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, "THE ::BASIS OF CHRISTIAN UNITY"

Eph. 4:1-7, 11-16.
,. - .

INTRODUCTION :-"
,..-----...,A-pronrinerrt EuTppeanprdnceaa recently joined ~a

~crertain Lange -Christian church explaining that her
reason for doing ecrwas- that she felt it: afforded

the best opportUnity of promo'ting ClJ.r.istianunity. '
'No one churl'lho-r group has a monopolyon

trying to pr~mo'te-Chri-atian unity." -
Manychurches and denominations and groups have
been ~doing-this -in va:r;i,ouswa<yst

, and some quite successfully. --,
No;",.'sgni.ethat have for so lon-goresisted these eff;rts
are bela,tedlY,trying to jump on;the bandwagonwith'
a ~eat deal of publicity & f'anf'a.re , '

. The real question, however, --is the basis -.::--,,~.
of Cp.ri*tian und, ty 0 " , ,

This determines thepk-ind of unity 'we shall have.-
All Christians agree that un'!ty is the id.eal. •

This is Christl-s prayer in: 'John 1-7.
,This is the t~eme ~f this-sectio~ ~f the Eph. lettery~
a~ in the first part'of the let~r the theme was '

ONE MESSAGE---- REDEMPTION;'
and from 2dl-3:21 it was ' . 't , ,

- ONE MISSION -- THE PROPAGATION OF;REDEMP~ION,
so in this- se.cti'on, 4:1';"16, it is" '

, ONE B0DY --THECHURCH.
Certainly Godls ideal is not chUrche's'that

disown eaeh other and r~iuse the fellowsh1.p-of'
un,ity and-love- in commonrelation to OneRead.'
Goddoes not intend that His people shall be
pe~nently divided and separated by sectariai-t

I I' 't t', . • l.mJ.a l.on~.
This ideal can hardly be realized, however, ,
as Long as W!3 think of the church as a humanorganization
rather than a. new creationo "
~ D"ivisions ,will- continue as Long-as we put hnmsn
~_ dogmasabove the Wordand the J3piri t.
Unity is only a dim hope if we persist in the'
heirarchy of a humanhead instead of recognizing the

- Lordship 'Qf Chript alo~e as the sole Head of His church.

"



I.THE CHURCH,THEBODYOF CHRIST,rn EPHESIANS.
A:l:17,22,23, ttqod.1las{madeH:i,m(Christ) the head
over all things. for t he church, which is His body,
the FULLNESSof Himwho fills all in all. II

I.Christ is the fullness of'God,:1:23 " _
2~The~hur.ch ,is' the, f'ul.Lneas '.ofChrist, 4:13 "

B.5:23' He !Bakes'an appeal 'for the su.l1l:!lissionof
the wife to 'the'husban¢l "for the husbdrid is the
head of the wife as Christ is the Head o"f' the"
Church, his 'body. " J.

,
C.2:l1-22, the breaking down of "the dividing wall
of hostility "and th~ reconciling of both Jew and
Gentile unto God Itin one body thxough the c~bSS'~"t'"
1 0This had' b.~'en broughtabo'ut ~'ecause,'t:q.e'j'b1ood"'of .
" Christ" has been offered as ·the point of recon-
,ciliation (ve , "13-15): .', . ' , .

2.The terms'"one new 'manII (vs 15) :,and the' "o~~
boqy""are.terms for ,the church.

30The church is aicommundty of the reconciled,a fellowship of those who'have entened into a. "

"y .nevyrelationship:to .Ged;, , :: " (
and thereby~into·a new .relationship to
their fellow man;' thrc!>Ugh#--Chdst., ..

40 'For this r-eason , strife, es brangemen+,
factions,and divisions are tha most devastating
sins imaginable in the qhut',qh,for. ,they strike',
at the very root. and nature of the church. .
,The~hjlike ..all: efforts to change the'.nature:'of
the truephurch, ,or .-the,substance of its faith,
are under the most severe judgment of ,God.

e ' ,

I.,

B.One Spirit
1. This refers,:to th~ Holy Spirit - ',- -
2.Just a's the' human,boay has 'tne'anrmatlng spiri't
to give" i t' l'ife~, so. this one body"has' the' 'anfinating
Holy Spirit to g~ve' it, life.' .., :"

( 3. See Gen. 2:7, wher e Godmade mant s'.body and: tnen
breathed his~)';i.fer~giy;ing;spiri t int,9, the" bod.y:,
so !~t ~p~'::pecaJ1e"a't~vi~w:(~?u;L~;.~("' '~ "~..':

4.Jus
e
t ,~s:-.t~:I~S. !e,genv'erp},~d~CJrgav,~ sJ~~rt:tuB:~life

to the ~d~vidualt so·He nowmainl~~ns ,the,y~tal
oonnectaoh of each one with tne others' .. "'., ,

