
FREE ~:fN]J F;C;J7.1/RJJ. 'C:I/fi,)S,(ErlNS

THELIVING OFTHESEDAYS

Peter deals with' the question which young
people today face: "How should I live and

) act in, ~hese days?" (2 Peter 3:11; I 'Pet 2:/6

See hymn by Harry Emerson Fosdick,
"God of Grace And God-of Glory", especially
2nd' ve rs e, "For. the Living of These Days"
(HymnNo•. 440 in- Book of Worship for' US :
Forces)

- -
Peter's Answer is ini two words:'

I.FREEDOM
A."Live as free men, yet without using your

- fr'~edom as a pr-etext f,or evir~' (1;., Pet '2 s 16)
B.The ess'ehc'e of 'their fre'edom was no't a politi
calor social freedom but a SPIRITUALfreedom.

They wez-e.fre,e from t.he p'ower of sin
They were free from the guilt .of· sin.

Psychiatrists tell us that many p.e-Op~e.who
~are ment~lly ill are 'ill because ~hey have

not been"able to.,a·¢cep~. rei.ease· from. ~uil t~
They' were freefrbm .ANXIETY.'

C.But Christia~ Yiberty is not the same thing
as moral license. ',,'
1. In I,CorinthianEi 6: 12,- etc, Paul s ta'tes

that all ,things are iaw~ul. for:a Christi.an,
but,n~t ,~ll things are ~xpedient or helpful'
"Expedient" ~mplies, ~~gflt ;purpos'es or ,the
highest .good , . , , .'

, And the highest good for Christians is' rec.og-
. hi tion 'of the lordshi.p of J'esus Chri'St .•_~_
This' #ri'ncipie gqvern~ both lib:erty and ek-
pediency, ~d'these should be tested in fts
light; .' , ..
, 2. Il1 a series of balanced oppos Ing- aent ences

)
' Paul 'draws a .c l ear distincti'ori between' "
liberty and license,

between what·is lawful and 'what,
in the highest sense of 'the word" . I

is not exped.Lerrt; ' '
" '

. , I"~ -', ,t.



Paul puts two limitations on a Christian's
freedom:
The first is from the social point of view,
.is the act helpful to others?
The second is from the individual's own point
of view;' '
Will the act make us slaves to passion and
thus destroy' freedom i tself,? (5e~ :;;;1td-er~:IV

1 ., • ' ,

3.0ne of the earliest heresies agail.,lst which
the apostles had to fight was the pernicio~s
idea that ChristiarLliberty implied license .•
But Paul would have none of it.
He saw Christians, as~,'G.od's 'people' who were ,
"called to be Saints "i'

and dedicated to ,the spirit, ,of Ch,ristiani ty.
Such l;icentious c'~hduc't..as: the apostle condemns
in thischapte'r 1;s u;tterly' Lncons Lstierrt with
this status as aatrrts of God'. '. .

His immediate. point is that is, simply not
true or, acceptaole,·that anything goes in,
sexual conduct. . .', ,

, . '. '.. '. t' JHe condsmns homoaexuaLi,ty, along Wl.tl) other (
f9,~ms,of .,immo:ra.1ityand compaz-es:homosexuals
with thieves, drunkards, an~ 'rotrbers,
none of whomwill"inheri t the kingdom'of God
if they remain impenitent and unre~enerate.
God.can save and forg,ive tl',l.ehomos.exua.L,
and the prostitute, and thq~E!who:'V~si:t
pr.ostitutes, and thie'ves, and drunkards, and
robbers, if they 'repent and change their 'w'ay
of life and ask God's for'giveness arid put
their faith and, trust in the Lord' JesuS Christ.
Paul said, .Ln f~ct, "and,~uch WERE;.someof.1LQ.!!...
But you were washed from such moral, ,fi1 th, ,
wouwere sanctified, made morally. holy and,
separated unto God, and you were justified and
declared righteous on the basis b~ your faith
in Jesus Christ, in the name',of the Lord Jesus
Christ and 'in theSpiri't. ,Of ~u:r~od," , ,(
4. The Christian '.s ,body is not meant for
immorality, hut for the Lord, "
and the Chris tian' s body is a templ.e of .,the
Holy Spirit. And this requires separation'
from sin, not license to continue in sin.
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II."~~N,g.E. ,This is Peter's secon.diword
as to how to live in these days,
A. ~o whomor to what cause or ideal do you
give your allegiance? . .
This is the all-import~t question.

