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CHRISTMAS COUNTDOWN - ~ .oal , 4:4

Introduction.
The count dovn of a rocket launching is Ii: very.

serious time. As t~e final ,hours and minutes approach,

(
If'Iveryfunctionin,g par,t must be checked out apd ,'tJlpr~v~d.

The~~mi aile experts .f'rom Hun~~l~le AlfI:~Ii-'a«a• e. PUt e, ttr~ , e, - r-Oape u',.· .~ highly p,leased ,-meet pegoe<b
sMc' vehiclef aUhOllgP U IoPIiIEI JHjt eul'3 tMtreod be:f'ope,

~ launched successfully after a perfect countdown.

C9ur)Merchants are careful to count daily the
number of shopping days left before Ohristmas. .
Isn't it obvious that most people at this holy season
are thinking more about exchanging gifts .' .

(and ringing cash regis't~re)
thap tHey are· about the~'bl sa sed. birth of our- S~vior? 1

(How cea eal.y commercial can ,.,e get? , .,' ,.,
There are advert~sing di,eplays· in abundance

about the latest gadgets & f.aj~hior s,.
but few are the indication's of the r~ligious and

. ~~iritual significance of th~ season.
(', Can you imagine how CbI,i.sf, felt when,.he ea,w th~ .

money changers & merchants capi tal.izing & c<:>mmer,cialiZifl~
the passover festival in, Palestine?,", ~
. vap you i-magine hoW'~eremiab felt wh~n hie· generation

put their sheckel s of. silver bef'o re humility of heart?
t.. It \.. '"

Can you imagine the soul-sickness ot ~ ,when Jl'e saw
pretend~d piety pulling the puppet strings of

'ungodly: policicalallian,cee?
You perhaps remember the solemn courrtdown-cf, .

irre(Vocable doom-that pani!l~' pronounced to. ~
\ blasphemous, king, saying, IIGod hath numbered thy k,ingdom
\.....:.... .. and finished it.". ,

(sfd)
Today, .hovever , we want to' make, a, countdown to, the

original Christml?-s as it is given in God's Holy Word.'

I.The Countdown Begins in the Garden of Eden. 1
(
-' • pace

4,000 years before the birth of Christ was to tak& ~~
A.The Pu~ose Prophesied. Gen. 3:15
l.The bruising of Satan' shead
2.Jesus came to destroy the works of Satan
,.The cross sealed the 800m of the Devil.
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B.The :Oonflict Fore~asted

1.Enmity between Satan & Eve
2.Conglictbetween Satan's 'followers'
, and EveI s escendants.'
)~Ohrist, the Seed of' the woman; Gal. '3:l6t

, -supernatural element;' '
,', nQ~ seed of the ma~..!but of: the 'woman.

l ,lI. ,n$5 w~ rev'< Q]Ta.. ~ f?d.!un. "
O.The 'Price to ~be'Paid

1.The bruising of the heel of Ohrist
20The wounds of Jesus

Zech.'12 :10
In. 19':37
Zech. 13:6
lea. 5';:5 '

II, 'III, and IV see separate sheet of notes.
,:y:.About 'f,50 B.o, we com?'to 'another atag~ 'of oJ J. ~' t1.t.O~,

thEe Ohr'J.stmas Oountdown. Reve e.
A.Iaa.'7:'l4 - the Paren'tagc. prophesied

-l.The Sign 'of Jerusalem's delivera.nce from 'Syria and
the Northern Kingdom of SainaHa'in timE:iof' ~az.

2. A young womanwould Boon'gi've birth to a son
"who should be called Immanuel';
before he would gro\/ up very: muchj-
'the/kings of Syria &Siamaria would be removed. (v.16)

B.'The pr Imary" iocal ref'eren'ce', however, "
does not' atlequately explain a'll there is in

" this very unusual prophecy.
It surely deserves t'o' be refe'red in some way to the

virgin birth of Jesus, . "
al though our' 'basis of 'belief' in the vir'gin birth 'of xi

(rests n'ot on" this Btatement of Isaiah, but on 'the
manuecript evidence of' Matt. & Luke.

( .

()
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O.There are mal?Y'Scripture ref'erenc'es'which wit-ness 1;0
the'~Daviaic parentage~f' the Messiah.

0:..'('",1- v<;r}.'ft( ~irtf..
Our belief iR the doctrine of the'Vir~in Birth of
Jesus'is not f6unded on Isaiah 7:14 but on'the
testimonies of the gOspel writers in'the N~T~

I ' ,
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[I.About 2,000 B.C. it'was revealed to,
r Abrahamthat' I~rael would be the
,~ n:atiol\ -through whiGhChrist would come.

Genesis" 1'21 J ,'1 '

"I will'make of you,a great nation',
,and I will bless you', and make'your'
name'great, so that.you will be'a
bleesing ••• and in you shall all'the
families of .tne earth be blessed."