[I 0THEARGUMENTFOR' CHRISTIANmrITYIS TIDJ SEVEN
:BASIC'>UNITIES'OFTHE'CHRISTIAN'SYSTEM.
A.One Body .. .: ,~-'~ ; '"
1.·Wehav~a.lready noticed the teaching in this
letter that· the chU:rch i,s -tip.eone Body of" Christ.
,a~R~?on6iled ,to ,God,through the cro~s, ,2: l~ ',' (
b.ThlS refers to the church as an instltut~6nf
, but the! same'unity &: spiritshdUld be' found'

in 'each local body of believerso
2.The mystical body of Christ, or the spiritual univer-

sal church or Kingdomof God, is ONEBODY. This includes
all of Godts redeemed children of all denominations,
of all nations, and of all generations.

and ~th' Chr~st the Realo r
iii •. ~

C.One·Hope _" "v ..v • "

1.The hope,Qf the resurrection and Heaven ,-
with all its glory. ",' ,

2. The hope of the consummatio:p..9£ Christian' Uni;ty •
whi9Jl if~ ?byt,?usl!' ~e~ i~"'}1ie~~u~St~~~:,'~'~rc',~i'

3.Wehave not yet arr~ved at the perfeot,J.on.;. r
.0; J.J.. _ ..•.. _

to }VhicP.,W~:, ~~te been ..oa~+~~~~ .', _ ...~. .""~
~_.:-. _... _." 1 • _.J .,; J .J .•.• _ '.,,' • _ __ • -~. " -. _~_~, ~

~ /".. - ,.~...., ; to 'I':..D.OnltLord J oJ - - ) -- -, ~, .' -, "-

( 1.The body can have only" one, hea:d~~:• .» r-v :.. :,0" ,,',1:,
2. There cannot be man.Y-Inas,ters--emly-' One.~
3.0ne of the tragedies:'of':"-Christehdom is'the
aasumptdon that the Lord is abs~nt'5froin:';the': bony
and must therefore be represented by vicar~
archbishops, "or pth:e'r:.huinanheads •.. :,c , ' . 1.", '.

a.To Paul the 'Lord is 'PRESENT•• ,' .1. -- ~.

·:~b:.Re-.exercis-es;:'l'lis%ord'sllj.p'directly t~ought
his spiritual presence; in the: bo'dy·~'~!r...._,

•• -.' ;... ,: ~-. .-. • - 1"' .•.. ~ ~~ - 0 \'".E.One F8.itli' .~ " "",., '.. " V J) -- • -~

1.0ne act of trust ~,Christ for salvation. "
2.The·same cond~:t~on',of saivation for everyone.' ,
3.Nbthing here' to' indicate' that Paul ha.s in- mind"

. . __. ~ .0;" •

primarily one system of doctri~Ef. S>x) 9!-sed_.1.. .'r
4.To Paul , f~ith,is not, ~I o,reed",Qut a,.living:_"

I .' • l,-- . . . \ "." ..__ .'_ J .

personal'relationship',or b:'11stm Jesus Ch:r:tst.
') \ ••. ) .) _. " /_" ""-0-

( 5. ~fl:1e~a9cep~~nce qf ~ ?~dy. of ,dOG~rines :or :9r~ee~,
',"~F:supsti tut~d for. t~~s 1~fe~g~v1ng:r~1i}t~Q61ship
to the one Lord,
the signs of'spiritual decay are already present
in the bodyo



'F.One Baptism J. ) ."-

'l.,This pro~ably refers-,to 'water baptism as- a.
Christian ordinance, although some.say ~'.!i;t'eJ.eors

. to the Baptism with the Spirit'. - .. - .r: , ."c
2~Because··o:f··thr' tra~d~distor'tton13 w~~ic~ha~~
.-. arisen in ~the practice of baptfsm, .,~... ,- ,.,.
,'and:' even iii-the 'MEANING:'of' oa:ptisInt" ;:' - .: p'

< it is diffic'lil:t' todaY'fcrJ:' -us to'-··reaiize<, tlle u.

. force' of P~ul I.,S .appeal to' the. 1!oh~ 'bip.t:tsm:."- •
3.what. was to .~ then'.a: SIgn 'tJf:'UnitY.~-·:_ .
has become -tb us 'today the unf~ttUl11:ite:~',' to
symbol of division. ......;,:.' c. "" ,". .~ •.••••. -- ,.,J....

4.Baptism is the way in w~..ichoneness' with Christ •
. 'in~His/death 1& res.'::i:s·:declared··&-·donfessed,· ~n'

.'~ • •• ¥"_ : I _~,_ .•~~' '~_~ •• " ~ j ~ J •• _ ..•.

