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Isa, 54:2,5, 'Ehlnrge the place of thy tont. and
let them stretch forth the curtains of thine habitations
spare not, lengthen thy cords,
and strengthen thy stakes."
INTRODUCTIONs On May 31st, 1792, Williem Carey
* preached’ his' famous sermon from this text at a meet~
ing of the Minieters' Association at Nottinghesm, Eng.
In this message he put forth the two propositions:
Expect great things from God, and
Attempt great things for Gode
This sermon resulted in the formation of the Baptist
Missionary Society. Most everyone dates this as the
birthday of "the new world-wide era of modern missions,
ag other missionary pioneers followed Oarey, and other
denominations followed the Baptist Missionary Society.

" Up until this time, however, Carey's ministerial
‘brethren had no sympathy with his ideas about our
Christian obligation to use the means of missions for
the conversion of the heathen., William Carey has taught
us to have faith, to think high, aim high, set challeng-

ing goals, and make big plans, and attempt great
) things for God, rather than just coast along and
drift along with the "status quo.’

I.Notice the People Involved in the Text
1,The languishing spiritual state of Ierael

‘before the Christien pewiod.

A.Spiritual religion under the 0.T, was largely
confined within the narrow bounds of the Jewhsh
nation, which sometimes sseamed to be deserted of
God her husband, 25¢: affes BLEC,

B.The barren end desolate woman of v,1 is the ideal
Zion, with more spiritual chndren than she former-
1y had before her separation from Yehovah.

CeShe is now exhorted dm refoice, and to sing aloud,
in her new condition, as other nations and people
are converted end added to the family of God as

| adopted children. ;

"DeThe figure of speech is that of a tent having to
be enlarged to accomodate the larger family of
added children.
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2,The Coming of the §ervant of Jehovah

At is significant that the portion follows
immediately upon the Servent passages end e8p.
Isas 53 when the Servant of Jehovah suffers
viocariously for the sins of the people,

B.He, then, is *.he direct cause of the singing
and rejoicing end blessing of che 54,

OoIn 42:1=4, God had said, "Behold My Servant, in
‘whom my soul delighteths he shall bring forth
judgment to the Gcntilea; and the isles shall
wait for his law,"

3¢ The npiritual recovery of the Ideal Zion after

‘the preaching of the gospel of Christe

A.Multitudes were converted from 1doln %0 the
liv:l.ng Gode

BsThere were more of God's people .found m tho Gen=
tile Church than were ever ir the Jewish church.

CoThe bounds of the church were extended mmch further
than ever before.

D.1t was the business of the apostles to make discie
ples of all nations, to stretch forth the curtains
of the church's habitation, to preach the
gospel where Christ had not yet been nemed, .-
to leaven with the gospel those towns & countries
that had been strangers %o it, and to langf.hcn the
cords of this tabernacle, that more might be
enclosed, which would make it Hecessary to etremng-
then the stakes proportionably, that they might
bear the weight of the enlarged curtains,

Eo It was @ proof of divine power gaing along with
the gaapol that in all places it "grew amd prevaile
mightily" o "It broke forth, as the breaiting forth
of waters--on the right hand and on the lefte
The gospel spread itself into all parts of the wozli
The spiritual seed of the true Israel of God did
inherit the Gentiles, and these destitute of the
knowledge of God came to know the. sa.ving name of
the Lord Jesus Christ. ; (



"I1,The Principles St ated
l.Enlarging the area of occupation,
"Enlarge the place of thy tent®

2:Bx iy} the program of service, Ael
"Let theim stretch forth the curtains of thine habifhe

) {tent hanﬁings)
3« Inteneifying the effort, "Spare not

4y Exte né}“@g% the outreach, "Lengthen thy cords®

Se8trengthening the home base at the same time,
“Strengthen thy stakes." (tent pegs)

III,The Progress that Follows, ve 3.
l.Increase in every diréection.
"Thou shalt break forth on the right hand and on the
. left® (see Gm.28314)

2. 8eouring the future praspocts of our faith
\ in every nation.
A."Thy soed ehall inherit the Gentiles®
B,This certainly followed the missionary expansion
of Xty after Carey's time,
CoMissionary advance is imperative in our time,

3.Present losses regained,
"The desolate cities shall be inhabited®
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