
CHRISTIfu~MISSIONS AND OTriER RELIGIONS
INTRODUCTION: Half a miII ion Americans came back
from Saudia Arabie , KLlwait.. and the Persian Gulf
region ebout a year ago with a new undel:"Standingof
the Muslim religion. These days we don't have to go
around the world to hear people of other vorld
reI igions speaking in foreign languages and trying
to practice their faith in a totally different style
of IHe. Wesee them at the super markets. the
shopping malls, and in our restaurants; our children
go to school with them; and we have them for
neighbors.

Manyin our churches wonder about our
traditional teaching about missions .. and are asking
questions about how we as Christians should relate
to these non-american, non-european. non-white. non--
christian folks who are all around us. We don't
have to go to the mission fields; the mission fields
have come to us. They may even visit our churches.
too, and we hope they do, and we want to we1come
them in the proper way. But we'11 never make them
feel comforta.ble with us, and we'll never moveany
of them toward faith in .Jesus Christ .. if we have
nonchristian prejudices and at ti tudes toward them.
\..lustwhat SHOUlD be our attitudes toward these new
neighbors, and hov should we treat them?

I. Fi ret , I suggest we :reinterpret our strong
mise ionary motivation as our normal obl igation as
witnesses for Christ.

A. Weneed not surrender any of our bi bl rcal
imperatives for missions.

1. S~ttJres such as the Great Commission.
Romans 10:14 & 15, Acts 14:27; 16:10; 18:6; 22:21;
Eph. 3:3, 6, and manyother verses still apply.

2. I am so confident in your familiarity with
these and other simi lar scriptures on missions, that
I don't fee 1 it necessarry even to read them again
here and now.

B. Weneed a new tmderstanding of what is really
meant by being a good witness for Christ.

1. Doctrine has never united Christians or
Bept ist.s . Wehave al 'flays insisted on freedom or
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diversity in the fellowship. and freedom of
interpretation of the scriptures.

2. But missions and evangelism have always
united Chrlstian:3 and especially Bapt iet.s , \~1-1enever
Baptists emphasized missions there was great uruty
and growth. Wheneverwe emphasized doctrine there
was usually division and stagnation. In the next
mil 1errium , if the Lord tarries his coming, we wi11
have to rethink our relationship to t.he whole
spectrum of other Chl:'istian bcdiee and other world
religions. If we don't do this we shall surely lose
the sharp edge of our witness and infl uence .

3. To .be a good witness for Christ we must be
involved in Proc Iemation. not Propecande .

Propaganda is preaching so that the person to
whom'vole preach must become the same .3.S the preacher.
In other words .. the preacher tries to make the other
person into the preecher+s mental i ty or image.

True evangelism. on the other hand, must :::::0
proclaim the Gocx:lNewsof Christ that the individual
in the freedom of Chr-iertcan becomewhat God would
have him become.

4. Noel Vase, past president of the BWA,said:
"Diversity IS one exprees ion of the key Baptist
doctrine of 'Liberty of conscience.' As to unity:
no one part of the membership has the spirit.ual
euthor-i ty to impose its views arbitrarily on the
whole-freedom to HOLD its views. YES; freedom to
EXPRESSthem, YE:3; but freedom to nliryoSE them, NO:
NOT WHILE BEARING THE NAME BAPTIST."

II. Weneed to recognize the good and the truth in
other re 1ig ions.

-- A. It. is not necessary or correct; to t.hink of
Christianity as the only good and true religion, and
all other world religions and faiths as bad and
false.

B. It. is helpful to ac1mitthat some bad things
have been done in the nameof r'e l igion, including
Christianity.

1. In the name of the Cnrist who bl eased the
peacemeker-s and called U:3 t.o love our enemies. some
·terrible wars have been fought.

2. In the name of the Savior who proclaimed
release to the captives and 1iberation of the
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oppressed, colonization has been justified and
pursued.

3. In the name of the Redeemerwhoblessed the
poor and preached 900(1 ne".,:')to them .. economic and
poli tical imperial ism has been extended.

4. In the name of Himwho tnves+ed his 1He to
free people from rei igious and dogmatic bondage of
the temple, sabbath, and the ceremonial Iaw. a
militant fundamentalism is being promoted.

