(
IN THE vIOHLD HHO CALL UPON THE NA~'lE OF CH:..i11ST •

IT IS NARVELOUS TO US THAT THAT LITTLE FELLOHSHIP
OF rns: uPPE'R ROOlf IS NOW A GREA1' BODY OF'IvIILLIONS
IN EVERY LAND UNDER" THE; SUN.

LEI' THE BREAD. AN'.0 THE CUP OFF~HED (Tl-hliOUGHOUT THE HOHLD)
THIS DAY BE RECEIVED AS FROM HIS OWN PIERCED HAND'S, '
AND IN RECEIVING THESE SYHBOLS INTO OUR BODIES GRANT
THAT WE TliAY TRtJLY RECEIVE CHRIST INTO OUR scm,s.
IN HIS{ NM'lE ylE PRAY. A rl!EN. ',

(
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~NTRODUCTION (CONT)
:'Ie S':lyin the Apostles Creed, "I believe in the

communion of Saints; yet we do not practice the com~union
of saints ••

The Lord t s Supper, which should be the Christian's
~raw£tic demonstration of unity,

~s walled Christian brother from brother
for scores of gene~ations and continues to do so.
Unity has become picayunity,
iie debate about whether to use individual glasses

or a common cup.
He differ about the qnes±jon" of "Ho'll often co observe it?"
and "How to observe it It

and 1I;!lhoshould observe it?"
and whether to stay in the pew or go to the altar rail?--
and whether to use wine or grape juice?--
and Hhether the elements become actual flesh and blood

or merely symbolize the Lords body and blood--
(which in no way changes the facts in any case).

Great controversies have develo~ed over whether to call
the observance a Sacrament, or Holy Communion, Eve..ha.ri'St,

or The Lord' s Su-pperT-- ~
( (as if the name really makes that much difference).

,Iehave forgotten our need to identify ourselves 'Hith
the Lord, and to commune in truth with Him,

and to do it together.
This is a fawily-style •.Il}.;~;

for this is a Christian f~~~lx.
He have made it into a .spiritual drive-in restaurant,--where we never get out of our shells,

never relate to the rest of the family
and particularly not to our religious in-IaHs.

(



11.1 • .2~£1~Xl~w,§Bl,...
_~~~9cn.QS.!:.J'ltY..t;;had supreme confidence in the power

of the Lord 's Supper' to transform lives.
He felt that those i'lho partook of it sincerely received

(~nto themselves the very life-blood and self-sacraficial
)irit of the Lamb of God, the Savior of the world,

DlITing a bitter controversy in Scotland,
a controversy which threatened to split the church,
he made this appeal:

"In the Lord's name, let the table be spread
and lot the seat at the head of the table be left empty
to the eye of sense, but filled to the eye of faith & love,
and as we eat and drink,
let us hear him say, as he said in the Upper Room,
'Sanctify them through thy truth:
thy word is truth.
That they all may be one, as thou, Father, art in me,
and I in thee, that they also may be one in us;
that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.' ".

They agreed and sat down together at the Lord's table,
A feeling of peace and harmony replaced hatred and strife,r- ~d the newspaper reporters waiting at the door told
",ith wonder' how those who had entered as enemies came out

as friends.
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