
~_ THETEST OF TRUERELIGION
"Test t.he sp i r i ts It ~ /. I John 4: 1 '.

, . . __. . 7n ~VCV. '779
INTRODUCTION:The~: 8ffi news~of the gr?at
tragedy at Jonestown, Guyana, S.A., . ,
gripped our minds and staggered ,our emp~~s. Ii

. We aLl, asked "How could ,Qf) people at.c~ne ----- \
place and time be convinced-and moved ~

drink poison, and commit mass suicide? ,;
How could religion be'so pervert~d?" l
,../Review ths,_stor~ as f'cund ~n newspaper accts). :I?lsf.') 7"fl;e,~'YfcU'N)S in W<2..e4; 7X. . !
The Bible tells- us not, to be so gullIble as '
to believe every popular, ohar-Lsma't i c , _
magnetic personality who-comes along claiming -.
to preach religion. '-- _
I J.ohn 4: 1- says, "Beloved, do not believe
every"spLrit, but test .the spirIts to see
whether they are of- God; for many'false
prophets have gone ::mt-:.Lnt;o the world." ~ ,
How can we test-- the sp..iri ts? r ~.

What'1s .the test of t rue.' relig'i'on?
I.).liE- FIRST TEST'IS IN THECONTEXTOF THIS

SCRIPTUREPASSAGE-= , THEDOCTRINALTEST'.,
k.Read verses 2 and y. .

B.Belief about Jesus Christ is crucial.
C.Especially the doctz-Lne. of Incarnation.
D-.J·esus Christ is v'ery- God of very G.od, ,
and ,--veryman of' very_Oman'acc-ording to
an' old creed.
He is SO'n of God and. Son of Man.
He is both divine and human, ~,.
,The eternally existing Son of God came in.

the 'flesh as Son of' Ma:nand took' upon hims'elf
a genuine-Iy human na-ture • .p}Jjt;ff'~1'I.S 2.~5-S
E.N.T. Christology must be understood in the
entire N.T-. context and 'pattern of faith
and .doctr-Irie , ' j

F.Anyone who strays away f-rom this N.T. )
~standard of doctrine and faith, especially

regarding the person and work of Jesu~
Christ, is not worthy of our following.
G.It is said that Jim Jones claimed that he
was "Christ reincarnated," thus removing
himself from N.T. Christology.



~H.Side by side with positive Christian faith
is a healthy skepticism that inquires into
the claims of men and movements to be
inspired •.'..' The mind of the Christian is !1Q1. a soft

,'"}!lind,and faith is not gUlliJ2.iiity. ...- ( "
r"'" ~-~tI.THE HISTORICAL TESTA.We should ask, "Does the religious group

follow in the mainstream of hist'0rical
Christianity from the days of the Apostles
down through the centuries to the pre~ent?

_--cB·.-e~,-isit a "new religion"?
C.Have they pulled out of the main body of

- --ehrist1See I John 2: 18-19, " ••• many antichris ts
have come ••..They went out from us, but they

were not OF us; for if they had been OF-us,
they would have continued WITH US."

It is characteristic of many so called
cults or sects or independent religious
groups that they may have a loose identi-
f'Lca't i.on with some religious body, but '"

they have a tendency to ~ull out and with~
sr&~ fro~_ the larger bod1es of other
Chri$tians and "go it alone."
D.There is something healthy about maintaining

fellowship with other Christian bodies to
be available for counseling and·correction
in case some local group begins to go
astray from tl1etrue acr-Lptur-a'l teachings.

E. As Christians we shoulQ'carefully keep in
the company or fellowship of the larger
body of Christians around the nation and
world.Don't be a part of a ttLLI 1 group
~hat has become isolated from the main-
stream of historical N.T. Christianity. .
I like that part of the Al11ance of=

Baptists Covenant which reads: We.commit
ourselves to the larger body of Jesus Christ~
expressed in various Chr Ls t Lan tradi tions, a.n d
t? ? cooperation with, be Li.e ve rs everywhere in
g i.v r ng full expr,ession to the gos pe l v "

'[III•.THE STRUCTURAL TEST: . l.l
EXAMINE THE STRUCTURE OF THE ORGANIZATIOlj
A.I Peter 5:2-3, "Tend (shepherd, pastor)

the flocK of .Godthat is in your charge •••
.not for shameful gain •••

( not as,domineering over those in your
charge out beLng examples to the ·flock."