G One "~d .• '" c • - - a ,• . uv . . tl1e. -' -, :"; .':j. J:..... ..', y' ,. •• ! ,...~"\""'

1.'1'0 a maitwit~4J~Vjish~h~~;tiag¥).i+~·~~UJ."-.~', .•. ->

the oneness 'o'f 'God'was' the. cardinal' ':fact 'of ,- ,
his beiD.g'. , .'1", _ r ~~ ,:).•.. :i,- \,,'>- ~:'~~ -t..J~'

~ . v. ~., • ~.... ': 'J ...." Jr....... , _ ~, \ ". .• ' • l:"'-t

2,All l.l1lity dl?Iiived' .frqm..~this. fWla:amen:1ial:lmi.,.y
in the nature of God" .' . , •.. ' l '. '."

3.This one ..God.,i§,',Ff,!.i;b,~r(qf' ..~ll. of'. us who are. in..
the <m~..bQ,§,Y_9:t:,:,.Cb,risi;ia.n$.-.'"_ _':. L •• '__ '

The "us" re:fers to' .Qhrii.s:tians a:rtQ..not-to '
-e universal ~nkinci" I~ ,_, ; ~ ., ~ _ .",,/.~" /. ""

IIIoUNITy~'DtES -l~o-:f flpL~~:Q,UT'.~.:n:ciIDW.{~~.!-;QR.,'~~~-~ .
PERSONALIDENTITY.• ." , .. - .', ,'....... : ._' ~
A. Immed:i,.art.~ly,f~,l.J,..owing;;~s IWH5nif:4c~nt_ .desc:dp<tion
of the )lJ:rl ty..o,f.,t,he,Q,ody" ._'"_"~ ..:_~i; ':~:'"......:.:...,

Paul correctS. .any,pO,s~iQle.mis:under~tanding_,of this
uni ty by reming.ing us ,t~ t _. . " ~ o

"grace was' gj,ven ~o::e~c:p.··oI.us" ';: r.::~. _'" " -
accoz-ddrig ·to 'the 'I¥e;s'ure .q.i .',Ch-r1"'st'!'ij "gift. I'. (4: 7'-

B, Thus, ·t1:e.in~iy~~u~r~i~y.~of~rea;ch~embe..rrof..t~e ,-
body is preserv;ed, .,.. .!.: .~,... :- .... -,'
avoidi:hg ~fid:~a;:'Of 'a'bsGrp~~o~ jm.d= ';i.oss~'of" ; '- \"
p.ez.sonalidentitYo~ .. ' " . - 'l'r .•.. '

C. Aitli~ S'ame:"~;in1e tn.e var.i"e'-t;y of" :g±ft I'!"for ,.the.:'·
proper ~ct;i;on.ing, :-qi the ,'boa.y:is St.~e'-ssze,d,"4:7~16;

• ~ '~'--l.: .•, ~~ ~:;"I:: \ L
. ;:"" '" ' "

, ..•.• -. "..



D. Paul is saying that the-segifts serve the
purpose of training (equipping) the saints
(not just a few leaders, but all the members)
for the work of minist~ with a view to
building up the body of Christ, vs 12.
E.The ultimate goal is to "attain to the unity of

the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God,
to mature manhood,
to the measure of the stkature

of the fullness of Christ." (4:13)
F. In vs. 16 Paul reached the highest eEpression

of his doctrine of the church --
the growing up of thd body into him who is the head,

into Christ,
from Vfuom the whole body draws its life.



(

MADRID (AP) - Princess Irene
of the Netherlands appears more
interested in religion than in ro-
.mance at the moment, close asso-
ciates of the 24-year-old Dutch
girl said here.
They were commenting on the

announcement from The Hague
that she j 0 i n e d the Catholic
Church nearly a year ago, and on
widespread reports here and in
Holland that she had been linked
romantically with various Spanish
youths of noble blood.
"The princess is seriously inter-

ested at the moment in two things
-and neither of them is romance,"
said one associate. "They are reli-
gion in all its phases and her in-
tense study of the Spanish lan-
guage. Both have resulted in her
frequent and prolonged visits to
Spain."
This source said .the princess,

~enuinely interested in the union
Qf all Christians. G.bose the Catholic
Clu!rch because she considers it
the best vehicle for attainment of
;t~al. T,bis fact. the source
"said. was a major factor inPrin-
,cess Irene's conversion JL<llD- her
~a~~.o.nall Prq~stant-
Ism. . ()../1"11..

Madrid's morning newspapers
gave top importance to the an-
nouncement that the Dutch prin-
cess had become a Catholic. The
Catholic daily "Ya" published the
story on its first news page and
the monarchist daily "ABC" de-

_ voted a full page to the reports
from The Hague on Princess Irene.
Meanwhile, Princess Irene con-

tinued her Madrid visit with the
Dutch ~.amb.ass~.\!.!! ,bt&, ,YYire.
She went sightseeizlgi: BhOlJ4lllHlr
t8Blted t.oatbolic maSlli".lICle,".1i'
~~~.~i!.j~I' ~) ·\~.ti-::_}"I1M··lrH


