
WHY liE SAY n'rRI,NITY"
2 Cor 13:14, "The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and the .Love.of ,God,' r 'S"n 'r,t,

fe.//(Jws hi PI' Iand the cbmmunion of the Holy,'Ghost,
:. ' \: " be wi t.h. you all jll ' ,

) IN':lffiODUCtION:~;" I ,', ' ."'." '" ::, ,J:. (
.; . J "3J..:.The 'fritli ty is the very \'center' 'of ('OUt' faj:th.

Karl Barth said lithe Tri;ni~.Y ,is"a description
of God! s three 't.J'ays of being God"

It, '(efers tOr' Ute·, coe~ i sr.ence of the p·ather, .the
StOp."ifnd .t~e,,~'qlY '$p,i[;i;t; i;rl'the un.itY;,()fl ..tti~-GQdhe,ad.

I ,WE,SA1(~~TdiNiT.yn Bli:Ci\USE. T~is fS"~THE) sssr ~6~w'wk. '
•.~,,'j !••; 'f I "1 f rl +'- } t. , ' • 7" ~ I .' ' ~ '\ f \ ,.+ 'i" I

'ttl\. VB" FOUND' TO' DESCRIBE,WBA'J: ~HE" SCRIPtUf.ZEIST~C:t{ ,
ABOUT GOD. • {-' " ", ),' -, "

!.') 'i .1,.' t _: ,'1.1'1, ,,/.1 .' ((/'., ",;>'. j'

,. -, t":J.r f. .r. r .,;... '::. ":,.- .:.. .~. '" i r) • r l

:A.~n..,~p.e.No:1•.:,i t~f>j: pqv.ious: :t;.p,~;tjthe,.,g~ther: is,.,
. re.'.I~og,91:~e~,.~S .Gqcf);J,'~'lg'J~l1 ~,b2;?;t-e~j~zeJ;!-\&~lf~<t!£1,,''/»

, ,. I, ,(10..5 "1'1'" ""iil'_ 7_:;/''''-
';JU',}W '"f'i,"r 'Il'-, f,; .. ( J '. J:'1 .C, ',- ! ('l~.~·:-' J'l~ Q'1JL-~~1"

B. Jesus,,)~~i9~";i~ r~c,9g:l'l:i.Z~q.,a,9:-tG~ j.,
In 1:1 "the.,W9rd, wa~ ..'G:od~h· ~'; l:'.; ", i.;"rJ'i;J, '~"

j~,J1'il,lj!;~8;'~~he QJ~~V·bE!.g9i;.~~J:q,9od:l: .V/; ,.-.:jr

rJl';l.gO;;28,.; !lII1YiJ~q:r.~I&nlY~.GodY~;';~(, (-",,r . .);i : 'j • ':.' I
'he I,,-e..a<e-~ne.fi". I" -I""

!.fJ)"'-J(J-;"J J <.~' _, '_:~~~)r>_,;~ '~~r~., t 'd,.,.(!"'J.r:~~~ )r';'

C;Th~H,oly; Sp'i~,i t,As r;~cog:r.i-~;ed,~s G~¥ ',:,;, "
'He is spoken of as God, ,; ",u. , ,_~ ';'; " 'J ('I ,

The,,~ttrip::b1te.s: o,f, ,G09f';t:t:!3,(,as,qri.9f3d,,:tQq,irrr" '.
suep..'~s,'1J,q,~~.;;(:>tru~h, lov;e,.,fl;qlipe,ss." etern;Lty;,;. "
o!Jln,~'P!re,se,l(lce(,;i·otnn:i,s~rie~9~,-.Qmnipot~nceri~ (~", '

He dC!)~s.th;$lr!V:1)orksj ofST,od ,: ~Illpd)" aa., cre~t.~(m;t ~ 1 ('

regener~~iRP,' ·r~~~r~~c~iol1,!;R;r+; .s;Of'l!-I~r:,r-:r'lf!;on:... ~ ,1.. 'J

.".I~~" ::'f,~,ceij{~.l3;(l;t;qpo;rd1}6 on1Yt:ltp.rqqd ", ( ::' :)r/ '
~/E?11~.$'5ftsS5)c;j.;.a~efi'~ith ,9gd ·Ql1ia, ba s'i.s of eg-qa:-l,?-.j;yj

bgth i;1},/ShJe~qI'irn~~a'Jo\f,bap,t-iqm a"ng 'inrtpj3 " .L:
apost.o.Lac benediction. ..1' '[ , . ,1

D.These are described as three distinct persons,
( yet they are one in essence.

