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THE MANIFESTATION OF THE MESSIAH
Micah 5:2, "But vou, O Bethlehem, Ephratah, who are
little to be among the clans of Judah. from vou
shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in
Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient

days," (- “Frem claj; of en‘éfm?y -~ ALY arzin noﬁi>

Christmas started long before Jesus was born of Mary
i Bethlehem. Me might say it really all started in
the nind of God the Father long before the first
star in the first galaxy was created.

When we gpeak of the manifestation of the
messiah, we begin by thinking, however, of the
insignificant, unimportant little town where Jesus
was born of Mary in the days of the Roman Empire,

I. The Place where Jesus was manifested iz important
to Christians if not to most of the rest of the
world.

A. Bethlehem is one of the oldest towns in
Palestine, already in existence at the time of
Jacob's retwrn to the country from Egvpt.

Its earliest name was Ephrath or Ephratah.

It ig five or =ix miles from Jerusalem on a hill
covered with vines and olive trees, beautifully
terraced for agriculture.

Micah 5: 2 reminds us that Bethlehem is of
umble but God—chosen origin, and of humble but
strong position among all the towns of Judea.

The name '"Bethlehen' means "house of bread,” or
"house of flesh." DBread, wheat, barley, grains are
for the making of bread, the staff of life. Flesh
or mealt reminds us of the incarnation.

"Ephratah” means "fruitful.”

B. Here in this place Rachel had died and was
buried. Here the story of Ruth and Boaz found its
setting. It is the city of David, the scene of his
early exploits and the home of his kindred.

Here David was amointed by Samuel to be king of
Tewasl (1 Som. 16:13) angd from Bethlsbes Ssal oas

for David to minister to him with his harp (I Sem. /6 ‘9
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16:19). It was one of the strongholds fortified by
Rehioboam. After the Captivity a small band of
Bethlishemites vretinvned to their old home and con-
tinued the faith and traditions of their fathers.

In Bethlehem the Grotto and Church of the Nati-
vity stands today. Tradition tells ug that this
great church was erected by the Hmpress Helena about
330 AD; if this is true, it would be the oldest
chiurch in the world. Below the main level of the
church is the Grotto of the Nativity, 33 feet long
by 11 feet wide, and furnished with silver and
crystal lamps hanging from the ceiling. The visitor
iz shown a marble trough believed by some to be the
manger where Christ was born.

C. Although Bethlehem or Ephratah iz a very old
town or village, it is not very significant in size
oy population. It is not even listed among the
cities of Judah in Joshua 15 or in Nehemiah 11. The
population has long numbered around 7,000 people.
Micah refers to Bethlehem as "little among the clans
of Judah." and it IS little in worldly importance,
but not the least in spiritual importance, being the
birthplace of the Messiah. Often God chooses the
little things of the world to eclipse in glory the
greatest things.

During the time of the birth of Christ, the
attention of the world was focused on Caesar and
RBome rather than on Christ and Bethlehem.

This was not the first time or the only time
the world had missed the point. This is illustrated
by a true story of what happened on December 17,
1903, when Orville and Wilbur Wright were able to
keep their hand-built airplane in the air in North
Carolina for 59 seconds. Thisz was a moment that
changed history. We are told that in their
excitement they immediately sent a telegram to their
gigster back in Dayton, Chio. It read: 'First
sustained flight today in 59 seconds. Hope to be
home for Christmas."” Their sister was so excited
by the good news that she took the telegram with its



big news to the editor of the local newspaper. The
ext morning, to her surprise, the newspaper
splashed out the news in big bold letters, '"Popular
Local Merchants to be Home for the Holidays!"
The biggest news of the time passed by Dayton, Chio,
on that historic day. The newspaper office
completely missed the point. Commenting on this,
someone said that this is often owr problem. too.

I1. The Manner of the Manifestation

A. Incarnation means "'into flesh.” It refers to
the way God assumed human nature in Jesus, Christ.
The classical statement of this central Christian
doctrine is John 1:14, "And the Word became flesh,
and tented among us." This teaching is closely
related to the important doctrines of the divine
sonship of Christ, his sinlessness. his pre-—
existence and virgin birth.

