
JOB'S AUTUMN DAYS
Job 29:1-6

INTRODUCTI ON
One thing which can make bad ti es eem WQf.se is

to r.ememser.tRe §ood time~ of be past. We have all
all had such experiences. This, I think, was the case
with Job as we find it recorded in the 29th chapter.

Great writers of past centuries have written
in their own way about how it is that iR e~@~~
miS:Feptt;Hl tbe wor-st is t~Q-halLe been ha\JPY:ODe-e.
Dante, Chaucer, and Milton have all suggested that
there is no greater woe than in wretchedness to recall
times of happiness, and that fortune's sharpest
adversity is to have the happy days of old keep
running through the mind when all of them are gone. ~
One great poet calls this IISe>f.r.QWISCrewR sf Sor::r::ow-e
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The joy of God's presence (vs. 5a) is manifested
by the ~layful gathering of dab's ehileren (5b; lit.,
limyyounqster s"}, and by his luxurious living (vs. 6).

B.Job vividly remembered the IIgoQcl(;lIdclays' of his
pr0sperity, when God looked on him with favor (2-5a),
when he was secure in the companionship of his family
and the possession of his wealth (5b-6),
highly respected on every hand, even by the princes
and nobles of the land (7-11),
championed the cause of the afflicted (12-17),
and dreamed hopeful dreams of a serene and peaceful
life to the end (18-20).

Job's position carried with it not only the
enjoyment of privilege but the weight of civic and
social eSl3ensibility, reminding us that the Christian
with wealth also has geat responsibility. Much is
required from one to whom God has given generously.
He was the champion of the wronged and the helpless,
even at danger to himself (vs. 17).

C.EspeciallY significant is Job's tender concern for
his family's spiritual welfare.

j
D.Not Job alone, but WI§QQM i::t£@if,i put to tAe

5-l:I§r::emeest .
1.There was a complete reversal of the order in

which men's wisdom had come to trust.
2.The place of W·sdom tt-teratar ·0 ~ e Bible.

The book of Job is by far the best example
of wisdom literature in the Bible. _Other books which
are in this category of wisdom literature include
Proberbs, Ecclesiastes, some of the Psalms, and brief
passages in some other contexts. This lit. present?
t he-qual it.y of-ffi-i-!ldof the wise man, showing his skt lI ~
and ability to live well and successfully; such wis-
dom is supposed to be in itself apart from man, above
and beyond man, existing ideally with God. It was not
unique to Israel, but was part of a general pattern of
culture and lit. throughout the ancient Near East.
The writer of the book of Job denies the conventional
wisdom which taught that divine justice was like a
simple mathmatical formula.
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This contradicts the teaching of cectai Ehri,-
t ian m·ir:1isters;(nany on lJ:Vi) who teach the doctrine

hat if you give faithfully to their ministry and
accept their beliefs and live for God, that God will
bless and prosper you. But Jesus, Paul, Peter, and
others in the NT said if you are true to Christ, you
can expect to suffer persecution in a world which
hates your Savior, that many Christians will be poor
and needy, and that many wicked people will prosper in
this life, but they will have to face the judgment of
God, and THEN divine justice will be done.

The traditional wisdom of the wise men of the
ancient Near East and of the modern evangelicals tends
to foster af1'P8§janeeamong the Cl ~tllla~eand gai}:
among the t1B.:"Eer:::I:.tll'1at Christians in the world (of whom
there are many hundreds of millions).

The writer of Job had learned that man is mere
eGmpliea~ect tbfto he tr.aditiGnal wt~@men b@lie~e0.
Material prosperity, poverty, and suffering were re-
lated to many other factors besides simple religious
faith and right living.

The book of Job teaches, moreover, that the
nature of ffieEl eann(')'EDe reauee 'E SHeR a simf}le
defiRitie 0 de£G~if}~ieR ~s ~ne wi3e ieach@p

ssuffied. God might have many other reasons for
allowing the righteous to suffer than they could
poss~y unaerstand. The wisdom of men is not the
final explanation for everything. God has his own
reasons beyond our human reason, and perhaps, as J.B.
Phillips said, "our God is too small."
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II1.de IS l:J1timatum of Fa it-h I$'-

A.Hisjplea for a Mediator, ..~3:~-21a.n~ ?:-~)3-33;[,. (/11\r r€;. '~

B.The assurance of a Rede,emerLC'Goel"), 19:23-29.
( vf17a..iCtLJ. a r)

C.The "Next of Kin" whose business was to maintain
the rights of an innocent wronged relative and
vindicate him.

D.This points, of course, to Christ as our Redeemer
and med iator •

cJ.u~pte~
E.The II Btl:t:new" ofl'tlQ:1, 9, & 30 stands in marked

contrast to the happy memories of chapter 29.
1.The sufferings of the present time.

(See Paul 's statement in Rom. 8:18).
2.With our limited insight we Q£t@~misint@r-~r-et

e~eBxs that happen to us.
There is a GM i ese stOG;)! abmrt: an e 1d man whose he se
str:ayeQ eH ana was lest. His friends in the village
toiled up the hill to offer their condolences; but the
old farmer looked at them and smiled. II ew de :]'QIJ

ew i is' s ha lack?" he said.
Soon the lone horse came back and brought with him a
whole drove of wild horses. Whereupon the friends
toiled up once more, this time to offer their
congratulations. But the farmer asked them, "How do
you know this is good luck?"
In a week or two his son, who with so many horses
about had almost learned to ride, fell and broke his
leg. Again the pilgrimage, the condolences, and the
question, "How do you know this is bad luck?"
The next month war broke out, and his son was not
draf~~caase of-the injury. It is hard to say to
what lengths the story might have been extended! But
it does illustrate how out of much weakness sometimes
comes strength, and out of difficulties can come rich
benefits, and vice versa. The Christian faith, how-
ever, goes much beyond the oriental philosophy of bad
luck. We believe that if we are a child of God our
Heavenly Father directs our life by His loving and
gracious providence.
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V.Job's Response to the Lord
A.First he was silent, 40:1-5
B.Then he gave way to confession and repentance

1.He repented, not for any sin which might have
caused his suffering, but for the foolish things he
had said about his own goodness and God's justice.

2.He recognized God's omnipotence (42:2) and his
own rashness (42:3) .

C.Job's real problem had been alienation from God.
His solution was rec8Aciliation with God.
His peace came not from answers to questions but from
the realization that God was there and that he cared.
He learned that a man may suffer the loss of all
things and yet be sure of the love of God.
His intellectual questions had not been answered, but
now he could say with Paul: III rejoice in the Lord
greatly .... I have learned, in whatsoever state I am,
to be content. I know how to be abased and I know how
to abound; in any and all circumstances I have learned
the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and
want. I can do all things in him who strengthens mell

(Phi 1. 4: 10-13). He endured his IIAutumn Days" with a
triumphant faith. He suffered bitter physical,
mental, and spiritual anguish, without having the
faintest idea what the reasons were, without any real
consolation from his wise friends, indeed without any
explanation from God, but he came out of his trials
confessing that God's grace is sufficient and his will
is best. If Job could do this, we Christians who live
on this side of Calvary and the Empty Tomb, in the
clear light of the Gospel, should not find it too
difficult to walk in childlike trust with our dear
Savior wherever he leads.
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