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INTRODUCTION '- ..•.

Io~ THE BOOK OF TH9 ACTS OF ~HE APO$~LES IS
i1NFINI6nEl:D(ena~ ~r()r-fly) . ..

A.I~ i~ gtill going ·on.' ,
. B .·I-<t=i,S" an tHt-f-H!i:s-fle-e. f''f'agmel't't ,
C.We in the[ 20th"' ceht-urj ar e writing our

chapter'of'the thrill~ng story.
D.To write th~Whole histor:y. wasfunnecessary.
Enough was wri t-t.en," 'tot !e:ve'al t he i Sj~c:;r~ts
of power " /:. r., "

---.' •• ~ '#to br':Lng.:into the- J.igh~t .the ' pe'rpetual IW-riJ;.s
. . .threa:ten,ing the Chlllrch,'.:.r

to Lnd fc a.te a[;LrectioRs,/ 1:- ~. ~ ., . , •
and 'to pr-cvi.de all that .was nec e.saa ry for
the c'hur ch to: ful'ri'l its mdas i on unt-i L the
c'on.sumrdat,ion,of the age.j:;~
v ...:. - . l

II.PAUL'S ,F,IRST ACTly'ITY pN ARRIV~A"LIN ROME WAS
. ~T OF CALLI.NG TOGE-XHER HIS OWN 'PEOPLE.J V5,17><3

A.They had no'letters 'bLamf.ng;-hiITL '
~BLrhis firr-st meet ing 'cwas fol-lowed by a more

f ~rmal -UP\~Wf8~Q,ly\~
He talked from mornlngl.\°{p"tnem of '.two things.
1.Firf:?t· "testifying !the -Kf.ngdom of God. It
2.Secondly, he .12eI'suaEie.d-the.m, arguing with
rthem '!concerning '·Jesus," from ,their own
writings, from Moses, and the prophets.

~.The picture ends~~ithldivision ) Y:5'.2S'
1· - \
'" ' ....: -:a • ~ ...,

IIr.-THE LASTtTWO :VERgE's,·' ,
A.In his own hired dwelling,'.acpris'oner;
;; waitJing':the pleasure of the emperor. ,
B.ln order to do his Christian work in Rome

he hired. his own' dweLlLng, ,; "
1.He mU'setbe indepenu.erit, .or: th~C patronage
of Rome if he wo.uLd deliy.~r the Gospel

to ,Rome.- . r' " '.1;' . ,:' -i:

2. Ther€l- came :'an hour when a Roman 'emperor
espoused 't he -caus e of Chr-LetLani, ty,.
lWben he p~0vided the hou$e in which there
should be the Christian worship of God,
when he became a patron of the xtn church.
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"Bu t the word of- Go'd is not bound. i)
That'is the 'Lrisc r'Lp t'Lon o']fia' pillar in ther crypt

" of a church in Rome built over' the' place 'where
Paul is said "to have been imprisoned' .•,
The heroic ap~s tLe., ~ . r

bound wi th a chain and. awaitj.ng death,

I
is 'not disheartened, d1scouraged, nor d t spat rtng .I He has full con fd denc e in the spread of the gospel

I and in the conquest of Christ,
. telling Timothy at Ephesus to be true to Christ

and the gospe 1f

for which, he says, "I suffer ••• unto bonds;
l' ( but the Word of ~Od i~ not bound"

......- ..;}-- ~LLBUlm._2~9l_.-. --'--
'Once a Fr~nch philosopher and skeptic was teasing Thomas Carlyle about
his faith/in Jesus Christ, and the skeptic claimed he could begin a newreligion 11.0 replace Christianity. liVerygood, II repl ied Carlyle, )IAIl
you need do is to be crucified, rise again the third day, and get the
world to believe you are still alive. Then your new religion just
MIGHT have a chance. II,

3.That.,was the darkest and most disastrous
hour that ever came to that Church.

4.The lesson ~ere,ls plain: .
When the ~~pa!~y provides th~ house,
he lltO't dic tate t he message.

