i THE HAVD AT THE HELM - (Prov. 3:5-6)

I.Relisnce Upon the Lord
"Trust in the Lord with all thine heart."”

l+The Nature of faith -~ trust, or reliance,
’ : "to lean on", (Ps. 56:3)
‘A.Belief that God is able to help, save, and guide us.
B.Belief that God is willing %o do so.
C.This kind of faith is not merely a speculative
philosophy but an operative principle.

2,The Object of faith, ™"in the Lord" —--
A.All-~wise, all-loving, all-mighty, all=holy
Be.You must begin by taking Christ Himself,
The one comprehensive revelation of God and
expression of His will is Jesus Christ,
To respond in faith to Christ is the firsi step
in religion.

3,The hightst degree of faith, "with all thine heart"
A,God alweys requires the undivided heartie.
;  BePs, 33:9, "Lord, all m§ desire is before thee"
| _J."Thou shalt love the Lord with_sll thy heart and
with all thy soul." (Deut. 6:5; Mt. 22:37)

II1.The Limitatian of Humen Understanding
1.Much that is beyond reason does not contradict reason,
2.We accept much that we cannot understand or explain.
3.0ften faith points the way to high&r circles of truth.
4.There is a legitimate using of the understanding that
is pot a_sinful "leaning to it."
A.While we use our God-given mind and reason, we are

to depend, not on our oyn intelligenge but upon God
for success, and trust in God's promises & care.

BeThis is just as we depend on God for strength to
resist temptation, but at the same time use our
common sense and do all we can to avoid it,

Co0ur humen reason and understanding is very useful

iy ) but it should not be leaned upon or relied upon

“ as a substitute for faith in God., "Thus saith the
Lord, Let not the wise men glory in his wisdomeesee
but let him that glorieth glory in this,
that he understandeth and knoweth me." Jer, 9:23-24,

D.Danger in folbowing our own wishess
"Yas'm; He wanted a bumble beel"






III.Recipe for Divine Direction - "in all thy waJs agknow=
ledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths," 5
1.The Essential Condition - "acknowledge Him!
A,What it means to ackmowledge God.
Our danger today is not a thloaophlcg,l atheisn
)‘ which denies that there is a God, but a practical
ungodliness which crowds God back to a remote
distance from human affairs,.

When the early Spanish mariners and explorers
discobered a new land they immediately hoisted the
flag of Ferdinand and Isabella from the highest
masthead, asknowledging the sovereign that sent the

BesGod loves to be caonsylted,

Form a habit of going to him in the first place,
before self-will, self-pleasing, self-wisdom,
human friends, convenience,/Sxpediency can influenc:

C.Live by taking only _one step at the time,
with every step under divine direction,

‘DoIn what ways we can acknowleige him:
(1)oYour secret ways
(2)eYour ways of business
(3)eYour ways of pleasure

) (4)eYour ways of sbcial life

(5)eYour ways of sorrow and iisappointment
(6)eYour ways of joy and blessing

2.The Certain Promise - "He shall direct thy paths"
A.There is a divine guidance to be had for our
journey through life,
We can have the confidentcassurance that:
"My bark is wafted to the shrand
By breath Divine:
v~ And on the helm there rests a hand-
—Other than mine." (Dean Alford)
B.God does not. direct us by false impressions,
wild dreams, fancied voices, and inward imaginatim
Neither are we to mske a lottery of the Bible by
opening it at random, and taking the first verse
V' that meets our eye and putting our meaning upon it
We should apply ourselves to serious and careful
study of the Bible, and givs our heartis to earnest
prayer, and obey the leadership of the Holy Spirit



CoHis Direction will’
(1).Remove obstacles -
(2).Prevent, or overerule mistakes
(3).Preserve from ruin
(4).Secure peace and contentment
(5).Guarentee final triumph
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