
fitS!) LIFE WITH.SOMETHINGMISSING
MARY4ND MARTHA,FRIENDS OF JESUS

Luke 10:38-42'
'lnttbtluc tion: Both~~ and Mary belong

) to ·the; gallery of famous· ~i bl'e' ~omen. -
I.Sorne things that were ,NOT mis~ing

, in Mar.:t~ s l'if e :'
A,A comfortable JlQ.~, " , ,.;

It, was :apparently HER hous e ,: no':r' Mary vs •
B. Ade'~:!U,atefi~.;n'ces 'f~'r ~co~6rrii:p stjc-~r.i ty.

1 .They wei-,e>.poth women, of _m.e@~, ,'" r.'

2.Johrr 12:'l3 ·tells 'us that the pound Of
, 'dln,~meh-t,'to an.noitit-~,eStts"w8:;S'y:er-y',' c9stly.

C.Talent as '~ hos't,g§s, aiii({:hoine~'ak'e,t-; ,
Striving for"perfection(;:. '~-_'_'.w .

D,A "p~a~-.llial and .,finemotipnal nat~"or
" . temperament..

She conce.atrated: 'Qn.the· work :t,o ,b~.;done ,

, ;

) - ,"", " ,. , , '

ILBut Something wa.§.'Missing in Martha~sc Li,f,~:
A. The abili.:t.y to r-ematn darefre~' and ~:,. "
" ..unt,roubleo- (v .,,4-1-) •:"', .... :; "\ -.:... . .. . :-·f":·>

, l',Mary' had this ability, . .
2.Martha did not have it.' " v

.: :3·~She .was'§'Q, ups et: that' she blamed 'Jesus
I ' 'as well. 'as Mary.' '. . >_~.' .'__","--,.0:

She also asked Jesus :to make, Marry eome
into the, kitchen and help her.

Her req ues twas, ,d'enie'd./
It is more important tcrattend', to Jesus'

teachings" than to, be overly concerned about
matters of food and' drink. " ',' ,.- '"

,SOME concern for necessary food' and' tlrink
is inord'er in 'its pr-oper- pLac e j ' .",

)' ..but in this' ins tance Mhrt~a was .'~OG LAVISH
an he'r efforts for· ent er-tatnment , .
She was pr-epar-ing too many thin'gs'! on" the
menu', WhE!!il only a' few ~ 9r, one or ,two Wou+'d
,have been sufficient and would ,have, allowed

.'her time to sit at ,the feet of J,esusand
listen to' his teaching', ", ' ';, ' :,'

.1'';'



It is/interesting to notice that this
comes in the Gospel of Luke immediately
after the storY'of the Good Samaritan.

The major point of that story -Ls tt,lat.Jwe
must be unselfish. in ministering to the'
needs of others. ... -

And the m'ajor pointef THIS story about
Martha and Mary is that the service of others
is NOTENOUGH. ':
.In'deed, ~lit is possible to 'be distracted
W~ th much .serV'~ng like .-this. ' ..
'It is 'possible to .lose 'orie s s.oul, .Ln a .
prqgram q.f ch1ghly useful acti\l,ity.;, ; .',

, Our .•Eiervl:ee, "t'o.others; .must; be,ili a,reration
of constant alternation or rhythm with our
sitting at the Lord '.s· feet· .~
and listening to Hiswo'rd •. ·
B.Martha 'was missing Tn! EXPERIENCEOF
INTIMATEFELLOWSHIPANDDISCIPLESHIP.
, ';11''oJMa:ry'.b~d·this~ experience .c r.' "., f'

2.Martha did not
O.•~ar.tfla was missing tpe one essenti!3-l
and needful thing -_ ...---',. - . . .
concern for tne spiritual life .•·'·.:··'..;. . .
Many good people ar'e missing the. s'artie-'tl1ing
in their lives. ~: .. .