5.When the secUlar power governs the' -
affairs of the c hurch , i: r ~ ; f
"the church" will be uuae d as .a tool· of-'
the s ta te rather than as an instrument'

• , - -: , J - :- of' God. " '.
_--,.--.O'GoThere-Paul kept op en p.ouse,' '

,i'ec'eiying- all. that .c ame ~to"rh;Lm'r
D.Two words tell his &me.ih.,Qd.-.

I'.~ 'r1."pre,a'ching'i" .the prpcla:!natiof1~ of; the
her,ald " ... '0

2. "teaching!t, lit,.: "disc'iplu'ing "; - i
.. the things c cnc e rn i.ng 't.he c.Lo r-d Jesus xt.

An int ere s t i.ng addtizLon in some ' texts
tell~' us specij:lcally what h~ tal1ght,(
Some add: "saying" that th;Ls is Chris~t
(or "'this Jesus is the Chris t"), )

the S,on of_ Gqd, .through whom the who l e,
w.orld is 'ab out ,tc)"be 'judged -." . (
, This c Laus e 'gives'~he full doctring
of the per~ori of Jesus: to the Jews
he' is. the, qhrist, ;' '.' .. ' .-
to the Gent-iles The Son .of,Go.d,
and to "aLl.. men their Jill ge • ,

Eo'The last word 'here is, '-llnone forbidding
or "unhindered. It , e ;..

But Paul i~ in prisOn? - Unhindered!
But Nero is on the thron~?- Unhindered!
That is the last word, flaming in 'light

~ thrilling in power,' , :
telling" t he. se cr e t pf the, new force rli.gh,t at
the heart of the. world, .

at Lt s' s t r-a't eg i.c eerrt'e r ,
The ,strongest for,ee among thie 'nations t oday
is not the caprice of kings',
the decisions of parliarn~nts,
nor. the ;vot~ ;$ti the, e Le o to~ate,

0: but it, is the,(man of God Wlth the
cJecvl ;neSsage0t; [Lie G_oS~l.,

. ,

"I paused last eve beside the blacksmith's door_ __ ~ .r ,

And heard_the anvil r~ng, the ve~~er's c~ime
And Lo ok Lng ~,n I saw upon the floor' ~ " ~
Old hammer s , worn. wi th be.a ting ,ye ars . of time.

~Ho~ many anv+l~, have 'YOll ;.had?" ~C1~dI: .
"To wear and batter all tlhese )laIJimers so?"
( '!Jus t one; II he answe r ed ; r,~el) with

I ,. • ': ,twitlklin,g eye:
" The anv i L'we ar s the haminers~qui;! you know ;"
And.so, I thought, the ~nvilcof.Go.9-'s Word
For agEts ske Pri~ s' blows h~vE(' b?~t upon, '

But, though, th~ n~)lse or fal~lng blows was' he ard
The anvil is unchanged; the hammers _gOIte.

I . Mor~ than a'hj~dred yea~s ~~~-c,volt~ireci~clared
that there wouf1 n9t be a 90PY of the Bible on

I earth in a hund r ed" years.' " ' r
Vol taire is de ad , ~ r

and one can barely rechll the date of his death.
Today the Geneva Bible §ocieti is using t~e '
very' printing p:t-ess on whjch'nis infidel
prophecy was issued.

(Millions pf copies Of the, sacred £criptures,
in hundreds of~lahguage~ and versions,

are in'circul~~ion, like !eaves of the fOnEts,
for the healing of the na ti ons.



( , ~ -
ThwJVo:Ni.of God ca:r:LIl9tJl.e. bound or hin.d€iJ'ed by
the <?-EE_o si ~i on of its ene..m:!~s, ~ . ~
but 5t _can be hindered by ;..th~ unfaithfulness
of its prGfes~ing -fJLllowgrs ~ ~
by the perversiQYf, Qf: it~es~e,:utial message -:-
or by -the inconslstent lives of those who <

pretend to resp~ct.its authority;
Let us never4forget that :the~central Word'

of·this gospel t.s t ha t ~ .: . "~".; '~.~'~ .
of the mystery of the ITQss\ , • ~_
where1:)y·.th~ u ~ebel ,If1~;Y: be ~d? /+lgh again,
and the ~Qhaqs, may gi v e , pLac e to or de r ,
and all" the 'we an i.ne s s' and wound :fng'[and. woe
may,giv~;pl~Ge to r e e t and )1e'aling & happiness.
Where 'the ,Christiap witness is,true to this

Kingdom and to this interpretation, _
the result is a'lways -tnat t he wi~ness.

