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Introduction

1.'rbe __~g_~li-9Vie1loor.to ~~chariah. Lk. 1:11-20.
( Ao)fhenthe Visitor appeared GAbriel, IISJr

I.Aehe wae doing the Lortla. work
2.Suppose he had been absent from church that day?
~.Angels obeerv, our prayers and worship

B.The Ml.ssageof the Angelic Viei tor
I.Fear Not
2.Prayer Answered
~.Prophetic description of John the Bapt~st

O.The..o.t~t of the yid t
l.He was troubled
2.He did not believe
~.He wae judged ~or his lack ot faith

a.Unbelief il a great sin.
b.What silence we would have today it every

unbeliever were stricken dumb!
1I.~e Angelic Visitor to .bg. LIc. 1:26·,8
( A.The~ of this ~n.gelio Vh~tor.
, l.~l. the Power of God,.,it'S. 2~

2.Same angel as bad 6 months previously appeared to
Zecharias.

B.The place of the visit.
l.~azareth. an 0 bscure 11ttle village
2. The blessings of God will reach God' s cblldren.

wheter they are.
C.The ~ to "hom the ~gel ~ - ~o

l •• e addresses her as a favored humanbeing.
2.He does not worship her as a goddess.

D.The WtaBge·he brings of the Son to be born.
E.The,ffect of the vJ..sll on .My;y

1.She was atraid
20 She believed
~.She quietly & humbly accepted the favor bestowed

upon her.
(
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III.The Apgelic Visitors to the Shepherds. Lk. 2&8-14
A. The fact that humble shepherds Wire the t1l:at to

, '

,~ceiv, the glad tidings is in itself instructive.
In the ~ of the world it would seeman u.lltt
)!8.st.eto brighten the eky with angili.

( and pour downtrom the steep. of' glory
cataracts of tumultous I!QDg.

merely tor a tew poor shepherd••
This show. us plainly that there- is]l9 reppect of

persons with ~J
in His eye the loftiest & the lowest are' as...Qllh,

B. Tbis wonderful visit was given to them while t~
",ere at 1&tlt,(o:.s Ze~~t:L"')

ldla mendo not receive visions.
It isn't in the working up of emotional ecstasY'.
but in the r,egular &, l10nest ~ischarge of life'. ~I

that we are mst likelY' to find God&, be found ot Hil
(Mosesreceived hi. call trom the Lord whileJ~eepilt

the flocks ot Jethro.)
q1deon threshed wheat by the wine-press

(" when the angel brought him 1)is commission.
CSamnelwaited to annoint David king while theY'

brought him from "those few sheep in the wilderness.i
(Slith@. was ploughing when "El1;ha passed by"

and cast the mantle of prophecy upon him;
and .MIQ..8 was amongthe herdsmen of 'rekoa and a
keeper of sycamore trees when Godgave him the
propheci.ea ot judgment upon Phil1stia &, Tyre.)

Yes, it was while they were attending to their
):nsiness that the shepherd. had a visit l'rom the

- angels.
If theY'had been at ~. or out at a .pa~.

theY'would have ~d these y'isitora froDtOuter S~.
If they had been a.t a .civic or trate..mAl or~izatlQr

or pl~lng on ~ at a saRed CQJ!Q§l"t.
or ornamenting pat1iel'y tor a magogue fair.
when theY'ought to have been in that sheep-field

( on the Bethlehemhillside.
theY'would not have heard that song ot the angels.
or seen the glorY'of the Lord aroundabout them.
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The best place in all the world to be is
._- .!Jot. the post of aay. .

Nowhereelse can such blessings be eo eonfidently
) looked ~or.

(
If your ~ ~...!!!.s you to st!ly at home

and cmr.o for your l..o.W ones,
then stay there, and never suppose that you an have a

bigger blessing 80mewhereelse •
. If your ~ c.ille you to be in ~r clly"
or out in the streets or ~s,

or at a prayer meeti~
or in a ~e or f~ctory,

or at a ~hurcb function,
or in the ~e of a friend,
then ~ there, at whatever cost or inconvenience,
and understand it is .bA.a.tf'or you to· be ~e

and ~owhere e!Je.
Be in the place-of God'. appoin~ent,

~d stay awakeand alert.
Suffer not your eyelids to shut-,

but 6.11',\ and 8hake your ownheart.
( Examineyourself', and rememberwhat a ~le8s1ng and

grivilege it is to be a watchful shepherd,
that an angel of comfort mav come'

and e1ng redemption' a song unto you.