B.Here we "have some principles of church
organization and policies.

C.It is always appropriate before you support
any religious group or become a part of it
to ask, "How do they handle their finances?"
Is there a responsible group of dedicated
competent peopl.e; who are open and respon-
sible to the entire constituency in some
public way? Is there honesty and INTEGRITY?
Or is it a "one man show"?
This is the way to be above reproach and
avoid the fatal criticism of greed and
"shameful gain." r

D. Ask, too, ~'What is the source of authority
and power in the religious group?

( Does one charismatic, authoritarian
leader "lord it.over" everyone else?
Or is there shared decis.ion making?

E. Peter warns agai.nst the use of the office
of the ministry for merefuaterial gain,
for personal prestige, 6r for popular
acclaim.

The popular religious leader is easily
self-deceived. He may be doing an
effective work and fa~ to realize that
his real ambition iECf-£omake a "success"
than to make a mature Christian congrega-
tion and leave a lasting work of God.

F. .Power corrupts even the religious leader.
And there is no corruption so terrible as
the power over the minds of trusting
followers.
G. Jesus warned that this domineering spirit

was to be found among the.Gentiles, but it
was.not to be allowed among his disciples.
(Mk 10:43). This power motive knows no
limits~ and its ambitious spirit is an ever-
present threat to every church.



;tJ Any authority in the church must be in
keeping with the nature of the Good Shepherd
and his dealings with the sheep. '

There is no place in the church for_
"bosses" who run -it as a government or a
business or a mili tary or-gan i zatLon , ~

Christ must shudder at the efficiently
successful church that has lost its .-
respons~ble democratic nature. '
H~sus warned about "77!'alsepr:9phets who 'co

i _ 'sheep's olothing but inwardly are .
~~-,-_ous.1l.0l~es."(Pat.7: 15) _-/
.ere a some of their characteristics:
1.Excessx e-love o£ money
2.Abuse of ower
3.Hypocrisy

,4.Self-centere
5.ParanQia- _
6.Persecution_~ple~
7 .-Delus~·.ons-rf gr-andeu8.Marks violenc'e'-
9. Tho...,ugt ,c'ontrol-.__'-

10. ack of freedom: or intoleremce •
..1.Sensationalism, "showing great signs

and wonde rs ;" (Mt. 24:11, ll-)



IV. THESANITYTEST Ii
A.Luke 8:35, The healed man, from whomJesus
had cast out the demons, "sitting at the
feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind~
Before Jesus cured him he was a poor

~ severely disturbed person with a-schizoid
personality, but Jesus restored his sanity
so that he was quiet and "in his right m i.nd;

B. ,~'i§ligion, has so often, appeared, as a
kind of .iren.9'y::-as' irrational and, irrespon-
sible fanat,i.cism, or unrestrained" '
emotionalism. _ '.
But ,frenzy is'.UQ.:Lthe .:wor-k . of . the ,.spiri t
, of' God. but G:£ :4=el'i!.Qnli3; ,.,
To ,sit at, the ',feet of 'Jesus and to learn
'of'111m is'to-~cover our'sanity. ,
Thrqugh Je,sus we can live,secUre,coherent,

and creative lives. '- -- -
The .Qhrj,§tian 'waY,-111ay.s eem.nonsense to

unbelievers, but' it is never: a mag.fre.Q.~:Lor
a di$torting f'ana't i.ci.sm, or..an .abandcndng
of the intellect that GOdgave .us "

~ C.As an individual you ~are'Te~o.o,sJQl.e to
be a ·~ms:tll.x:..e; , ~n:t~lli '~Ut Qli..r~~si1~fl:'" -
DonI t let someone else' '-d:o- y ouz- thinking
for you.

You should know enough about the ~e
andhe9-1_Q~ so that you can,..qQ your",Q.,W1
t,hin~i~for yourself and not be misled by
som~nDeliever or religious fanatics
or foolish heretic.