B. The virgin birth explains in a human way the
incarnation of Jesus Christ. Matt. 1:18 says, "Mary
was found with child of the Holy Spirit."” Rom. 1:3
says that Jesus Christ was "of the seed of David
according to the flesh." Gal. 4:4 says that he was
"made of a woman.'" Note that he was the 'seed of
the woman," not of the man. By a creative act God
hrcke through the chain of human generation and
brought into the world a supernatural being.

All the manuscripts in all the ancient versions of
the Scriptures contain the record of the virgin
birth in Matthew and ILuke. All the traditions of
the early church recognize this truth. The earliest
of all the Christian creeds, the Apostles’ Creed,
specifically mentions it. It is in perfect harmony
with all the other facts of that wonderful life of
ouy Savior. It would seem logical that such a
wonderful life as that lived by Christ, having as it
did such a wonderful FINISH in the resuwrrection and
ascension, might, INDEED SHOULD, K have a wonderful
and e<traord1nary;gggfggg§_1nto the world.



IIT. What is Revealed by this Manifestation of the
Messiah?

A. First, His Deity is Revealed.
Jesus Christ is GOD.
Paul speaks of him as "God manifest in the flesh.”
John 1:1 says, "The Word was God."
Heb. 1:8. a passage that speake of Jesus Christ,
says, ''Thy throne, O GOD, is forever."
In John 1:18 the best manuscripts speak of Jesus as
"the only begotten GOD."
In Jn. 20:28 Christ accepts Thomas' confession of
faith, "My Lord and my GOD."
Paul in Rom. 9:5 calls Jesus "GOD blessed forever.
Titus 2:15 is very clear about "The great God and
cur Savior Jesus' being one and the same.
I John 5:20 speaks in no uncertain terms of "his Son
Jesus Christ" as '"the true GOD."
And II Cor. 4:,4 and 6 assert that Christ is the
image of the invisible God.
Who could possibly doubt that the manuscripts of the
New Testament clearly teach the deity of Jesus?

B. Second, his eternal pre—existence is revealed.
In Jn. 1:1, the phrase "In the beginning" can easily
be compared with Gen. 1:1. In Jn. 8:38 Jesus says,
"Before Rabraham Was, I am;" in cther words, "I
existed before Abraham was born."

1. Again in his intercessory prayer in Jn. 17

Jesus prayed. "And now, O Father, glorify thou me
with thine own self with the glory which I had with
thee before the world was,'" and in verse 24, "For
theu lovedst me before the foundation of the world.”
Again, Jn. 2:13, referring to his pre—existence.
speaks of how the Son of Man came down from heaven,
thus denying his natuwral beginning at Bethleh@m. o
And in Jn 16:28 Jesus says in his own words, "I came
forth from the Father, and am come into the world.”
We read in Col. 1817 that '"He is before all things." «
and in I Jn. 1:1-4 that he "was from the
beginning...the Word of life...[and] was manifested”
as the eternal Son of God, our Lord and Savior.



Surely all who accept the New Testament as the
inspired Word of God must understand that it clearly
teaches the eternal pre—existence of Jesus Christ,
as Micah said "whose origin is from of old, even
from ancient day% even from 2ver.1astmg ag the
triune Godhead, 2 °Pays v trnity”

2. The previcus "goings forth"” of the Son
included his going forth to creatthe world, as we &
read in Col. 1:16-18, "For by him were all things
created. .and all things were created by him, and
for him." So do we read in Jn. 1:3 and 10 that
MAll things were made by him: and without him was
not anvthlung made that was made...He was in the
world, and the world was made by him, and the world
krnew him not."

In like mamner the writer to the Hebrews says of
Jesus, "By whom [Jesus] he [God]l made the worlds."