III. WeChristians and Baptists need to face up to
our share of r'eapons.rhi1ity for world peace.

A. It is an obvious fact that there can be no
peace in the world unti 1 there is peace between the
great world re l igio118.
And there can be no peace in the great wor Id
religions until we agree to have genuine respect for
each other and open dialog with each other.
Most Bept ist;e and evangel ical Chris t iens are not
ready for this.
I--1oreover,there cannot be peace between the mainline
Christian churches and denominat ions unti 1 people
like Southern Baptists and other evangelicals begin
to recognize each other's freedom in Christ to be
different, to love and serve the Lord in their own
way, and to read, study, and interpret the Bible as
their enlightened conscience leads them.
Wehave a large portion of Southern Baptists
today whoare unwi11ing to grant this freedom to
those of our' own fellowship and to long-time
Baptists in other bodies of the European and Baptist

--'W~o=rldAll iance, MUCHLESS to other Christian
churches and denominations in the world today!
No wonder that they are not ready to accept the fact
of religious plural ism, ox' to dialog with
representatives of the other great world re1ig101'1::::'
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B. Our missionaries should go into all the wo:cld-
-not to preach re 1igi ous dogma.or even
Crrristiani ty , and certainly not to export our own
doctrinal cont.rover'eies .

-.']\fter~-l , ReOO"ei- -lliese-tmngs--are--areolute .
. ,Qnl~GE)Dis ABS0LUTE.

~ef-G~1:"ea·t .contemporary European-t.heologians 3
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4=±B:8 Wl:.i:t.t.~i "7tia cal y -abscitttte--in wor Id tlistc1!j/is
.t,he Absolute itself. II (KW1g. Theol. for the Thinl

Mil., p. 251).

Manygreat Christian leaders and Bible scholars have
rightly said that "Christians don I t BELIEVEin
C"rlRISTIAl'lfI1Y;we BELIEVE(or put our faith) in the
one Gcx:lwho sent His Son .Jesus . as his enno inted
messenger to be our savior, redeemer, master. and
teacher, who is for us Christians the way, the
truth, and the life. He, and HE ALONE,is the only
ABSOLUTE.. INERRANT',infall ible, and decisive rule of
our faith and life. He is HIMSELFthe message of
missions .. and ChdstolO']y-the doctrine of the
person and work of Christ---is the fundemente.l
doctrine of the church.

C. Our missionaries should go out into the world
to preach the gospel of ,Jesus Christ, not our
distinctive underst.and.inq of that gospel or our own
under-st.end.inqof the Bible or of Christianity.

1. For some it is hard to make this
distinction between ,Jesus Christ HIMSELFas the
ground and content of our faith, and, on the other
hand, our UNDERbl'ANDINGof him and.our UNDERSTANDING
of the gospel and the scriptures. But this
distinction is critically important .

....::Lous.e_~,~Jes\JSO:iri-st Himee If is the ABSOLUIE;
--Gtl:P-BNBERSfANDING of. .hsm as NG'f-ABSebUfE.

Christians need to distinguish between their
confession to Jesus Christ as the truth, and a claim
that Christianity is 'the only true religion.
TIle TRUTH,the whole TRUTH,THEESSENTIALTRUTH..
cannot be captured by any religion, including the
Christian religion, and certainly not by any single
denomination or church.
Whenwe claim that the Chri st.ien religion is the
only true religion, that it alone has the whole
truth, we deeply offend people of other religions.
and we have no further basis for dialog with them,
as far as they are concerned. Howwould you feel if
someone else told you that about YOURr'e l igious
faith? As a correction to this sort of religious
superiority and haughty presumption, we should
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1.3: 12._
we see in ci mirror dimly .. but then face to face.
NowI know in part; then I shall under-st.end fully,

even as I have been fully understood." To hear the
way some Chr iat i.ens and missionaries try to witness.
one would think they suppose they see in the mirror
qurt.e clearly, and that they pretend to understand
fully and perfectly even now.

2. There can never be peace in the religious
wor ld. or on the international scene, as long as
religious OO1iev<91'skeep up such a pretense.

IV. Weneed to examine what the Bible really
t.eaches about the other re 1igions.

A. The biblical message does not limit GJd's
act.ivity to the historical revelation in the .Judeo-
Christian tradition. Let me help you to understand
this.

B. In the O. T. Goddoes not
covenant with ISRAEL,but also
of the world (Gen. 8-9).
Gcd uses heathen kings and nations to carry out his
providential will and judgment, even ag'ainst his own
elect (Isa. 10:5f; 44:28; 45:1; .Jer 27:6--15,: and
many other passages) .

C. TIle Book of Ruth is a corrective against
Israel's claim to exclusiveness with r-egard to
marriage and participation in the covenant, and the
book of Jonah provides an understanding of Godwhich
includes the gentile Ninevites in his love, and at
the same time it is critical of Jonah, the Israelite
man of God.

