
THE pmlER OF PREVAILINGPRAYER - Gen. 32 :24-31

Introduction! jaco~ at th~ br~ok Jabboc~ •.
'1 . ,. ,

I.tIie urgent need of'.nraYe:r
- A.B:is sinful past .

} ) Bo~:i.s critical pr'e serrt situation~
. .' ~.•Facing a turning point in his Lif'e ,

• 2"To meet his brother !:!:saut omorr ow,
Solomon: nA brother offended is harder to win

than a stron!! city. II

r/ 3•.Q.odles9 r;,cam~rl in. ~totir plGlyedt iIC Lorq; I have
not a sked you for .anyt.h i ng for fifteen 'YGars,
and if Jf9'U deliver us out of t~is storm,and
bring"usCls8fe to land aga i,n, I promi~~ ~hl?-t I
win not bother you .~ga:in for another '15 year's] If

II.His .unusual experience 'Iii th tho angelo'
I, A~H:f"yq.s,~ inm,editation

3. i'lho ,<{asthe anrreL?
C. Was ~her' wrest) lug r...@.l? . .

loSe~m8 to be a real happ'ening~ not just a dreame

20It does, however have 9 spiritual meau:;'ng.
';,(' 3"Hose? 1tx12:4 r.ef'ers especially to his. prevailing

f _ -:----..;.,.....---::--. ,

. in pr'ay er , "He ha d pwwer ov er the angel: and pre-
vailed. 'he wept.,. and imade aupp'l Lcat aonwnt,o hi.m;"

Dfj vihat (lid tb;i.e v~estling sig)1ify? ...•
/'It>I'raveJ' M1puld be earnesi, ill!l)Qrtt1nat~s ft{rvM+ .•

2~utber-wa6,aoiearn~st in his pray~rs. that it used
to be"sald~ "He will no~ be denied."

·3.•"lhentScQt1i?-nd was in danger from. turning from the
· evange Lf ca I faith' John Knox prayed mightily, II Go

II ~i:ve me SClbmlandJ'or I die."
~. 4c'1e read of ahrist when he 1r13.8 in Gethsemane, that
, "being in. agony JI he prayed tf£hemore fer~e~tly. II

R~Thi8assarea the. victory to today1e 6hriatiano
,/ 1. Vlil berforce I s stery of the miner •.rho '~oul'd not go

away 'flithout the blessinge"t.accident;-c'V'osaid,
"I donlt, mtnd, fer Iwe got it •••lt's mine~(r,

2.,Oharles G. F.:l.nne,'s stery of a man •.rfth a st~mmer-
tng' tongue who prayed (·for at) af't.er-noon, and' a

)gr~~,t revival f'o l Iowed ,
3.Prayer is more t h~n .a hea.l thy spiritual. exet'cise

for th: one who prayss. havin, a mere su.bjec'tive
value 1n teaching submicsion.

RAYER CHANGES ~GSo



II. The results of his Remarkable Exper-Lenc e.,
AoChanged Name and Gharacterc •

l.';:acob means supplanter" deceiver" t r Lcks t.er
20He became Isra.el; a prince with God
3rHe received t.he blessing he so mucl1,desired. '
40What a change 'God can make in the pers(mality or
his reb~~lious cre~turea who surr.ender to Him.

5.Re~eiving the angells blessings was much better
tBan learning His name. Spiritual blessings, which
aecure our happiness, are more desirable than fine
notions which satisfy ourcorioeityo The tree of
Life is better than the ~ree of Knowledge"

6e.Here J acob 'was kn Lght ed in the field"
laae'receiyed the mark on the thigh. , '
.- .This was a divine tOUCh that ltfounded and healed

, at the same 'time. '
2.vlrestling believers may bbta:i,n glorious victories
and yet come off with broken bqneso This may'hav
been the. reminder of his past failures..J to keep him
humble, as Paul's thorn in the flesh kept him from
,bOa~t:lng and pr'Lde , .' ,t' " • ,

'3.Sometimes God bas t.o do something ~o'Us to, ' (~'P
t , destro1 our resistanGe"

4.Yet it was' a mark of his, het'oic'victcry
~ . 5.J,ohn Eli~af the grea~ W~lsh orat~r.: ~nce. adqr eaaed
. . a"I?-eeting 'presided' over by the Marqlli ,a of Anglesey"

The Marguis was lame~ navirig,~oat a leg in the
.battle of, 'Ilat,erloo. Referring to this:- the speaker
thrilled his audience by this striking remark:

• II \1e have here a president, whose uery step as he
walks reminds you of his victorious exp,erim1ce~1I

6!What have, you suffered for Him? The.Chr~atia.n who
dre~eg. he '{la~ in'the Celestial Oity I and t.\'fo
•mar~yra tol,d him who they, w'~re !fnd, a sked )l.im. what
he suffered for Jesus.. •

O.Helwas'reconciled·tb his1brother E8au~1
1.His prayers' were answered I " ' , ,

2 e " Esau ran, to meet him" and,"embraced him, and faP OJ
his heck, and kissed 'him: and they wept. II

,3.0IIAnd a e he. passed over Penuel the sun, ros'e upon him~
'~4oIt is eternal sunrise with ·the soul that prevails
'as 'a prince with Godo' ' ,
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D.'L.J'natthis Prayer teaches us
1.The basic relationship - Father - son
2.The reverent at titude - Ha L'Lovred be thy name
3.The ultimate concern - the Kingdo~ of God
4.The peemissable petition - daily bread
5.The noblest petition - the two-sided cO.in of r.:

P'I~.ft.<'(' \:n1vn ""forgiveness: human and divine'''' .t:'.cr.•••.:;!h~J<:. a
6.The plea for deliverance - (from temptation)

E.Prayer should always be based on this pattern.
if not always in these same words.

LILBY PFltSISTING IN PRAY.ili -(]. J~'.ltcld ~)X'~/t
8 (1l 1.."'J·er' {/',/':t. .A.Importunity - persistence -.:r vs ' ,..y. a. l-til c.vr;i\,

A-H~\f J-1 ~ ,VItz,r\J~ tt t~~Vi.~';'; 'frr:...Jt,~tt.t Io~ h'.-.e .
r B'.Persistence counts for more than frierrlship sometimes.

C.Don't be ashamed to persist in prayer -
"the very shamelessness of the request will make

him get up and give him all he needs" - NEB

D.Persisting in ASKING
( •••and it lull be given you.

rk.~ (J' a ~1?/(fit.i'f..tl'.I1A 1- l..•....3t.
E.Persisting in SEEKING

111and you will find

a.d P'i' c,(:. (J r: a: >o.?j'{S Cplf)h -

F.Persisting in KNOCKING
•••and it will be opened to you.

I:n.V.BY FAITH IN YOUR HEAVENLY FATIER'S GOODNESS, 11-15.
A.The story behind the passage

1.Son asks father for fish; father gives him a snake.
2.Son asks father for egg; father gives him a scorpion

B.lf an earthly father wouldn't do such a thing,
how could one imaging that our Heavenly Father would?

(

IVlet., b? - sfS .5 t, C~Pf j. Fj~c>.rJ..