IV. The Purpose of the Mesziah's Manifestation at
Bethlehem

A. To be a Ruler — "a ruler in Israel."
Gen. 49:10 had said, '"The sceptre shall not depasrt
from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his fest,
until Shiloh come."”
Christ is this ”Shuuh " or Messmh and Ruler.
In Mat. 2:6 where dESsvwespes=an-Micah 5:2 is quoted,
we find the word meaning "to rule translated with a
Greek word meaning "to tend like a shepherd."” Yes,
it means "to rule” alsco, but it is to rule like a
shepherd cares for his sheep, not like a tyrant
rules over his slaves.

B. To be the Redeemer.
The angels told the Sheperds that the primary
purpose of the coming of Christ, more than to be
just a Ruler, was to be the Savicr, (Ik. 2:11).
The NAME of Jesus means Savicor (Mt. 1:21. "Thou
shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save his
people from their sins." g
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CONCLUSION: The Birth of Jesus in Bethlehem fur—
nishes a marvelous example of the accuracy of in-—
spived scripture. The promize of the Redeenmer was
at first vaguely general, {(Gen. 3:15, "the sesed of
the woman'"}; then it grows clearer, defining the
race and nation from which the Deliverer should
come, that is, the seed of Abraham, the Jews (Gen.
12:3); then the particular tribe, Judah (Gen.
45:10); then the family., that of David (Ps. 89:19,
20) ; then the very town of his birth, Bethlehem.
Moraover, the 70 weeks of years in Daniel's prophecy
had so clearly defined the TIME of the coming of the
messiah that the minds of many in the nation were
raised into an almost frenzied expectation of him.
This is why many thought that perhaps John the Bap—
tist night be the messiah (Lk. 3:15). Many who
rejected Christ were in a state of wilfful blindness
and determined obstinacy. Many who knew the scrip—
tures would not believe on him cr receive him as the
nessiah. Be careful that vou are not like them.

We Christians today live between two advents —
the first advent when Jesus Christ came to die on
the cross for our sing, and the Second advent when
he ig coming in judgment upon all who do not will to
believe on him, and who deliberately reject him
against their best instincts and knowledge.

We who are Christmas people today must go out into
the Christrrejecting and God-ignoring people as
peacenakers and gospel ambassadors. We go out into
a world of conflicting ideclogies, of cutthroat
competition, of idolatry and harsh power. We go
believing that the final victory belongs to those
who, in our darkened world, have ears to hear the
message the prophet Micah prophesied of the little
town of Bethlehenm so long ago.

Have vou trusted in this promised one who came
to be our ruler and redeemer? Have you committed

your heart and life to Him as vour Lord and Saviar?
If not, will vou do so right now, and come forward

confessing vour faith in him as we stand and sing?
amessiah
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1e AN FESTAT/ON :
THE-GOINGS FORTH OF THE MESSIAH == Micah 5:2
. 8% 33/
I.The Place from which He Ceme Forth - Bethleham )
A,Description. Cne of the oldest towng in Palestine,
élready in existence at the time of Jacob's return to

\ﬁhe country. Its earliest name was Ephrath or Ephra-

"4ah. * Five miles from J'lem on a hill covered with

“vines and olive trees, béautifully terraced for agri-

culture, ' $&15% .

B.Meaning of the names, ! .

1. Beth-lehem means "house of bread“ or "House of
flesh", Bread, wheat, barley, grain for braad.
“House: of fiesh, Incarnation.

2, Ephratgh ‘means” fruitful®, - '

G.Hlstorf.yHere Rachel hed died and was buried,

Here the story of Ruth and Boaz found its sbtting,

It is the city of* David, the 'scene of his early em=

ploits end the home of hlB kindred, Here he was °

" annointed by Samuel to be king of Israel (I Sam 16:13)

and from Bethleham Saul sent for' David’ to minister to

him with his harp (I.8am 16:19)s It wae one of the
strongholds built by Rehoboam. After the Ceptivity
A)a small band of Bethlehemitee réturned to their old
dwelling-place.
‘DsThe Grotto and Church of the Nativity, Ghurch erected

)@

by Emprews Helena about 330 A.D. is the oldest in the

world, held in common by the Romesn Catholic, Greek
Orthodox, and Armenian church. Below the church is
the Grotto of the Nativity, 53 feet long by 11 wide,
furnished with silver and crystal lamps hanging from
the ceiling. The visitor is shown a marble trough
belleved to be the manger where Bhrist was born.