You should be able to detect it when
someone is leaving the pathway of Jesus
Christ and is striking out on his own.
D~2nd Tim 1:7 says, "for God did not give
us a spirit of fear or timidity, but a
spirit of power and love and of a sound
mind or self-control."r:
,E. 'R:0mafl 12..;2-s!!J ea':ki,s-ot'~!..t.hee-~!l.ej}:ew:j:ng~o·f

~1J.-r-m<i--l"l4• 1.' -~{)'~xi"e~,:ts~"@u- '~@'~'~eftew',
.:d~v-e:l~?p,-~~n~u~e--y'ettF--p1i~g@-&~iMea-re'e-t,;
~~ ~-t-'unEie~:I: mass·'@f.--g~lJ:~hi":l:j;cty
·0 S.-1af>-~f~*aJ.""* e.~. _ '

(IC F~6)



.
V.TBg SOCIALTEST
A.Do they really and i:;rulyLOVE.
love one another
love ,all people
a,nd,love GODwith all their heart & mind,

/"> ' soul and strength?
B.SeeI John4:7-B, 10~12, 16-21
Notice the emphasis on LOVE.

C.Lov~ C~%t9 ~~ f~,' J2.~~j;, and~nrea:tof pun i.ahmerrt , y:g.:...JJi. ' .
D.Christian love in no:..way can be Q.op~§.:~~nt
, with .4ifte. MURDER.o£'eO:A:gr:e:s'Q'eiaA-F/.y"aA-a,Yld
'$~--fo~~i>eo"p19 ,wi:t~ him, -Yl~luEUAg -three
J3::ewe,fflon~d a ffi:9~:epr-.0Jthe ,cuitwko :' .
_~:&ft~a: t o=-ge-t='o"ttt '. :'

.> " Christian lQ'V:E'i!' in no way can he consistent
with admini'ster::ing poison. with ,syriAgos
by sErl:o!irt~ng 1;he liqb1:.id -iA'1;o 1;he fflo1:1'1;hsof
,babies ,8:fid ehildre11: 8:!1:d adults 'vrho tried
to resist •.••..Even whoA ,:t;'lrTey ifCjY''6 Sf}i-4;1;i:ftg
.U, ofl-*fre~-fftirS os J3:Admffioe.U.Qal--team sho~te Ii

abus ~ at theffl-r eall:C1l ,them lpai-P.of£, ~n;rui.fQre.Qd:
~~effit'~ 'c=t7al~e:Ft. ,'-, " ~
/ . Ghrist~an lov~- in no wc;,Y.can b~ ,consis~ent

.W~ th bra~n'-wash~ng t~'ChnJ..ques -whi.ch ~1?,t:~y ....e
people of .the'fr~edom.,to' b~ ,the.mse~ves
and s..nJ,.v~for tJn~m.se1ves,tffQ(-idahallonge

eXOefi!iH~it of the .moyement or :leave. it with01:J:t
aen9l.l:neiation when they ehQs'e: to tie so .,1

Christian love in no way can be cons±-s:...
tent with, mental, 'physical, and'emQtional
abuse of peopl~' within the gro~p. .

Christian love in no wa,ycan be cbnsis-
+errt wi tho brutality. and fbrcea donations and'
retaliation' again$t criticS. ,

These +h lngs are anything but love.'
They ~ evidence of _a:narrQw-riiInded religious j

,bigotry. of. mentally- disturbed 'lead.ership i .

)tQ9- of insecure flight from" real'ity.
~E. -~..i- y.. and.; of people are

inc..olll • • and' ._0 '
are incom at' an ' dec
. tio are •••~nWi·~om~~~~_.:.. -.



~ II'aW<l6u #~' ~,) pp;j I7
CONCLUSION:" ,,'4.:1\.4, C!.-

The world' is ~rsking,'''Howr,'Coul,d -sucn
a tragedy happen eas happerre dia't rJoh~st-own' in 1178?
I am sure that I ,don ' t have ~he:"coin'plete 'ex-

. planation 'o'f .all; 'th1at happerre d , 'but~~,k;.

