




INTRODUCTION: Much attention has been given
to the shepherds, the wise men, the angels,
and Mary in the Christmas story.
But there is one man whom I call "The For-
r>. go±ten man of the Christmas st.ory."

His name is Joseph.
Too little attention has been given to Joseph's
part in the Gospel story.

Matthew tells us that Joseph was a "just"
man. This~one who observes the Jewish law.
It implies both religious scrupple and
obedience to the will of God.· "tode
He tried to do the best he knew how~what was
right.

According to Jewish law twD courses of
action were permissible in such a situation as
Joseph saw confronting him.
Remember he was betrothed to Mary.'

·A Jewish betrothal could be dissolved only by
the man's giving the woman a writ of di~or-ce,
~ and a betrothed virgin was considered a

~w if her.fianc~ died.
So betrothal then was much more than.engage-
ment means in.our society now.
Joseph then could have handed Marya writ of
divorce in the presence of two witnesses.
That wa~0bne course of action he could have
ta~J)n. . 'Or, he might expose Mary by bringing'her before
the court. But this would have been a.shameful
thing for Mary to endure.
So Joseph had just about decided. to divorce
her quietly before two witnesses, and the
marriage would have been off, because it never
would have been consummated.

THE BIBLE does not sa that Jose h was the
. h s' al father of Jesus.

\- iNhenLUke gives the geneaology -of..Jesus he
is careful to say that Jesus was "the ~
(as was supposeg) of Joseph, the Son of.Helil:etc.
And when Matthew gives the geneology of Jesus



he traces the ancestry down from Abraham,
through David to "Joseph the husband of Mary.
...Qf WHOM (femipine )0as born Jesus .~"
It does .nat, say that Joseph jle.gaj; Jesus,
as it had said in every case of the previous
generations.
.God the .JiolySllirj± was the --fatherof .J.esus.

God miraculously planted the male seed in the
womb of Mary. This is the mystery of the
miraculous conception of Jesus.
Perhaps it would be better if we sto~~e~d~t~a~l~k~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ing so much about the Virgin Birth of Jesus '
and started talking more about the miraculous
conception of Jesus, and this might clarify
what we mean by the Incarnation.

But,'~egapdl:e6o of wfietAer 019 not we eat:! al-l
-agPee ab-eut Wft.e.:.tAe~JG~eph or the HG1:y~Spirii1
-impl~d in the womb of Mary which.~esul~ in the eonee}}tion of.....the baby .JesuB-,
it is cerr~Ajp.that Jose:gh stood in.the relatioD.:-
shi:gof ~&Lath~ to Jesus ~~_he gr~~_up'in
Nazareth. (

In a Jewish family the'relationshi~ between
a father and a son was verL~e·.
It was the duty of the father to make sure that
his son.should understand his spiritual
inheritance and religious faith.
This was the building of a bridge.by which a
boy passed over-trQW a sensitive and unsure
childhood .to a manhood that should walk on a
sure way.

A boy isn't helped much toward faith in God
by mere WORDS his father may repeat,
but his whole faith may be begun and under-
girded by what his father IS in hfuscharacter.

When Jesus went out eventually from Nazareth
to preach and teach and heal, he had one great
word for God • That .w.o..r.iL was EATH6J~.

.y~very reference that he made to fatherhood -WI. ~
~s though to something so peautiiJi~ that it
needed no argument or elaboration.
He would not instinctively have snoKen saunless a human father's understanu~ng ana lovehad first interpreted fp~ him the fatherhood ofGod.

It is true that the word "Father" as an
ascription for God had been used in the O.T.,
BUT THE WORD WAS FAIRLY INFREQUENrr, AND IT
implied NATIONAL perhapsrnore than INDIVIDUAL
relationship.
( But Jesus used it in ways most ,intimat.e,

and he taught us in the Lord's Prayer so to
use it.

That fact is partially, though not ultimately,
a tribute to Joseph's care for his household.
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