
11~g" ,
! -THE MYSTERY OF BE'J;HLEHEM"

'-

., t"

, '

ttAt Bethlehem, 'Hsaid Leo-the' Great t •

tttwo natures' met together 1none'RedeeJller.
Nothing, is lacking' in either; .

r entire majesty" and entire· littleness;
- his the infirmity whose is the power.
The selfsame person is both'capable' and

" Collqueror of ' death.
God knit himae If to mabhooq in' pi ty',

. and -in p,O'Yler.at ,
What a rebuke ~sUch amagnific:ent,-, E\l'l,o,ient
theologieal stat':ement is " '- ' .,
to the frivolous and, super'icial words "
we often use at .dvetft ,sea;J.s()n~whe'n
we epe8.k of a Merry O,hrl.stmaet!', '

, ." '..,' , ,,\ - ", ", .
Th, central" figu;re in the. st:p.+y"G,! Bethlehem
is' not doseph or Mary or thef'epepherds
or the ang,ls or :the Magi --' ." " ,

but the Holy Child.
r>.

"I capno:t tell why He who~ angelsCwors~ip
should s.t, His love. upon the ._BoniSof men,

Or why a~S~epherd He, should'-~!@lt;,the wanderers
and bring th,em back, I know:not how or when.

\ Bu~,th1sI:o know,'':that He was, _Q.Q~nofMar! t
..., WhenBe~hlehem' 8 .stable" W8_s:.l;>.1S ~.Qnlyh,omet
And that at, N,azareth He lived and "l"abored t

And so the Savior, Savior of' ~~~ world
- is come."

God's love m~.if:e at'ed at th~ :A,4yel':lt ,
',- :_:, ~ ',.. ,w.~sdy1.ng,.1.,ove,J " .

and we lose al.l, ,~he meaning ':O~"q,h~i~~mas' .
if we tail; ,to r·ealfze thatGC)cr:,$,0:_loved us
as to aend His 'Soon''to~e .our" 'l\e,~ee:~er .

.. -- ''On'' the C.t'o'a 8 • '
.:. .t. } ~ •. I • "j <":' e

(\Tne. star: ~d"the Gross ~go>toget.ber.
- Do not ,~epar8.te the,m. '.,-. , .c- ','~:,.,

The purpose of the InoartiatiQn was
> ;the, Redemption; ~~ ~ ,"



1/

~e_.came down from the" joys of heaven
, - to the ,Jeers of;tlii mobs at earth.

He came down from the- kindness of he aven- .
- . '"---to the kelling 'of eartl1.

He came down from the love 'of heaven
( t9,~he lying accusations'ot .arthe
)He'obe d'own fr'oID.the' maje'sties of he aven
.,:, to the miserie~ 0:+, eart:tl.\ ','

. " He came down from th'e praise' ot ,l1eaven
"I cannot ..-tel1'llow· pat;ent+y He su:ff~red to' the' persecutions' of earth.' (
when witt;t His"' peaee ,-He gracedtllis He came"downtfrom the: riches of he,~ven

, " ,,~la~e; of tears, " , to the rev111ngs and, rt1d1eules' of earth.
Or how upon; the Cross': His heart 'was_broken , He caae down from the songs ',of he aven
The crown of,p~in to three ana thirty years. to the sneers, and sears of earth:

, ' -: ~ " ; I He oamedew from' the throne of heaven
But this I knoW', He bealathe broken-hearted, to the tree or Calvary. ' ,And stays their sins and oalms their I He came down' fTom the v~rtue8~of heaven

lur~ing f.ar,_ . ' to the ,vice,s of' earth. "
And lifts the ,burden 'from the heavy-laden~;' " ,He camet'doWn :from the worsl1ip of angelic ~lOst8

And so' the "Savior, Savior of t~e world'- to the home,le~ss,wander.inga ov.er e~rt~
-~ ;:. :: is' here'~It,' , " and to the wrath and:-rangling. ,of 'evill me,n.

,... . ..,. ~ . - -*THEDEEP DESCENTOF JESUS F~9M HEAVEN ":_' ( (" THEDISGRACE:FULWAY~ IN '-WHICH SO)lE
, •. , -' ',~'r, . TO EARTH. , ' I .. ,CELEBRAT,E. CHRISTMAS.
He oame, dowp.from the' adorations" of Heaven Vain, frothy, carnal:---" :' :-' '" ,

to the 'abominations ,of earth!".. these three words can be wri tt.,en o,ver the
;He "q~e Q.9~,,;fr'om'the ,ble's~~~d:t;less'9f he~v~n celebration o,t'many who "~ake .m(!}r:rY"--at:'

I to' the bruteea of crucif181.0n_ tortures'. the Christmas season.
He'C,ame',(rown~from t~e"o'ronatioh8 of he'a.ven Tell me, why shouid mo~e,siri.:·be oomm~tted