I
I can offer',;some ~sug:g-estlioh'S that might at \
leas t ,partialty ;expl'ai-n -fi,ow-ft happene'd; "'; . _

I I propose, that.sonrevYherr~,"al;ohg ,·t\ha"way'~;.:.sJr
tt' Jim Jone's' be'came ;'a'" false pr'ophe'"" 'f'OF 'an 'evil'
spiri t!{which wa~fhot' o,t"'Go'd".,']lf~~~the'olo'gy
and es pe cLa.kIy fhei:rGhristol'ogy b-ec'am'ec'on-; .
fusedl:!.Tnei.F -motLva'ai.on became self...k'centi:{red:
TitJir'mjz'nd'§bEicamedis'b'rdered a:ridth:e~onfehow'"
concei ve d ofi.' th;eIIEf'clv€~S:::Jas'u,s "Chr.i:st.';' , -. '
Hec~)8C~~~~~-Wx
r-isel"astcd placro '!:n£otftl1 (A~6ri;;ea....::..t<o'.:ge~·'away" \
iroHf~lrt6;o:eri:t'3:ic6'.IhEty:'had' "d~el'us'tbris of'gr-'ahdcur t

and thought of ·tihe'~~:Y~eS3.sa ':s)cci'allea;:d-ers ~
chosen 'of :G'od·-'1tb 'bu11o.,-, E(1'he:W' :c61orty.' : -: ,~' I

They became !()b~rerssed'withpowc-r 'and \c'011'1<1' ,~
t:.el e~atcll'O;" "'bhal'l'c'n-ges"f-roIn:"-6th'ers .-1_ ' :,' +.'
:If I did notib'e'J7iev'E(ld "al personal Devi-l

and a supernatural force of";e'vil," ,1," ':s UJ;,g ,

.awful tragedysJwould' s:uart: me -to Jconsider
the~ pr-obLem.vof evj.;l .aJ:T ov&r'agaln'. ~'( J: ,',
The supernatur'al is hot always divine. \..
TherC'irs. ,8.; supernatu:r'al::. ,e:viL f:orce,:which -Ls
just as! re:al,~ 'jl.H3't ,'8:S 'per9fens:.,. -and ~jus:t -as-
uncanny. .as :the, -e,diwine, power "€);f:-good~'in'the,~',< I'
universe. ',; "",' '"_,,.r. f,_ )-, _. "', _ ~ '~c .'.

And C'hristian'. people' mustbe',on guarrd ;, ,,~,'
against the spi.:r,it,, of \e~i)."as· it (U8,esand
speaks ,~thr.ou§h,'fa<Ls:e-pr'ophe te- .tcday ,«. ," ,',

This truth, -is, rva'Li.d ,i,or'~ :age', -as' fo~: ~. "
age because evil s~ill bas ·a.dynamic,·' .
Lnvas Lvs-power-, and I't' is' healthy to' cbs'-
r-eml.ndett: tua!"!;'anttC'!rd:stian:-- s·pi;ri ts' 'are st'ill
real an'd"'at' work'·ih. 'our: worl(L~ , '.', , ".. -:
In every age .th e Lde 'c on'trends aga irrs t' ·the' tr)~,
evil against, -gOQ'cr, flals:e; pr-ophe'te agad.ns t tr~ '(.Ie
prophe'ts-~, and'<the Sipirit:,o,t.' Antichri's'-O: ' '
ag.ainsct the' r-e-al~·OJ!lrist,:•., , -, ' . ,,,' !, " c,
,.; s . S 1 5 J ~'rt,· "t\i _ t ..-,J ~ ~

Ip:il ••a.;:II. lLat ::8 m~lI-b lESMcmtu that "e JUS t;e
09s!rtJ thcm liS~, ;!! S~!!£~sa:: t: :Iy tthsthn thG#(con{)



ur'CONCLUSION:
('-..~

we(\~

',--------~------------



CONTINUED

agree with ur own opinions, Zh~.. , see
whether they re of GOIl."

There IS a IFFERENCE! '
Think about 't the next tie you are

tempted to suppo t or foIl ~some questionable
character with a ovel r igious teaching
and way of life in 0 so e f'ar= ou'texperience.

May God give us he dedication to
follow the spirit o~ eSUS Christ" .&00,'-s'
S-oA--eonre . ri~t.he""'"""f.l-flsh~or --eu.r--FeE1empti-GJ1,-
and the perception to d tecx the deceivers
and 'false propIf ts who d",ny in word and deed
Jesus-as God' unique Son incarnate in the
flesh as our'onlY Lord and Savior. '

You see if .we really do this, we are
not only esting the spirits', but we are
also te ing our spiritual ma urity as
Christl'ans.
/