E.Significance of its size and importance, So_;gg;g:
nificani_inﬂsigg:ggd population that it is not enumer-
sted among the cities of Judal in Joshua 15 or in
Nehemiah 11, Present population numbers only about

' 7,000. Little in worldly importance, but not, the
léast in spiritual importance, being the birthplace
of the Messiah. Mbses had divided the people into
)thoussand s, hundreds, fifties, and tens, with their
respective "rulers™ (Bx. 18:25; 1 Sam 10:19), )
Often God chooses the little things of the world ¥

to eclipse in glory the i o
i ;? éy J greatest things, ‘1925 4
womy [/ ”p{ ‘ 2@~ S ?"c'-;"'r; ; e ﬁ\ - ﬂ\ -9
it ;}m A :‘3/3,; QG“ )({;‘%;"‘
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II,.The Manner of His manifestation

A.The Incarnation. Means "into flesh", the assumption
g i¢%" of human nature bir God ‘in Jesus Ghriat. @laseical
ao- 2 - statement Jopn 1 4, "And the Word became flesh, -~d
tented among us'", Very .closely bound, up with A é

& Ty o ~an = alad ia 1
are the important veachings of the da'v';ﬂv 80h= /

4 ¥
ship of Christ, his sinlessness; his,lpre-eeistam.-
and virgin birth,

B.The Virgin Birth, This explains the method of the

iacarna%ien. Matt. 1:18, "Mary....was found with

_child of the Holy Ghost."Roms 1:3, "Of the seed of
~ Phwid according to_the flesh,”  Gale 4:4, "Made of

gawomen," There was something supernatural surround=
ing the birth of Christe Matt 1:18, ¥'On this wige" -
-indicates that this birth was different from those
recorded before it. Luke 1:35, "The Holy Ghost.
shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest

. shall overshadow thees therefore also that holy thing

which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son
of Gode" He was the "seed of. the woman," not of the

_man. . By a creative act God broke through the chain

of. human generation and brought into the world 8
supernatural being. All the manuscriots in all .
the ancient versions of the Scriptures contain the
record of ‘the v1rgin birth in Matthew and Luke,

All the traditions of the early church recognizes it.
Mention of it is made in the earliest of all the
creeda, the Apbstles' Creed. It is in perfect harmony
with all the other facts of that wonderful life of

" our Savior, It iould seem logical that such a won-

derful life ss that lived by Christ, having as it did

.such a wonderful finigh in the resurrection and ascer

sion, might, indeed should, have a wonderful and

~ _extraordinary entrance into ‘the world.

III.What is Revealed by this Manifestation of Messish?

A His Deity is Revealed. Jesus Chriet is God,
Paul speaks of "God manifest in the flesh."

John 1:1, "The Word was God". Heb, 1:8, "Th
throne, 0 God, is for ever,." In John 1:18 th‘

best manustripts read "the only begotten God."
in John 20:28 Christ accepts Thomas' confession
of faith, "My Lord and my God," Rom, 9:5, " God
blessed forever." (cont. next page)



» Titus 2:13, "The great. God and our Savior Jesus Christ'
I John ‘5720, "His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true
? %d. II Cor s 4:4,6 and Gol, 1:15-a8sert that Christ
3 the igguwihe invigible God
; E His Eternal Pre-~Exigtence is revealed, '
John 1:1 "In the beginning" can easily be compared
with Gen, 1:1, John 8: 58, "Before Abraham was, I an
John 17:5, "And now, O Father, glorify thou me with
" $hing own self with the glory which I hsd with thee
‘before the world waa." ve 24, "For thou lovedst me
before the foundatlon of the world." Jehn 3113,
. "He that came down from heaven, even the Son of man",