Co The~ was night, and the sky was cloudles.s.
Hill & dale slept under the be¥th of the clear moon,
and the quiet flocks were gathered to the

shel ter of' the fold.
To.su~h a scene camethe first news of the Savior' a birt)

Not to man'B wsy placos, where trouble & sorrow rei91
but to those peacefUl folds,

sleeping in the bosomof the voiceless hills,
camethese welcomevisitors f'rom GodIS great outer .paco,

Whenthe angels ~ with their messages of' peace
on earth, they oameto a scene of' green woods

and grassy vales & solemnhills.
(
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D. The~ 0 f the Lard which cameto this peacetUl
scene was the Shekinah slorx of Godwhich had

iN E:. appeared manytimes in early ages.
1ifI#~'-It had gleamed as a flaming sword. tuming every
( J. way, to keep the wayof the tree of life.

in i(c(Cb It had flickered as a lambent flame in
.ux-r-: the burning bu~~~ .

in S7ne'':i~Ithad hung as a great oanopy",. the mt. of the la
in ~!~t had marshalled the hosts of Israel tGr 40 years
:~er6ng like a pillar of eloud by day and like a

pillar 0 f f'ire by nightf
It had hovered as a gl1ttering sun above the cberub1:

overshadowing the mercy-seat.
It had filled the. temple of' Solomon

flooding it with a .rightness eo intense that
the priests could not enter to minister.

It was . . the radiant cloud whieh enfold~
out. of sight the aseending Lord.

!Ind. It will shine f'rom the clOUdwith which the Lord
Shall. return in th~ glory of his second advent.

( Blt .llUH had it lerved a purpose eo great and
so blessed as on \his mst memorableof nights when,

after centuries of eclipse,' ~
it mddttnly :t8A~d and ~e around these

~ts .>htJC:in/.lk. Gt. $~ T){J..fd. 'flu ahs1ionished s~herd.ehea.r
l:eef 't?eJte.ll:f r/r'tJh fi,; ito ~<1r:M Befl7/e..1='.e.rrn.

I. and \dtllt did these humb'e shepherds .do after their
visit with the angels?

They ~lieved. they movedand acted on their f'aith
and d'!llQnBtrat~d itJ they witnessad of the Savior,
and they r.§tul"IU'dto their occupation,

At first they were naturally afraid and excited,
but their f'ear soon gave way to action.
Whenthe angels had gone away,

they said to one another.
"Let us now iO even unto Bethlehem and ses" -
not I' the thing is cometo pass, but --

( "this thing which is cometo pase."
They did nQ.t .&Q b~e they dQUhted,

but becauae they btlieyed.
It was 8. grand j.Qymeyof' ~ - this. journeY'
of the Shophsrda from the sheep-fields to the manger.
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BENE:JICr ION'~'" ,May you have the, Gla,dness of
Chr-istmas whi.ch is Hope; .
theSnirit of Christmas which is Peace

"that passes understanding;
and the heart of Christmas Whi~h is
the "Love of God.J!itrj: el "i'!: in Jepus Christ
our, Lord. Amen. t
t

~

So, V~e rPtCH<t{ - .beet 67
WP.tc c.l,Q/pel-i2? .ae-e: 77
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What is.JLURlll1ititude to ~splvine announoements?
Do we ./!f readily b~e & act.on QY.r~h1

Having ~ the In:tant Savior,
they immediately maie ~. their story, first to Mary,

( and then to the busy crowd of travelers
bustling about the inn.

No sooner had they tound Ohrist for themselves,
than they began to tell others about Him.

But the~cripture record does ~t leave them bere
as e.vangeliats in the •.treets ot Bethlehem.

Weare told in t,he 20th ve~se that they.--w-·.••re••.tu••.med"--
returned to their ordinary work,

to their flocks and foldS,
to those vales & hills :tromwhich they had come,
and there in. their own quiet life
they "faught the good fight, and kept the faith."

~ does not· c-yl ue.ry m,g to be an apostle.
He wants p.reacherl in private as ~ as in, Rublic.
He want. the gospel to be told iJ'l ~he.p-fold.,
and in markets, and in shops,.. ih z - •

iust as in places set apart for-· . proclamation.
( And if .~ h@.s1U..t and forgiven you,

then in the place where your ~ W is c~,
in the ItPh~R of your cQ!I!mQDdqtiel and l§..bozs,
"tan.d ~ .witneea. for righteousnes.B and tor_~
~l the ~ t!d1nge of ~ & salvation to the
sin-stricken, .sorrow-laden !yp and 'f.Q!!lenIUl..an>und !QY.

AIthough. the s~ s went buk. to their Dglllar wrk
andtO their o,tdinaqr OQoupa.tion, it was ~orever
afterward ~t with s9metning of the ~ge18 ~,
and ~choed the ,DII1BU of their hallelujah chorue. They
went back to the same. place and to the ume work,

n! it was different.
And atter you meet God in a personal reUgious e'xperienci
you may go back to JOur same job, yet it lfill be ~tter~'
Lowly ~ and ~ tbks will be eanctifie,d by
a nJllf and glorious motiu and ~ and me.m1!lg.
( ~. t~e will be t.ransfigured,
. and all of J,1te will be a sacrament,
wben you l~ to do everything to the glQry of Godo
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