'to the condemnations of ~arth. at the Christma.s season in a 'few days
He came' down from the" delights of heaven ! than in many weeks. at other times? ' .

to' the defamations of earth. Sua'll q.isgraceful>observance of the birth ot
He came dowp.from, t~e ex<;ellencies of heaven I Christ is an insult- to a-~oly God,
..to thee~~~4~t9na', of 'earth. , a reproach t~ the Christian name,

He c,a.me_down frpm: the favo!' o:f.,the Father s face, and a ruinous mat'ter to~:tlle, souls of men.
to 't;he fury of, 'men t 's' fa;~es.~ r- c ' , A't the Christmas festival., , .

He eaae ~own from ~he glOI"i pla.ce '. '. I which is the· Ilommemoration of ,the incarnat10n
, " -, to th~gor-Y p ace." I of Him to whomGod'-has given a name

He camedo$ fr:om(t~e ha:l,lelujahs of heave(n i ( who ioh is above every ,name;"
"to the hisses' 'of .:the _,e~r~h. -, many aTe ,found at any pla.~.• o.r

He came down fro,m the' .tnteroessl.ons, of ! r.athe,r ithan '::at ilk. ,Bethlehem's
, . ' ' . '. _ .heaven .I The sight _wh,fohthe Easte~n ~ise:

to the injustices 'of eapth. l such a vast :dietancetQbehold,
, wnich drew all heaven down to ,earth,

is nothing to them.

Mary understood the myst,ery of her son t s
better at Calvary than at'Bethlehem.
Our Merry Christmas needs, that note

to mak~ it a Uoly' Chris'tmas.~
Then,we ahall have peace, in our hearts

and good:will-to men~C L, '~
The Peace ,'of- God'e f Son , .~','" ," O-t - i

. i-- •••••. '. , .. ,.- _",= r' .~. ' , th'e Prince of 'Peace ~' ,,"
L -, ,

birth

(,

eve-ry plaoe
manger.men ~ame



Some" whi~e the.y· ()bser~e the day, of Chri~t' s
birth by doi:ng no wo:rk;'. "
not only negleot but: 1neul t Hi~ ~"'""

by ri tous living and, " ;
1ndulgencein the works 'of the flesh.
Instead· of fix~ng, the':j.l': eye's on ,the- S'1;ar
of Bethlehem, " " ~~" .' " '
they give a~tention~o ,t.heli'ttl,·, 'debas~ng,
vexing t de;f11ing things, ..of thff world. :

"" _..... " 'A.J \,.'

__._Let· u·s not~'-e~k"to be d.i'stingud..hed'~ by
such· wQr-ldl-y-con·duc't, , . ~"'::..-;.,' . ,: -
but, lookIng upon the Bab:. of Bethlehem,
the desire of all nations,. ,y

let us give Him the gl.ory wh'ich -is. due
. unto His, holy' name-. ~.~, ~'

L.t us behold'in Hi. God',s provisiol'l" ".
for o:llr recovery, from--sin's ruin'oue dama.ge.
Sino'e:,He is placed 8.0 easily wi thin, OlU'cre;ach,
l •.t U8' embrace. 111m 'and exolaim, ",,' ",

'ttLo, this ;1s our' God! .. ,:;:.
We have waited for him,'

and he will sa.ve us!
This ':ts'the'-tord!We hav, w•. i'ted for lri1rd " -,
We 'w11t "be 'glad C • "': - ~and rej'oicein ~i'e salvation.u~, ".~ ,..,

L~t:u\s folio~' thee:tanlple _o_~:the s~ej}herds
not only' in to~r going,~,.,. ' ..~. c." •

but in our re!iurn. .~- ," , ' ,
••And~wJlen t~ey-had {3e,eil it; '.. - .•. :" '.
they made,known'abr~ad the, s~ying~t~a~was
told them O(1)ncern1ng tb.e~chlld.~" ~-~

+ <. - '~ .', \ • +

When Martin Niemaller v,is.i:t,ed -,~theUS
after the second,:world War,' he,was, followed
by .~ g'roup :of repQ~te,rs wh:oe~p'~e~ed~. ~i~'
to talk about hIe harrowing exper~~nce~
in-a Qoncent_rat1.on CHimp-- , . "t- z.:: ~ .

..or ·"b()U~!co~di tiona i'n po.stw,.r; Ger.many.- ,1
O~e' ~y ~on~ .t'}ie reportere .left hi~;,~ ..';however, one ~f'them unknQwing+y ~~id h~m
a complim~n:tby saying· disgue:te~ly:-.. ,..,.-"
"All tnatman . talks a.bout isJ-~sus Ch~ist.