It was',Abraham's separation',and
faith that made,'him'great •. ' ,,'
Separation is the way to spiritual
pow~r and service. 'I

~he churqh that is just like the',world
can do .llttIe for the world. :' '
The Christian wh~ is no' different from
the, man of the world eJterts "no influence
for' the Kingdomof :God..'

III.Two generations later God revealed
to c:tacob,the secret that Me'sslah
would co~e through the 'TRIBEOF

, JUDAH. (Genesis 49:10, '
"TIie'$cepter sha.ll not depart from
Judah. nor the ruler's staff from
between his :treetq, 'Uht:il Shiloh' oome
(or until h,ecomes to' whomit --that is
the ,soepter-- belongs). '

This is tne' bles_s'ing'that the aged
Jaoob prpnounced on ~Judah. '
The ,reference. to thle1'scepter, the ' :"
rule~'s staff, or lawgiver, and the
cryptic Shiloh -- all' undoubtedly, have'
a Messianic. 's1gnifieance. '
The Jewis'h sect from Qumranby the Dead
S~a interpreted this passage' messiani~
cally. In a fragment which contains a
commentaryon Genesis 49:10, this phrase
is interpreted to mean "Until the Messia!
of Righteousness Shall come."



IV.About 1,600 yeare:B.C. God tol.d li>AVLD
that throug}1 his family 'the savror-

.',would' be ~;bom. .{2nd. Samuel? ;lZ~14 '
God said to David, . "I will: raise up'
youf son after you, r:wno'shall come
forth (,~rom.your bQdy. and' I will es tab-
1ish his kingdom••• :.1 will establish'
the throne of hiss ki,ngdoID.for.ever.tf r

Yet ,David.'s royal' line of, l'eigriirig
monarchs .:came to art 'end'.rabout','500
years later., "HowwaS this promise;" .
fulfille'd? .' r ;;. " ;": (, ':r. '

In God's mind the. prophecy "reachefd:
forward ·to the time, of Christ,)rCan'donly
in Christ was',i,t fally,verifie.d. ' , ~)
ArildDavid und.ers,toad this. . i' '.'.~
.Aecordingwto ::Aets 2 i3Q, he 'knew that' r •

"God had sworn to' him tlilat of' the ;'frui t
of' his loins, according to the flesh,
He would raise up Christ to sit on his
throne .,tf ': ' " r; .'. . , ''. •

This is a 'refere-nee nearly ~l,0(1)0- s=
before the.' birth' of 'Christ, to th'eJ"
Messiah, of whOmalone it could be said
with truth' ,that the kingdom vias. ,to 'last
for ever. ,. , , .r r : ,,:'") .; (

We'noticfe"herei,-! too.,: 'howGod 'deals (
with his- children I(S' prayers. r '•• ;. .,. I

David had asked of God to -perJl11t' 'him to
build a temple' to .the!t,ord.;' 'J:i" I

God did not gl'ant thirs 'reque'st'. . (,:" ,
But in ref~sihg 'it, he rgrants' ,to him '
far abov'e;!all h'e~was"able~'to -ask br I, ,--

th'ink. He-'(galVe'hiin' sornethcibg BETTER"'"
than what he had 'prayed fb'r.~'·;· .'
So God;do~s for us today'some:tiines whe!n
we pray and don't get what' we 'a'Sk for~
a. ·delikc.:.t1.. u--1,~r¥(Q:_'1 &11 '~~()c.J~~" , ')

I ~ u··..../ ."7: ,,1 \'1y'"7 . 1"7\ :::- ~\ 11a:;i-6i,' \I V\. IE,.,. I Nl...ct ~re'l .( . -<.. ;J,
r '. .;';_' ,', ,:,' f.';' " .



VI.About 700 years before the Birth of Christ
we have the Place_Pr~hesied.
A.Micah 5:2,' Bethle~ named.
B.Li ttle in geographical size .•

(
but big in spiritual significance.

C.Hie birth but not His- beginning.
In. 17:5
In. 8·=58
In. 1.•14•.

VII..About 500 years before the Birth of' Xt
we have the ~ prophesied.
A.Daniel 9:24-27, "from the going forth of' the

commandment to restore and build J'lem ·~se_v'ce.I'>~·
unto the Messiah the Prince shall be 69 leeks.tl!
Each week equal s 7 years.'(O'l7e.- ·~.·de('""f~-~i<;J,..+,C>I1»)
69 w~s equal 48)·years. .
This was the approximate number of years from the

time Artaxerxes gave permis·sion for the rebuilding
of J'lem to the time of Xt.

( B.Many who call themselves liberal are not open minded
enough to consider the possibility & place of
predictive prophecy in God's Revealed Word.