~ -is ·unhindered; -~
. in e pd t e of .empero~s'~. dic~ators, '." v '

r . r r pri aons, and ch~lns· •..•~ r
"The word of God is no\ bou~d."",, r '_ =, -=,
and whateve r may be the. masse d f orc ~ f.? - ~.. z: _

.ag af.ns t its t.e e tLmony, e, ,

t t is THEY whi.ch mus t. crumble an<1 r' ".-:'r' ,~ v- 'f j_ ,_pass and .per-i sh',
~~d~~R-ome and- Ne~~GL r- • L

and not this w or.d, of., the testimony.
~~ay. ~t 'be oursr.to be .t.rue to. }.~a.t te"st,iID"opy

In Li f e .and, spe.eohv; " . , :. --:\
t.o.theV glory 'of His name.

In proportion. aa, w.e,are. .ao ,.... _ r. .a, v . <,:
the one wor d forev~r~ de E3crij>'inr?'the Church
wrilil be- the word Wlth ,whct,~h~t_hlS,b-ook l~nds

, 'UNHINDERED! - 5
~ c . ~ ..., - :.' \.= '" ~

-, . r

' •• r y" "1 , -. r
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HOW TO KEEP THE GOSPEL UNHINDERED
I.Keep the Church Independent from the State

Religious liberty and separation of church and
state are key Baptist and American principles.

) II.Keep the Gr~pel Message Free from Human
Perversion (Galatians 1:6-9, 11).

A.We don't need another or a "different" gospel.
The one we have in the New Testament is quite

sufficient.
B.Even if a few copyists errors or translators'imperfect translations are discovered sometime, this

will not destroy my faith in the trustworthiness of
the Holy Scriptures. Even if the best Hebrew text
available today is obscure in places, this does not
shake my faith in the Bible as the Word of God, for
to me the essential point is whether the Bible is
God's truth in revealing to us the way of salvation
and His will for our faith and life as believers.

, III.Keep the Christian Community Free from Internal
.) Obstacles and Stumbling-blocks, I Cor 9:12, 19-27.

A.Job 9:12 and 11:10 ask the question, "Who can
hinder him?"

1.From the Book of Job we learn that ultimately
Satan can not hinder God's will. He may with God's
permission test God's people, but Satan can not
hinder the final working of God's will in the life
of the faithful believer or in the world at large.

2.Neither can the World hinder God's churCh,
unless we let the world into the church.

3.The Flesh can hinder God's working in the
Ct1ristlan only when the Christian voluntari ly
surrenders to the power and lust of the flesh.
Mentally sick and morally weak persons typically
try to avoid personal responsibility for the power
of the flesh over them, but I do not believe we can

, normally accept their excuses in these matters.
B.It is quite true then that Christians can indeed

hinder God's will and working in our own lives, in
our families, in our churches, and in the world
around us, when we are unfaithful to Him and disobe}
him in our lives and refuse to love and serve Him.
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THE GOSPEL UNHINDERED
Acts 28: 30-31, "And he (Paul) lived there (in Rome)
two whole years at his own expense, and welcomed all
who came to him, preaching the kingdom of God and
teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ quite openly and
unhindered." (RSV)

INTRODUCTION:

I call your attention today to the last three words of
this inspiring historical book of the New Testament:
"openly and unhindered."
At this time period of the Apostolic Age the Roman
Empire felt no need to restrict the missionary activity,
or preaching, or worship of the Christians. Paul en-
joyed, in fact, considerable freedom to continue his
ministry while he was awaiting trial because of the
Jewish charges against him. He was not actually in
prison; he was under more of a "house arrest" as we
would call it today. And during this time, for two
years, he was free to receive all visitors who wanted to
come to visit him, and he was free to teach and preach
and write as much as he wished.
Rome was not the enemy. The early church had en-
emies, but Rome was not yet the enemy of the church.
As far as Rome was concerned, Paul and the other
Christians were free to worship and proclaim their
gospel message openly and unhindered.