,~.' ' : '!I

D,.Mor~o:ve.r, Martha was ·missing the spirt tual
sensi ti'vi ty to the s ec r-et powe.r and central
JIlL$~i9.Q'of Jesus'.
She saw him only as a human guest,
not as God in tl1.e·f'Leah ,

1.Mary, had this sensI ti v.i ty.
'She was :<::meof the· most spiritually Sensitive
women in the New.Testament --
more sensitive, in fact, th·an his disciples.
This was illustrated in Mary'S annointing'
Jesus before· he went to the cross(Jn12:)).r
In boundless gratitude for the reato-ratiori
of her .brother, Laaarus from. ·the dealt Mary
offel'ed the .lavish gift, o,t expens Ive ointment
without consideration of, the cos t., . idea
"Give all you can: high Heaven rejects the",,_
of nicely-calculated Less or more.'I. > :
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If you are keenly sensitive to Jesus as the @
"Christ', and as your, personal Savi'or and Lord,
and if you ,understand that he has the ,~inal
and absolute power ol1er life and death, .
then you can withhold,nothing, ' '

( ) absolutely nothing. from Him.
E. But Martha was not only ..mi.ss Lng this' kind
of spiritual sensitivity, but, she was also
missing the ability to.puteverything into
proper perspective.

In overes,tj,.mating'.her role as a, hostess,
she lost the ,perspective in which all her
acti vi ties must be viewed. "_ ~

Having at least for the, momerrt I,Gst·'the.'
,WORD of Christ, she' 'I'ost, the true reason for
hler s oC'ial s ervice .and hos'pi tali ty. '
Then the work itself, ceased to be, sa,tisfY'ing,
significant, and . cr~ative. ,

She, lost the ,one ;thing whi:ch1(was'needful;
to, give attention 'and ,de'votion/\'{-le, th~ Words
of Jesus, and her servige as; a hos teae was

)
valua. ble only because'_th'at one' thing ~fJ.,~
so important. . , ,

, "~Wec-are'much'mof.~ In n~E!d'of" r'inding
MEANING in life than we are of ,LIFE ITSELF.

Inde'~'d,' our 'frantic, 'nerv'ous! search for
"many things", and our attempts to~ enjoy,
various novel tieS' and Luxurd es of', life',
are efforts, to make up for or to hide tp~,~ack
'of' the":'one thing" Which' we real;I.y need
and waQy mor-e :thap"ci!!ytping els~ .: ~ .-

Jepus taugh:t llS that the prope;r,perspeptive
"is to s eek 'first the Kingdom of, God,
and th~n all'ot:tlet::', things w~uldb~ added 'to us.
But most peop+e', tod!iy are, seeiing' material
things, hoping' through them to'(fi{ld happiness,
and then put the KingdQ~, of q~~ down at the
cottom of their lis~ ofpriorities.kl I

i ) \
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I:1I.Is There Something Missing in Xour Life?
1.The knowledge of Jes~s as your Personal

Savior.

l2

2Dedica,tion,'to Him, as',Lord and Mas'ter
of your lif;e. .'.,

).Seositivity to' His wil]' for your- life.

/4.st "Augustine said:
I tt rr:2!rouhaV'$r made us for yours elf, 0 Lord,
and our hearts are restless until they 'find
ir'-es t, in You."
5~Are ypuc missing"the abili,ty,to ,ben~fit by
the'warnings of others concerni1)g your:
eternal' sa'Lvat Lon? ,. -' .

In this connection, Elie Wiesel wrote in
French a gripping story of a Jew who haA',(
escaped from a N~~i Concentration Camp and
returned to his native ~illage to warn his
fellow Jewish people, but they'not only
refu~edtQ believe his stories, -
but's'ven\tolist.en tb them •. :. ,. ."1" . '. .. . •Moche wept as he aaLd, "Jews, listen'l.toms ,
It's aJ,II, ask of you. You .don't understand.
I have been. saved miraculously.
I managed ~o get back Here 'to tell you the
story of my d~ath, So that you could prepare
yourselves whlle there was still time.
I only Waated. to come back to warn you.
And no ohe Will list~n to me." - .

They had plenty of time to escape : ,
if they had:only"believed art4,heeded Moshe~
But they'refused and perished; . (

Even so Jesus came back from the dead
to warn you to prepare for your eternal
destiny. Do you dare take the chance of
refusing to believe and heed Him? .If you ao, you w~ll ~1ss--~ne most.1mportant
thing in life; that 1S, eternal 11fe.
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