37 :
" VIsIORS FROM OUTER SPACE

Introduection

I.The Angelic Visitor to Zechariah, Lk. 1:11=20
( AoWhen the Vieitor appeared Gatsiel, vs. (7
l.As he was doing the Lordis work
2e08uppose he had been absent from church that day?
3¢ Mngels observe our prayers and worship
B.The Message of the Angelic Visitor
1.Fear Not
2.Prayer Answered
3eProphetic description of John the Baptist
C.The affect of the visit
1.,He was troubled
2c.He did not believe
5.He was judged for his lack of faith
a,Unbelief is & great sin,
beWhat silence we would have today if every
unbeliever were stricken dumbl
II.The Angelic Visitor to Mary, Lk. 1:26-38
( A.The name of this angelic Visitor.
1. ngxigl, the Power of God, irs.26
2.82me angel as had 6 months previcusly appeared to
Zecharias,

BeThe plece of the visite.
l.Nazareth, an obscure little village
2.The blessings of God will reach God's children,

whéber they are. ,

C.The person to whom the angel appears == Mary,
l.He addresses her as a favored human being.
20He does not worship her as & goddess.

D.The megsage he brings of the Son to be borme

EeThe effect of the visit on Mary
lo8he was afraid
208he believed
3o 3he quietly & humbly accepted the favor bestowed

upon here
(
_MeTE alto — Hhe teyelic visikr B
Joseph - Math ¢4 [120-2]



I1I.The Angelic Visitors to the Shepherds, Lk, 2:8=14
A, The fact that humble shepherds wére the first to

receive the glad tidings is in itself instructive,
In the yiew of the world it would seem an utter
waste to brighten the sky with angels,

( and pour down from the steeps of glory

cateracts of tumultous song,
merely for a few poor shepherds,
This shows us plainly that there is no reppect of

persons with God;
in His eye the lgftiest & the lowest are as ones

Be This wonderful visit was given to them while they
were at worke(cs Zechariah)

Idle men do not receive visionse
It ien't in the working up of emotional ecstasy,
but in the regular & honest discharge of life'd duti
that we are most likely to find God & be found of Hii

(Moses received his call from the Lord while keepin
the flocks of Jethro.)

ideon threshed wheat by the wine=press
( when the angel brought him his commissione

(Bamuel waited to ammoint Duvid king while they
brought him from Ythose few sheep in the wilderness,'
(Blisha was ploughing when "Elipha passed by"
and cast the mantle of prophecy upon himg
and Amos was among the_herdsmen of Tekoa and &
keeper of sycamore trees when God gave him the
prophecies of judgment upon Philistia & Tyre.)

Yes, it was while they were attending to their
business that the shepherds had a visit from the
_ angelse

If they had been at home, or out at a party,

If they had been at a civic or fraternal orgenizatior
or playing on harps at a sacred concert,
or ornamenting pottery for a synagogue fair,
when they ought to have been in that sheep-field
( on the Bethlehem hillside,
they would not have heard that song of the angels,

or seen the glory of the Lord mound about them.



The best place in all the world to be is
» at the post of duby.
Nowhere else can such blessings be so confidently
looked fore
'If your quty calls you to stay at home
and care for your loved ones,
then stay there, and mever suppose that you en have a
bigger blessing somewhere else.
. If your duty calle you to be in another city,
or out in the sireets or fields,
or at a prayer meeting,
or in a gtore or factory,
or at a church function,
or in the home of a friend,
then be there, at whatever cost or inconvenience,
and understand it is beat for you to be there
and nowhere elss,
Be in the place of God's appointment,
, and stay awake and alert.
|  Suffer not your eyelids to shuk,
\ but =8ift and shake your own heart.
( Examine yourself, and remember what a blessing and
( privilege it is to be a watchful shepherd,
\ that an angel of comfort may come
L and sing redemption’s song unto you.