And in our day we observe that the church may
have various hindrances to its worship and ministry,
but the real enemy is not necessarily what we think it
is. The greatest enemies of the church and of the
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Lord's work are not on the outside, but on the
INSIDE.

"Backwater on the wheel... II

ICor. 9:12, " ...

I. There are many things which can NOT hinder the
Gospel.

~EENEXTPAGENOTE~
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II. There are some things that we can do to avoid hin-
drances, to the Gospel.

A. First, we can and must keep the Church sepa!]!1e
rom the State.

1. Baptists and many other Protestant Free
Churches have long believed that there can not be
genuine religious freedom, as we know it in the USA,
without separation of Church and State, as well as the
free exercise of religious faith and practice guaranteed
and protected by the government. That is to say, that
we do not expect the government to support any par-
ticular religion or church, or relig-ion in general, but
we do not allow the government to interfere with the
free and voluntary practice of religion according to the
faith and conscience of all of our people. To have this
system, we feel e must have separation of Church
and State, allowing no interference or meddling into
the affairs of religion by the government, and, at the
same time, no interference with or capture of the gov-
ernment by any religious church or body, whether
Christian, or Catholic, or Protestant, Baptist, Mor-
mon, Jewish, Muslim, or whatever.

2. or over 300 years Baptists and the majority of
other Christians and Jews in our country have sup-
ported this understanding and practice of the separa-
tion of Church and State. It has served all of us well.
And for over 130 years, beginning in 1845, Southern
Baptists voted consistently in resolutions at their annu-
al conventions for separation of Church and State.
No one ever suggested that this political and religious
position was a "myth" or the result of Communist or
atheistic conspiracy until after the fundamentalist
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takeover of the SBC beginning about 1979 and reach-
ing its climax in the late '80s. Immediately after the
fundamentalist takeover and exclusion of the Moder-
ates they successfully reversed the denomination's his-
toric stands on the separation of church and state.

3. One evidence of this new state of affairs is the
fact that the present SBC leadership has consistently
supported a :voucher system of making public tax
funds from general government revenues available for
the education of elementary and secondary students in
parochial schools, where they are taught the doctrines
and beliefs of particular religious churches. The ones
who will benefit primarily from any voucher system
like this are Roman Catholic schools, for the~ have by
ar the largest religious schools systems in the nation.

One Roman Catholic Cardinal (Bevilacqua) has pub-
licly said, "If we can get [a voucher plan] through in
one state then that's the foot in the door. That's what I
want ....Let it go through the courts to remove that no-
tion of separation of church and state. "

4. We should all rejoice that the voters in California
on the 2nd day of this month defeated one such decep-
tive voucher initiative at their polls, by a margin of
more than 2 to 1 (70% to 30%

), they rejected paro-
chaid, as voters have done again and again in state af-
ter state. But the parochaid seekers will never give
up; they will be back time after time and try to offer
the same old package of sorry goods in bright new
packages and try to justify them with other flimsy
reasons.

5. It is sad that some conservative evangelicals have
upported the cardinals and bishopsand other people
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like William Bennett. Among those mistaken conser-
vative evangelical leaders are James Dobson, Pat Rob-
ertson, Rev. Jerry Falwell, and others who agree with
them.

6. James Dobson launched his Focus on the Family
Center in Colorado in the late '70s, and he has offered
some good common sense advice for Christian families
especially on various aspects of child-rearing, but he
started leading his movement toward the Religious
Right in the '80s. Today his center prints and distrib-
utes almost as many videos and pamphlets critical of
the separation of church and state and promoting oth-
er Religious Right issues, as it prints and promotes
material solely for Christian family causes.

7. Many good Christians were misled to give gener-
ous contributions to the Old Time Gospel Hour, but
they didn't intend for their gifts to go into illegal politi-
cal action committees for conservative congressional
political candidates to tear down the wall of separation
between church and state. Earlier this year the IRS
fined Jerry Falwell $50,000 for doing just exactly this!

8. Too many of these folks would make the United
States into a Theocracy, rather than a Democracy, if
they could.
As James Dunn puts it, the problem with "theocrats"
is that each wants to be "Theo"!