C.Yet God does pledge HisWord·in advance,
and He keeps His \'lord.

l.He is not only sovereign ~ but active in history.
2.And "when the fullness of' time was come,

he sent for-th his Son, made of a woman,
made under the law.. .

to redeem them that were under the law,
that we might receive the -adopta.on of' Sons." Gal.4:~

1DI.About 400 years before the Birth of Christ,
the ForerUnner, who should prepare the way,
was prophesied. Mal. "):1.

( A."Behold, I will send my messenger, and he ahal.L
prepare the way. before mei ••
and the Lord shall suddenly come."

/



B.There is not sufficient understanding of the
importance & place of ~he appearance & ministry of
John the Baptist, the Forerunner of Xt.

- ,
O.John's emphasis, in his preaching

was on reperrtanc e from' sin. . . ( )
No one can be prepared to let the Lor~ haye hie

way in his heart until he acknowledges guilt.
and ehan ,ges hi s attitude. .

" .----.-~'-.:....,..
IX. Fifteen months before the Birth of Jesus, ---.-~the announcement was made to Zacharias the priest

of the coming birth of John the forerunner
who should "go before him in the spirit--& power of Elias;
to make ready a people prepared for the Lord." L~.1:17
A.This was an indication that the countdown was

very nearly completed.
B.!he climax of the centuriee was imminent.

,..aooncalendars would reckon the years not according
to the reign of an IDmperor in Rome
but according to the Birth of a Baby in Bethlehem.

Roman highways would be the means of communic~-(
tion and transportation of His heralds of whom it would
be sung , "How beautiful'upon the mountains are the feet
of him that bringe.:5\good tidings,

, that publisheiit peace. II •

Roman concepts of L~w and Justice would be elevated
and impregnated with. a higher. spiritual content
in the hand a of the interpreters of this One .

who is "God with us."
The rich ~xpressivenes~ of the common world languagE

would be u1!ilized to the 11mi t in proclaiming· the prat ass
qf thi~ Prince of ·Peace.

Disillusioned devotees of meaningless mythology
would find .fn ·the person of the Ohrist of Nazareth
a satisfaction of their soul's deepest .Lon glng s,

And an old priest burning incense .in ·the temple of
the Lord was the ~irst one to know

that the time was .so very near~

/



"·X .•Nine months Before the Birth of Jesus the countdown
continued with announcements made to Joseph .& Mary.

A.To Mary. Lk. 1:26-'5
1. The unuaual greeting~ .v. 28r 2.The O'onception announced" v•. 31
3.The son desc.ri bed, va, 32-33
4.The puzzl'ing question explained" v; 35
5.Faith challenged ~ demonstrated, VS. 37-,8.

B.to Joseph, Mt. 1:20-25
1.Explanation of the- supernatural conception, v.20

2.Annunciation of" the Savior's name, v. 21.

3.00nsumation of prophetic Scripture, VB. 22-23.

OONOLUSION:
OhristMas 10S6S its true significance unless we b~iQg~
all (the ringing of cash registers,)

(
the wrapping of pretty packages,

(the rustle of frantic ehoppmgj)
the shal Low search for "the spirit of cheer",
and the busy activity that gets us nowhere

so fast we arrive out of breath.
''Ie must understand that the true Ohri ebmas spirit
is that which searches the heavens,

not for man-made sateli tes., ~tt2--
but for the star of Hope & Peace) and.. see.1I!s evu'fw

CI"? €JilfM for men of good will.
It is the spirit which is occupied not by the

tinsel that decorates gift packages
~ with a holy life that adorrrs the gospel
of the Savior whose birthday."rwe celebrate.

It is the spirit which struts ~ boisterously,
~ kneels reverently before the manger of the Christ
Child who had "no crib for His bed."

It is the spirit J}.o.t of those who are drunk with
wine or other alcoholic beverages

but who are filled in sheer intoxication
.--- with the Holy Spirit of God.

/



It is the spirit of r epent ance & ·faith &. dedication
which counts down to be zero hour of full . .

• ~ t .

committment to .Ohrist.
It is the ~iri t which. t~ays, "Lord., . ( .J.
the time of' p:r:eparation, o"f,he"sit~tion,

of' pr'ocra~tination, is ended;
1 now~ by your he'lp & grace,
launch out onto the great adve~ture of daring
to .accept Ohrist as my Savior, . . , .. . \ .
and to follow Him as my Lord ,.,herever He leads
in this world and forever beyon d.. . ,

.
)

()
~"-"Q<t B'e.-p.~. Sf. ~~~ Dee- 7-!:ltf, 19Be
W/-Ic. Cha..yu.' f+- rc:l5;'y(-> p<?e /6
,,~~. 1/ied ~\'OJ'i>\- Ii tH.l- ~ 1
~p"!J.c~, c:tll1st. f :4 <::f. 9 .f!!.C.~,,.
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