(

Co The time was night, and the sky was cloudless.
Hill & dale slept under the beafth of the clear moon,
and the quiet flocks were gathered to the
ghelter of the folde
To such a gcene came the first news of the Savior's birtl
Not to man's busy places, where trouble & sorrow reign
but to those peaceful folds,
sleeping in the bosom of the voiceless hills,
came these welcome visitors from God's great outer space.
When the angels csme with their messages of peace
on earth, they came to a scene of green woods
and grassy vales & solemn hillse




De The glory of the Lord which came to this peaceful
scene was the Shekinah glory of God which had
5 Edg appeared many times in early ages.
Be—Lti-1% had gleamed as a flaming sword, turning every
( way, to keep the way of the tree of life,
_jfﬁ.‘!.. It had flickered as a lambent flame in
the burning m%!ag_é
jo2 2inei»lt had hung as a great csnopy..  the mt. of the la
3Wﬁf¢-— t had marshalled the hosts of Israed for 40 years
" owering like a pillar of cloud by day and like a
pillar of fire by nights
It had hovered as a glittering sun above the cherubi
overshadowing the mercy-seate
It had filled the temple of Solomon,
flooding it with a Jrightness so intense that
the priests could not enter to minister,
It was ~  the rajiant cloud which enfolded
out of sight the ascending Lord.
Anck It will shine from the cloud with which the Lord
ghall return in the glory of his second advent.
( But never had it served & purpose so great and

a i

after centuries of eclipse,
( it suddenly reappeared and shone around these g
* . . freRs”
This Sherinak Glgey signaled th AEtonished shophorda/ee
Peep Descent es ‘o Ea‘l
E, Bnd what did these humble shepherds_do after their

visit with the angels?
They believed; they moved and acted on their faith
and demonstrated it they witnessed of the Savior,
and they returned to their occupation.
At first they were naturally_afraid and excited,
but their fear soon gave way to action.
When the angels had gone away,
they said to ome another,
"Let us now fo even unto Bethlehem and see" ===
not IF the thing is come to pass, but ——-
( "this thing which is come to pass."
They did not go because they doubted,
but because they believede.
It was a grand journey of faith == this _journey
of the _Shepherds from the sheep=fields to the mangers



BENEDICTIONY . May . you havo the qladqess of
Christmas whlch is Hope;

the_Spirit of Christmas which is_Peace
. that passes understanding; . -

and the heart of Christmas whiéh is

the Love of G0d -kt i Jesub Christ .
our uord Amen.
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What is OUR attitude to God's Divine announcements?

Do we as readily bhelieve & act on our faith?
Having eeen the Infent Savior,

they immediately made lmown their story, first to Mary,

and then to the busy crowd of travelers

bustling about the inmn.

No sooner had they found Christ for themselves,
than they began to tell others about Hime

But the geripture record does not leave them here
as evangeliats in the streets of Rethlehem,

We are told in the 20th verse that they ‘retumed'--

returned to their ordinary work,

to their flocks and folds,
to those vales & hills from which they had come,
and there in their own quiet life
they “feught the good fight, and kept the faith."
’ God does not call every man to be an apostles
He wants preachers in private as well &s in public,
He wants the gospel to be told in sheop-folds,

and in markets, and in shops, [y
juet as in places set apart for = . proclamatien.
( And if God hgs met and forgivem you,

then in the place where your daily lot is cast,
in the sphere of your common duties and labors,
stand forthih witness for righteousnsss and for God;
tell the glad tidings of peace & salvation to the
sin-stricken, sorrow-laden men and women all around youe
Although the shepherds went back to their regular work
and to their ordinary occupation, it was forever
afterward bright with something of the sngels glo
and echoed the music of their hallelujah choruse They
went back to the game place and to the same work,
yet it was different.
And after you meet God in a personal religious experience
you mey go back to your seame job, yet it will be differe
Lowly secular and memual tasks will be sanctified by
a new and glorious motive and joy and meAnlng.
( Common things will be transfigured,
1 and all of 1life will be a sacrament,

when you learn to do everything to the glory of Gode
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