JESUS THE BREAD OF LIFE John ch 6

INTRODUCTION: The high price of ‘meat and foad.
This reminds us of~@hﬁ&é§z3 question, V. 5g
"How are we goinhg to buy bread to feed all

( of these pecple?" 372

I. . IN THE THEIME OF THE BREAD OF LIFE~WE
SEE A SOCIAL CONCERN,
Ao christ's concern. for the economlc ‘needs
of people is 1ndicated in his feeding of the
—midtitudes
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B.Christ is. sympathetlc toward the phys;cal
and material needs of people, .

C.This is the social .aspect of the Gospel.
The people had -tracked him. far up. among the
hills. They looked tired, and they were .
tired and hnngry. They .were a long way from
the towns and shops., . Christ's first thought
for them was .not about their Souls, but how -
to meet their immediate urgent physical ‘

Ireguirements, .Lna.t L0 1S 4 Parwyg 9L  Tne
(  Christ we serve; and we must seek to grow

up into his whole likeness, f ;
Here is humanity in Galilean HomeSpun.

The Gospels represent Jesus ‘at=times as a .
champion of the poor and depressed. He seeks
release of captives, prisoners, and slaves,
He denounc¢es the scribes and religious leaders
who “devour the houses of widows,"
His treatment of womernl is radically opposed
the ‘the customs of that day. He took the
first step toward the .true ‘liberation ‘of women,
He operates an out-patient clinic wherever
he happens to be, ,
The social .teaching of parables J,J.ke "the
Good Samaritan® and incidents like the. rich.
young ruler have had a tremendous effect on
( " his followers, re
‘ Jesus evaluated an 1nde1dual s splrltual
life not in terms of religious exercisea, )
but in terms of ethical. and social actions.

In the Parable of the Last Judgment, Jesus
emphasized in the strongest possible terms the
importance of such social work as the
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feeding of the undernourished,

the care of the sick,

‘the rehabilitation of prisoners, .

the clothing of the destitute,

and the ‘housing of the homeless. .. ;
Jesus believed that religion should .serve -

people -- not thatipeophe should serve  |(

re}}g}ggﬁs were here today he would be con- -
cerned about the/$0,000 human beings on earth
who die every day of starvation ‘or malnutrition,
He would care that over half  of the world's

three billion people live in perpetbual hunger.

He ‘would think it strangs-that ‘the family:

pet dog in the USA ‘eats more and better than

the average = ‘laborer.in’ India.. ’
For the Christian the "war ‘on poverty and

hunger" is not a polltical option, *

It is a responsibility based -on thé ceMmand

of Jesus Christ, who loved ‘the poor, "¢

*Inasmuch as you have done it unto one of

IS MU PRSI S Bers WPesafo) - iate kud‘!k‘nn i

you have done it unto me.

II.IN THE THEME OF THE BREAD OF LIFE WE SEE
A,§EIBIIHAL ‘MEANING. :
In this chapter we find three great “I Am"

say:.ngs of Jesuss - . ,
v 35: I am the Bread of foe.$~ g ape
v 41 I am the bread which .came down re

.from heaven. v
v 51: 1 am- the Living ‘Bread.

Not his ‘messa e, ‘but ‘himself, ‘gives 11fe -
"'and ‘sustains 1ife in such’ abundance that
no unsatisfied sm€é€d remains to frustrate
the believer,
Christ himself is “that whleh feeds,
sustains, and s?rengfhems the Christian,

He said, "He “that comes to me ‘shall’ ‘never'’
hungare‘and he that believes -on‘ me tel (
shall ‘never thirst. (v 39) g8

When Jesus spoke ‘of the Bread" of Llfe,
he meant not merely bread for the body,
but food for the soul.
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B.Jesus rejected the efforts of the people .
to force him to be king, to lead them to
national freedom and-material prosperity.v.15,

Many urged Christ to lay a81de his own
rtans and adopt other easier plans more likely
toi eaeceeﬂ, in thelr oplnlon..-

C., Jesus challenged people: to spend their
endrgy, not for the food which perishes,.
but for thé food which endures to eternal life,
" e rane !
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Our Lord's primary ‘interest was not the
shoring up of a sagging secial structure,
but the ushering in of an-altogether new order.
Any program of social concern must poimt -
men to-=not away from--the central message
of redemption through the blood of Christ.

Christ ‘did not come to earth to ‘e merely
a Bread King.
‘What '1rritates CNrist Tne MOST 1N our
( modern economic situation is not that
material things are so badlyeg;gzzlbn_eﬂ
but rather that they are so greatly Qver-
valugdy: .

