
tt51 PHEPA;~ING THE; '/JAY

~ext: Isaiah 40:3 (read vs 1-11)
Along with Luke 3: 1-6, Mt 3: 3, l'Jik1.:3

and John 1:23
INT~O~UCTION: We often notice the special

efforts that are made in preparation for;,tl1e.,
coming of some high ran!ting .geH-@~4-'off·~~E
or c-:i-v.H:-:i-a-rtoff icial. (At the end of 1977 and
the beginning of 1978 Pres ident Carter iY\a:.Je.-

a trip abroad to six nations, leaving
on the 29th of Jecember for vilarsaw,rreheran,
New Delhi,3audi Arabia, Paris, and Brussels,
returning to ';'lashingtonon the 6th of January.
You can be sure that much preparation, effort,
and expense we~t into this trip, because
of its importance.)

But there was a trip over 1900 years ago
which was much more important than the trip of
any president or world leader in all history.
It was the visit of God in the flesh to this

( planet and to his people to reveal himself
as the Savior and Redeemer, Lord of Lords,

and King of Kings. This was in the birth of
Jesus Christ in Bethlehem of Judea.
And much careful effort had gone into
PREPARING THE WAY for JUs visit. ,J

~~ ~t~ e\~
I.Il:UNK OF T:{S })REPA3ATI~NI\FOR ]:HE COMING
OF CHf{IS'rro -J:HE /v02L:J" :B:BPOf'tItiHS ]IR'flf.
A.G~:llatians 1.1-:4, "3ut when the time had fully
come, God sent forth his son, born of woman,
...to redeem those who were under the law,
so tha.t we might recei ve adoption as sons. II

1 ."'llhen the time had fulJ.y c.me ..."
Homan highways
Greek language

(
Jewish expectancy and religion

3.fhe ministry of John the 3aptist
1.~e is identified as the one of whom

Isaiah spoke when he said, jllrhevoice of one
crying in the wilderness:
Prepare the way of the Lord."





2. John the 3aptist was truly a great man,
as Jesus categorically told us in Mt. 11:11,
"rrruly, I sa, to you, among those born of
women there has risen.~ one greater than

(John the 3aptist."
~~e was disciplined and dedicated.

b.He was a stern realist conc~rning right
and wrong.

c. :-Ieinsisted on complete and forthright
public conffession. '
- d.He required integrity in daily life.

II. Pi\ZPARING THE liAY OF THE LOR.) IS A VJOHK T:iAT
r.CDST BE DOi\lE J.\.N£;l{ IN .EV~.a.Y GENEi{NrDN.
HO~'" CAN IT BE DONE IN ..QUE ernE?
A.By .~h~1}g.i.ogthe ~c.ial cong.i.,ttgnsthat
make difficult the entrance of Christ into
our world.

tlJ. By Li.f.t.ingthe valle:;i.Sof pO~:Le.r:.tyJ

ignora~e, and pr~~e, that embitters
and-'gnaws at the souls of people.

( g. By I_Q;!Y.~Tiug the .hillP of J2..I.J-J1eand
i.oj1Js...t.i.cewhich bl inds p eop Le .

J.Ey s~oothing.the ~ou~h ~gds of hard-
shJ..p.s.and oI2.QEessiQn, that canker the soul.
3.:3y personal example.

J.Q.hu was .L~_~.I§_~t l?...~~.~5?Jlalf{)~.§:r.LlPl-.,g of his
preaching, a true forerunner of Jesus,

One of the most moving pictures in his
life is his acknowledgement that he is only
the ~lJiol~ewh o is not worthy to carry his
master's sandals (vs 11).
Only a truly great man could so face and
accept his menial place in comparison with
the Christ.

'Ne too are called to p separ-e the vvay of
our Lord by our personal example in

( Christian living. ~. ~rt,..'US:
(;, ~y <fk r4l"~~ ~ -;tk ~sye( ;f- feRc.( .



C • Another important way for PREPAIUNG TH..i: 'dAY
OF T}1E LOHD is by PROCLAWIA'fION.
1.John was a preacher', a.proclaimer.
2.We, too, can proclaim and shate the good
news that JeSUs Christ is come.
J.Words have great power, expecially
when linked with a consistent life.
The words of John shook the land.
Word~ inspired by God are mightier than
all swords or bombs.
il-. 1:'18 mus t procl~ im -I-hr:> ;'lordsof God, that
he has come-in the nerson of Jesus Christ
his son, to reveal himself to us, and
to show us his salvation.
5. One of the first words of this message
is "repentance," which implies a radical
change of mind, heart, and life.
In military language it is the equivalent
of !I~r"About Face .~,
6. Christ adds to repentance the distinct
Christian element, "Repent, AND BELIEVE
rrHE GOODNEWS," (I'ilk 1:15) ,
This last phrase, which only
could incarnate and fulf.ll,
doctrine of repentance a new
a new hope.

So we are called and challenged to repent,
and. believe, proclaim, and..J1..~ the good
news, as we today prepare the Rbyal Road
for the coming of our Savior anew to us

~h~~_ Chr.istmasA• _ / _ <, ..L.. __.>: Tile, f/JJ s e, ~r- '-"'lf1';Spr/~
CONCLUSION: All these efforts are born in
faithful devotional prayer. .
God has so ordained life that Christ does
not come without the preparation that we
ean make.
Yet, John was not the messiah:
'he,was only the forerunner.
And ~~ are not the King, .
and 'our,8fi:,ortscannot bring in the kingd am.
1 -Z,,?fIj;,I.i!I r: 1f . 1.fOn y ~ku:m§.e.. can g i.ve new rre .

~edcan only,accept by faith this new lifean Ilve_ l~:gladly 8.0d reverently by His
grace. Prai.sed be :hs narn eI
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