D. In Mal. 1: lit " we read " ... from trie rising
_~oc...:f=-the Slill_.Jo its setting my name is great amongthe

nations, and in every place incense is offer-ed to my
name, and a pure offering; for my name is great
among the nations, says the Lord of hosts. But you
(Israelites) profane it."

E .. Jesus praises the faith of a pagan gentile:
"not even in Israel have I found such faith."
(Matt. 8 : 10 = Luke 7: 9) .

F. The Apostle Paul recO<;Jnizesthat knowledge
of God is mnererrt to human nature (Rom.2:14--16),
and that it could have been kept al ive "ever since
the creation" (Rom.1:19f.) through divine
revelation, for "Godhas shown it to them."
One cannot eericus Iy study this passage without

only make a
with ALLthe people
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oonc lud'inq that Pa.ul :5.CL.~it8 the poae ib'i Lity elf

rei igious knowledgeBEFORE and OUTSIDEthe
h istor ice l r'eve let.ion in .Judeiem and Christianity.

(3. Tamedoes not permit further t l luatrat.ion.
but there are manyother passages in the N.T. that
Gould be cited to showthat all re l igions carry the
promise and possibility of truth and value.
For sure, t.hey can be corrupted and deformed.and
become instn.unents of superstition, suffering, and
oppression, but so can Ch.ristianity.

\J. SomeBasic Principles of Christian Relations with
People of Other Religions (or of no re l igion) .
A. While we obey the Christian cel l to missions

in the Bible, especially in the Great Conunission
(Natt. 28: 18-,20; John 20: 21; Luke 24:47f: Acts 1:8)
we must r-eccqrrize , first, that ,':1.11 person...c; have the
right to tell their story of faith and to hear the
story of others, and second, that genuine religious
faith cannot be coerced or manipulated by any kind
of pressure or technique: it must;be a free and
voluntary choice. Wemust always respect everyone's
dignity and inherent right to freely follow the
voice of conscience. rle must always meet peop1e of
other" r,?:1igions ",li th such respect and openness.
We as Christians have t.he right, even the duty, in
obedience to Christ's command,to witness and to
tell the gocd news; and let those whowill listen,
let them willingly listen (and, we bust somewill
GLADLYlisten) as the gospel of C11y-istis presented
in love and compassion by a genuine Christian
believer, whohas a personal testimony to share. and
1et those whowi11 makethe ir free and personal
c:tBcision to follow Jesus Christ as t:.heirway, and
truth, and life.

B. This is thewayht-.'YONEbecomes a Christian.
whether American.. European. Arab.. Jew, Asian, or
be 1.iever of any re 1igiol1 or of no re 1igion whatever.
It is a personal, inte11 igel1t decision, not en
accident of birth.

C. Sultan Saladin said in Lessing's famous
"dramatic poem"Nathan the Wise.. tI?J.. man1ike you
does not remain standing where the accident of birth
has flung him: or if he remains, he remains because
of discernment, reasons, tt.3 choice of what is
l::.'I8tter"(act 3, scene 5). Andhe was right. t\



An mte l Hqent person does not simply accept
whatever faith he happened to be lXlYTI in. He thinks
about it.' and asks vhether it is reasonaol e.. ~rood.
and true, and either embraces it and makes it hts
own. 01:' throws t t aside or ignores it.
That t l lust.ret.es one reason we do not baptize babies
and make them member'Sof Baptist churches. Peop1e
have to g:cowup at least to older chi ldhood or
adolescence or adulthood, when he or she can make a
personal and intelligent and voluntary choice to
accept and follow Jesus Christ .. 1.mderstanding
clearly what repentance and faith end discipleship
mean.

CONCLUSION:This then is the challenge to each one
of you today. If you are a committed Christian,
t.henwitness in this spirit to those of your
acquaintances as Godgives you opportunity, and as
his Spirit prompts you.
If you are not a professing' Chr"istian, we gently and
respectfully recommendto you Jesus Christ as your
Savior and Lord. Werespect your faith. or lack of
it, up to this point in your life; but perhaps you
are at a turning point right now.
You feel that something is missing in your life.
that you have lost t.he sen.se of meaning and purpose
in life.
Perhaps you are ready to put YOUl' personal fait.h .in
.Jesus Christ and trust him to forgive you of your
s ins and come into your 1He and be your Guide and
Teacher and .. indeed, Lord of a l l ,
Will you do it now as we sing? Comeforward
publicly and make your profession of faith as we
stand and sing.
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