D, Jesus rebuked the crowd for thelr 1ow
motives for following him, v 26, . :
1,Negatively--not ‘because ‘they saw. the .
spiritual sign orcpeaning behind the feeding
of the multitude, €€/
2 Posxtively--but because they ate thelr
fill of* frée food,
., ‘They made twé demands of Chrlst: ‘
" MORE MIRACLES, and “FREE. BREAD” (TLB vs. 30~ 31)
They wanted sensationalism and material plenty.
So teday many are interested. not in
Christianity'itself, but in the by-producte
(" of Christianity, il duoi f)
If religion'will glve[loaves and fi heTé>
better houses, shorter working hours, v
“'wages, lower prices, gadgets to lessen
work and increase leisure~--many would then

follow Christy but they don't want any of
his spiritual demands,



II1I.IN THE THEME OF THE BREAD OF LIFE WE SEE -
A SIFTING RESULT AMONG THE DISCIPLES,
_A.At. this point many of the prefessed
disciples.left him, . _.

They said "this is.a hard sayzng " (v 60)
They murmured and were offended and.stumblel d
at his teaching about the bread of life,

Some 'of ‘them:did not reallx believe(v 64)-

B, They offered two. obgections to what he
" said about the bread of life:
1. This is “merely Jesus (v-42) the son .
of Joseph, whose father and mother we know."
“We are his: neighbors." " -
"We know the whole family.”
Familiarity breeds unbelief, ~ g
., 'To this objection Jesus answered that
only. God s grace can draw peogle te hlmself

¥ The second ob;ection was based on . -too
literal an Lnterpretatlon of Christ's exact
Eeras _--;'Z ey ST GRS WERLRS MIELL ¢ tglve
us hﬁs flesh to eat?"

The answer %o this obgectlon is that
Christ was talking about a mystical union
rathér than about a mater1a¥ union between, '
himself and the believer.

So, instead of great crowds. comlng to Jesus
and following him, the crowds. started
leaving him in droves. :..

This teaches us a much-needed 1esson to-
day.  To many Christians large. numbers, ‘
packed pews, and great pOpularnty are all
important. They seem to be willing, to.accept
people on any terms at all, , Some assume that
if the gospel is faithfully: preached. great
‘erowds will come to church,.. But Chr;st
accepted people' only.on his terms.,s ; b
His preaching drove somé of them away.. . /
It hurt him that they were interested in ‘
him only insefar as through him they, might. -
find some: easing of their material.difficulties
and some in¢rease in their comforfs.« _

But He preached a demandi 0s el
whether the peopie liked 1¢ 8% hot)



whether they were alienated or attracted.
whether they thronged to hear him
‘ or would not listen., | ;

He preached faithfully at the cost of

losing his crowd.
( | A great British. preacher once went w1th

his wife to worship in the church of a
clergyman ‘who passed his days in a buzz of
excited dnd adoring people, and ‘noticing that
she was looking around her somewhat contemp-
tously at a crowd that showed no Vlsible

; : 3 ,
"It is all very well. my dear, but 1 could
not fill this place." "No," she replied,
“but you could empty itl" .

The ,ranks around Jesus were so thinned
after thig, and there’ were gaplng spaces
opening everywhere.,
and hundfeds were streaming away ‘from. ‘himg
he was far from certain of the contlriued ‘
alleriance even of the twelve.

He asked, "Will you also go away7?". »7.};' o

Here we see PETER"™S MOMENT OF GREATNESS(68~69
Peter was a man of extremes, passiondte,
impulsive, apt to dare and rlsk mare than
his faith could carry through, ‘ O3

He spoke for himself ‘and: the ten others-:
"Going away? ' To whom?" =
-=-There is no one else that can tegch us

as you can teach us, Foamon W
and give us, what you can give umy, o0 To |
and be to'wus what you have ‘been and are.
You have made life so full and meaningful -
for us, ...0And always other new and
exciting vistas keep opening up for us,
which we'd never see apart from you.
We have believed and have come to know that
~_ you are the Holy One of God,"
( This is the equivalent of Peter's Great

Confession at Caesarea Philippi.



CONCLUSION: ‘ ,
Jesus Christ is the Bread of Life,
This shows his concern for mankind's physical,
- material, and economic needs., '

But it does not stop with these needs.

He is supremely concerned about nan's
sins even more than about his hunger.
He feeds the soul as well as the body.

And his message of spiritual redemption
brings a 31ft1ng of men before his judgment

but some turn away from him when they hear
his full gospel with all lts demands for
real discipleship, . i
There is an offense in the cross.‘” . i
But in the midst of this great discourse
on the bread of ‘1ife, are several’ great .
evangellstlc invitations and promises.
He 'said, “No man can(o e to me unless
the father draw draw_him," °f5
cast out,” £ 37) ' ' (
-Here are combined two thzngs:
God's initiative, (¥~ =
and man's responsibility (27
God is now doing his party
he is drawxgg- you by the Holy Spirzt. o}
Your responsibility is to decide voiuntarlly
to come to -Jesus, Whiles was. "35vad aad ..
Will you come to him who is the ,
"Bread of the world  in mercy broken, g
By whom the words of life were spoken® & ::
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