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WHY SEND FOR A PASTOR?
ACTS 10:29: IIIask then why you sent for me?1I(Peter to Cornelius) Re-a.tL (J.$.pl-S,,/?-.2.1,.27-.<1.

INTRODUCTION

to do.
of
and

1eve 1

and a



/"

N~t!~ that in vs. 9-16 ~'2'teya.wasJ]r;a¥i~
(incidentally, not a bad prdctice for a prospective
minister!), and he fell into a supernaturally-induced
trance and saw a special revelation .from God which
convinced him that his narrow-minded Jewish scrupples
were not justified, and that he should fellowship with
Gentiles in order to preach to them and win them to
Christ. This was an unbelievably difficult decision
on Peter's part, but he was teachable and pliable in
God's hands, and was prepared to go when the call
came. God said, "Three men are right now looking for
you. Rise up and go with them without hesitation, forI have sent them," (vs. 20).

The reference to the p:iV:Q~~a"~w~e""r~-""5:elJd"is repeated
in vs. 22 where we read that the 3 men tell Peter thatGecr:lel:iJl.Jswas El±:~e:t€fQ 8¥ a holy ClElfl,ed to~N0- for
®:te:- to come to his house.

j

III.Peter's searching question is first proposed to
the {;;Gmmitte e>.t ttl @~ as they approach him: he said,
I am the one you are looking for; what is the reasonfor your coming?"

Then again, in 3. L9, when he meets Cornelius
himself, he says, "I ask: the by. ~Otl sent for: me?"

A.This text readily lends itself to consideration by
a congregation or pastor just about to enter a
shepherd/flock relationship under God.

1.The (i6E1~J"r::egat:j;QJi\, must be absolutely clear as to
why it is calling this particular man for this
particular ministry at this particular time.

2.The pr.G:sp@G;tiv@ p-cl.3::t:~ror new p:ast;e must be
sure he clearly and correctly perceives the church's
intention in calling him as their pastor. .

3.The prospective pastor or new pastor must be
conv inced that the ea:i: is=f Q GGEI, I'lQt~erely from
other uman be:ir:Jg5-,and that his responsibilities for
his message and his life and ministry come from God
and not from people. He gets his marching orders from
t:se be ~. the t-£lIIlma:r:rcie:r.to e:hi~f, for H is ultimately
HI. J'l who has sen him and c:all~Q him.
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IV.We can learn wh~ they called for. ~et@r- as we note
some things about iBb r,::@mar::kElbleon~r::e§atiolil.

A.They were exp~~ctant, vs. 24, "Corne lius was
expecting them and had called together his kinsmen and
close f riends ." This is not a bad way to begin a new
mission church, is it?

B .They were Re~p€!Gtt:1. vs. 25.
Cornelius, because of his pagan background, was a

little ~ -respectful here, but he mea~ well.
The Man of God used to command great respect in the
community. I know things have changed, but the real
man of God should be respected for his position and
his calling, and the church and the community lose
something very important when they lose this proper
respect for the man of God, and thus for the God who
has called him and uses him in the work of the church.

C. They were a11 !J~ese,J:'1, vs. 33.
I 1ike that! IINowtherefore, we are all here,

present in the sight of God.1I
No preacher can do much with a church unless they

are all p'r-e:s-ef'f~. It is hard to get excited trying to
preach to a bunch of disembodied spirits! Yet, lots
of church members say, "Preacher , I wont be there in
body Sunday, but 1111 be there in spir it !"

D.They were all cepe to the message.
Cornelius continued, saying, IIWe are all

present. . Q R:@ar::a 1 t:1a:t 00 ReV been eemmar:ld@"Q8
Gl}.11 See also 11:14, Cornelius related how the angel
had originally told him that the angel said to him
that if he would send for Peter, he would come and
declare to them a message by which they would be
saved.

They were (ir;e:jJar::edGGmgY::ega;t;ior:l,jJef:l". to the
gospel message to be preached to them by a divinely
called and prepared man of God.

Every preacher longs for opportunities like this.
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V.Now we can look at this unique event in the larger
.purpose of God in SENDING these men for Peter;

it was to open the door of Christian fellowship to the
Gentiles and change forever the composition of the
chosen people of God. See 10:43-48 and 11:1-18.
This is too big a subject to go into now in any
detail, but just let it be said that this was a
crucial turning-point for the early church.
It shows us that ~J crisis can prove a cr-gGia~
;t;1;l:f-RFH9-pei1fft for any church if they wi 11 le:t Bgg Ril.VJe
~hs w~ WILL YOU DO THAT RIGHT NOW?