JMany ar-evLoek.Ing for persons. causes, ,
or organizations or institutions to which

they m~y,g~~veth.e~:t;','al~,eg~~ljbe:' ""-'-'-'-- --
B.Allegiapqe to self-interest brings unhappiness.

Allegiance to men or to people can be ,
, d~sappointiAg. .

And causes fa~e .and pass away with'changing
times.

worthy of.Nohuman cause or institution is
our TOTALallegiance •.

- . .
What is there that· can truly.claim a persqn's
TOTAL'all~gianc'e? . '.' '. ':,
Peter aays , "Live as servan.ts of God/" 1 fai.«:-r :2,;'(i

That is ,"Pledge your allegiance: to God'.1/
There· is ,ngthing higher, .,.. ,

. and there· is _nothi rea ter ·than God
,to. w,hich you' can pLedge yours,elf.". r

There:.is no one truer, and there_ iserio" one nior~
satl.sfy,ing tow~om you can-g.ive ,yourself. ~
C.Peter says, "Honor-thesoverei n",
but he does no-ts·ay, "Give' your t.o al allegiance
to the earthly s0vered:gn;".,L ) ,J).z /"-d~r -9;:,)S..1T..R:~•..•erg.n<::.::. Chr}sr a.S L.,ora.." • ,.
D.The same:wr~ter, the Apostle Peter, sa~,d,~11
another place in .~the'NewTestament, in. the, Book
of Acts, ,":We ,must obey God rather, than men."

A great m~ times we are able to ,obey people
,and God at the same time; ~~,~ - -----:-c' ~ _

there is no conflict in Qu+.loyalty.
The trouble comes when'peop.Le tell' '-1S to .do

one thing and God tells 'us t·o do theopposi te.What then? . r- ' '. " "

Y:hat is what happened in Pete'r' s case , ...
...J1Vlensaid, "Keep st,ill; be quietI" .
God said. "Speak ouz , II ' '

Peter could not do both;
he had to choose one or the other.
He chose to do what Godsaid

regardless of tne cons~quencies.

~
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Such a'conflict in loyalties ~s one of the
most testing and 'straining experiences that
can come to a person, "
EJ One of the things for you to.,reme;mberwhen
you find yourself caught in a vi~,e of con"!"
flio,ting loyalties is that you ,are .,not ,the -,
,first 12ersonto be there. , " , I

It is the price people pay for their 'moral
nature, and the ~oblest people have paid ,the ,
highe~,t price. " , " - "
otesus paid, th~±gh~st price of ~ll.
He loyed the land 'and the people.
The people saad , "Be one of us. II

Godsaid/"Be my Son,','
Jesus obeyed God, not men.
F.A Clir1Stian cannot pledge his'ultimate aile-
giance to any human insti tution'~ because above
the institution is the cross of' Christ,
and the institution must ,in tbe la~t analysis
be judged by the cross of Christ and by the
principles for ~hich he died. ' " , . (
, Tl)e Chpistian cannot commithimself or her-

self withou~_reE?ervation to' a po.li.t Lcal, party,
for the party -allegiance always' stands 's-econd
to the Christian allegianc~. . '

'Let us 1 pLedge. our unswerV,ir;tgallegiance
to Him in words similar. to: the, hymn:
"Living· for ,Jesus a,life that is true,
Striving to: p.Leaae ,Himin a.rL that I do;
Yielding al1.eg.ianc:e. glad-hearted and free,
This ls' the pathway of blessing for me.
o Jesus, Lord and Savior, , -

I give myself, to Thee, .
Fo~".$h9u,.in Thy atonement,

Uf4~t give Thyself for me;
I ownno oth~r Master,

Myheart shall be Tny throne
My life' I give~ hencefor;th to live,

o Christ, for Thee alone. II
(

Fre~.-t F4."f)'~1chr).stit.V1i
W,4c:.. ~e/I If .)vne 7Q Re~ >/:3"22 h'('C 1"-3-:1.3'