~ 6162, "What and if ye shall see the Son of man ,ascen
¢ up wg?" Ve 33, "For the bread of Go:
ithe ig He which cometh down from heaven, and . giwveth life
. unto the world." v, 38, "For 1 ceme down from heaven
“not to 'do mine own will,; but the will of ‘himthat
sent me." 16:28, "I came forth from the Father, and
_ am come into the worlds" Ool, 1: 17, "He is before
“ all things." I John 1:1=4, "That which was from the
{ beginningaeqthe, Word of llfe...waa man:.:f‘eated....'
i ) C Hesc by ma/o g e P
wzgg&gg_g__ggm s forth from the ‘daye of e‘berm.tv.
A.Micah 52, Shall come forth unto ‘me's sMhose go:mgs
forth have “been foom ‘6f ‘0ld, , from everlastings"
§S From the" daya of ‘eternity.  Tekiah 9:6 “careful
3 dlatinctlon unto ué'a ¢hild is-born (in 'time);
9. ‘unto us'a’gon 'is '(not born)but): glven (not in bime,
,%/ 51 but from eternitx)
35 BeGoing forth’ to create the world. Gols 1 10-18
¢  "For by Him were all things cregted....All ‘things
7% ° ‘were created by him, ‘end for him.s." John 133,10,
@ “E11 things were made by him# and without him was

_not any thing made that wae made....He wag in the
: ‘world ; 'and ‘the world was made by him, and the
; ‘world’ knew him not." Heb, 1:1<3, "God, who at 'sundry

" "tineg and in divers manners spake in time past unto
the fathers by the prophets, ‘hath in these last days

y spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed.

heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds"
CeGoingg forth to Jacob at Bethel.

DiGoing forth to Moses at the burning bugh,

E,Going forth to Joshua as capto. of the Lord's hosts,
, i (Josh. s3015)




V. The Purposs of His tomifg Forth at Bethlehem. pREAY

A.?o 'bé Ruler or-Governor, ‘Benesis 49:10 had eaid
S The edepire shall not depart from Judah, mor -
‘,Jf/ lawgiver from between hisg feet, until Shll@h com -
Christ ig this "Shiloh", Measiah; Ruler, and ¥,
« Lawgivers ' Igaiah 986, "And the ggx.e.rmgml.ﬂhall_ be
upon his -shoulder: and his name shall be called
: de‘d‘rfui'“'(f—‘.[sellor, the mlghty God, the Everlasting
-Father, The Prince of Peace,i==" Of thie inc&a_.ae of
his government and .peace .there | " no
Matthew 216, where this varae in ‘Micah is quo%eel

usés the word meaning "to feed", as a shepherd

feeds his flock,. as well ‘as ‘to rule my people,
it . Luke ‘records that the angels told ‘the Sheperds
ha.t the primary purpose of the coming of Christ,
", more ‘than to:be ruler, was to' be the: §a¥igrg(bk.2=11)

The name Jesus means Savior (Mt. 1321, "Thou. shalt

; eall his name Jeaus, for he shall gave hhe people
from their sins.- i g pa .

,Gonclusion:'rhe Blrth of Jeaus i BetH chem furnlshea :

marvelous example of the methodic accuracy of . ; (
inspired scripture, The promige of the Redeemer
was at first veguely general, (Gen. 3:15, "the seed
the woman" )3 then it grows clearer, defining the race ¥nd
nation from which thé Deliverer should come, that ig, the
seed ‘of Abrahsm, the . Jews (@en, 12:3); then the particula
%tri‘qe, Judah, (Gen. 49:10); then the, f‘amily, Ehat of Davit
(Ps. 893 19,20), .then the very town .of His birt.h, Bathlehex
NMoreover, ‘the 70 weeks of Daniell 8 prophecy had so clearl;
“defined the time of the coming forth of the messiah that
§ the minda of meny . :m the nation were raised into the
expectation ‘of h:.m. This ig why many thought perhaps
John the Baptist might be the Meseiah (Lk. 3:15)
~ Those who rejecded Christ were in a state of wilful blind-
ness and determined obstinacy. They knew but would not
‘believe on him or receive him. ' Will you. believe .on him

a.nd receive him who came .forth from the da s of eternijy
to take upon himself the form of a man tha He may,

‘suffer and die on the cross to be your. personal -
Savier??22? . . .24 .?3‘7 /
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