
PAUL SAYS IIAUF VlIEnERSEHENII TO THE ELDERS.
OF THE CHURCH AT EPHESUS'

(ACTS 20: 17-38)

INTRODUCTION:
) This WqS a special c aIled meeting of these
offic ials aM--~rg.- of the church.

Probably 'some of the other memb e r s of the o hur c r
carne aLong with their elders.
"This was Paul's La s tz time to see their face.
This was the lase megsage ,Paul preached before
he was arrested and imprisone d in J' lem and
taken t Q Rome.

I. IN THE FIR sr DIVIS ION PAUL N~AKES HIS DEFENSE
OR GIVES HIS ~VnmIC'ATIOlJ ,OF HIlV1SEL:B~.A.,.llD. E.J./~,
HIS rJIINISTRY. vs. 18-27; I-bs fe.",-l- rn~l\~r 11' (~l..

A.To the world --
He h~s paid his debt to Jew and Greek

B.Ris minis~ry or s~rvic.e had th!ee marks 1.
LvHumb Lenu ndedneas 1-16 fr~$(!.ttf /oc./IM.y. to~
2. Te ars fll'r\fIT~frI.utt:'t .2..2-4.(

)3.Trials or ,temptations
C.He bad not shrunk from declaring the whole
"counsel of God. '

" "He did not, hide ,.or keep back any part of
. . the go~pel •

. HIs emphasis was on repentance and faith,
11""1 ~J-~ dif/, r~ S-;v~ ~~&I2 Jt~~ il'.
II.HIS CHARGE TO THEELDER~ OF THE CHURCH, 28-31

A.Here we have the. ~horte st p"astoral maguf3.1~rLL
if the NT.CT1-.R- e>nT'1 J4.1Ai(;\t 'S~&d.....rr-Itds .~"

Bv Ln- v s 27 we have the central fact concerning
the church of God: liThe Church Of"gO.~~J~~.~'(c~
He purchased with His own blood II ,- ,f- ~riL(-J.,
1. The c-hur-ch is the "e cc Le s Lav , t].

God's "called out " company of people.
2.The church is' "purchased", ransomed,

acquired', obtained.
'This doe s not imply payipg a price to'
anyone or buying rr om someone. '

L;~e.." .(~ -Jtl.cLd~J .~~ ~ ~ i=» ~
rtfE.Ut<t'$ ( ~ .1"1) r-r~~( ":/""B;.5J..~"~,"~~-SE.if'l C 11'0,.1.&)
P~~.5 (i..~Q.. ovtf'5.':-<'?.1'3 (J.,£ we.t) tM skfkrds,



3.N:otice the mystery & significance in the
expression HHis own blood", or

"bLood that was his own!",, I

The blood that was shed must be more than
human; it must be divi~e;
when Paul says "his own blood»,
the 'antecedent o£lIhis own"is"God."
The church 'was purchased wi th God',s

own blood.' --,..-
Btit we know it was the b~iliod 6f Jesus Chiist
that was shed on the Cross.
This was the blood 'that' purchased our

redemption.
We cannot mistake the fact that Paul here is
equating Christ with God.
Christ, whose blood was shed, is God.

The underlying doctrine here is the
doc trine of the -atonement.

The real soluti on is to be found in the
doctrine of the Trinity. ' .

This verse reminds us of Rom: 9:5, written
just about this same time in Paul's 11fe,,(
where he speaks of Christ as being r· • f

Q .11 IIove;r all;, pOD b Le.e eed forever". .
1/Wf,! ()~/f\t>t.I? ~ure- ~~ V..$. .2.,S-~ r

4. He charge s the elders to take h~ed 0:i ~D~ 1
imminent. peril of false teaching ,CSU(),.dJ t.. 7/ttJ"e.sy..
coming both from :Ni thout and withJm29-31).

i C~~I'-~'\'
III.IN HIS FARE\tVELLA~vs 32-38). HE GIVES 'rEE

ALL SUEEICIENT PROVIBION FOR THE LIFE OF
0J/if}MfUl~'-h-'tJ", THE CHURCH.

A. ttI commend you to God,
and to the word of his grac e."

B.These are your resources:
God, and the word of his grace.
These are always the resources of the,

Christian Church.
C.This word is able to build up the church.
. ' . '.. "rii7y;-'~-MS (J

", '1( ~ \ ,prh ~te rife. fD-t.t.(~ Itt.!;'i- >~ecli-- e. r-Ison,
~oo4-g~~,-&-b-i,.J{..i-~~m-174e~~,oi' ..•....a",...s:R-'~a}t-t

~hr"±'B't •
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John Milton in his great poem Lycidas tells of
Jesus as "The Pilot of the Galidlean lake" speaking
sternly of false shepherds who HCreep and intrude
and climb into the fold ..•[merely[ for their bellies'
sake ...II and care not for the sheep ,"
In one of the greatest metaphors of the English
language, he paradoxically calls them "Blind mouths!"
Literally, this is am impo~sible contradiction in
terms. Instead of Q~ERSEEING the flock, they do not
see at all; and instead of feeding the hungry mouths
of the sheep, all they are interested in is feeding
their own mouthst tbey ~~mw hothing of the true art of
shepherding or pastoring souls.
And the worst tragedy is that
liThehungry sheep look uP. and are not fed."
Besides this, grim wolves come in from the outside
and devour the sheep and smite them with their violence
and ruthless power.

(See lines 108-131)

The great perijs of the church have always been
first, those within,
then, those without.

John Ruskin's comment on this passage is that
a Bishop is a person who sees,
and a pastor is a person who feeds.
The worst character a bishop can have is therefore to be

blind.
And the worst character a pastor can have is,
instead of feeding, to want to BE FED,--

to be a Mouth.