) The 3 persons of the Godhead have the same nature.~
Q&eQRC9. The undivided essence of the Godhead be-
longs equally to each of the persons; '"

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, each possesses all the sub-
~tance. and.£ll the attributes •. of Deity. -- --:""



,
----HOne-man-used to sum up bis Christian

faith in thes~ words:
"There is a Father in heaven !who loves us,
a Brother-Savior who died for us,
a Spirit who helps us in all our needs, .
and Fa home where we shall all meet at last."

J4- ••••••••••••

It is said that on one ofthe Canadian
rivers, which flows through a great chasm,
which stand confronting one another two
mighty crags, whose pinnacles towe'r hundreds'
of feet into the heavens "and whose roots lay hold uppn
the foundations of the earth.
They have' been named "Trihi ty" .and: ",Eternity."

So in Ohrrisi:ianrevel'ation, confronting
one another and inseparable from any true
thought of'God, there stand these two
doctrines of the Christian God-- 'his_~j;ernity, the succesionless and time~\ (
less existence of the everlasting I am,
and his "trinity, his threefold expression
of himself as God the Father, God the SOft,and God the Holy Ghost. '
Both of these neas baffle human compre- '
henslzon. When we'try,to grasp either one
of them, the'wor~iof'JoQ come to our lfps:
"Canst 'thou by searching find out God?
canst thou find out the Almighty!unto
perfection?" (11 s 7) • The question answers
itself. When we try to beho,fudthe triune
God, we feel like a man who gazes upon themidday sun. ''

(



II.~vE SAY ItrRINI'rY" BECAUSE WE CAN'T SAY ALL WE OUGHT
TO S"Y A'-B-OUT GO-D'UNTY::::« r.l'~' '1"hLK (')1<'aTl'ff "c: A '1"PIMTl'VJi. _J..:.iVfJ n~ .a...n. 1. V.I.' J.J...LLJ,~"'" ~ .1..1.'- .•.• ...L...&.4. •

A.To speak only of God as Father and Creator,
and to say nothing of God as we see him in Jesus
Christ our Lord and Savior, _or as we know him in
+he Holy Spirit, wou.Ld be to fail completely to
) describe God,

1.It is essential to any rea~ tevelation.
If there be no Trinity, Christ is not God,

an~ cannot perfectly know or reveal God.
Then Christiani ty Ls no longer the, one, all-inclusive,

and final rei'elation, but only ~ of ~
conflicting and competing syste~s. each of which
has its portion of truth,

but also its portion of error.
So too with the Holy Spirit.
"As God can be ~ilid only through God,

so also can he be appr9~r~~~i only through God.
If the Holy Spirit be not God, then the love

and self-co~munication,of God to the human soul
are not a reality. It

) It other words, without the doctrine of the
trinity we go back to mere natural religion
and the far-off God of_deism and ultimately

to, Pantheism..-

Z.It is essential to any real redemption.
If God is absolutely and simply ~t there can

be no mediation or atonement, since between
God and the most exal~d creature the gulf is
infinite.

Ch~st cannot bring us nearer to God ~an he is
himself.

,Only one who IS God can .rec.0tl..cile,.us to God.
So, too, only one who IS God can PURIFY our souls
A God who is only and absolutely Unity,

but in whom there is no plurality or trinity,
may bw our Judge, but, so far as He can see t

) ca~ be our Savior or our ~r.



Never minimize the importance of doctrine in Xty ..
Prof. J. Gresham Machen says, "Christianity is not only
a life, but also a doctrine, and .
logically t.ne-doctr ine comes first."

The doctrine of the Trinity is not so much
contrary to reason as it is ABOVE reaS0n. r-
Nothing can be contrary to reason except what lies
within its boundary.
The mysterious doctrine of the Trinity is far ABOVE
the boundary of humaA reason. .
We can know clearly only as much of God as he reveals .

•He has not chosen to reveal everyt~ing about His full
nature to us at this time, probably because we are not
able:or not prepared to understand it anyway.
We are in many ways mysterious to ourselves.
And there is much in natur~ which we cannot understand.
Certainly many of-God's works are mysteries to us.
It sMould not be considered very surprising that we do
not fully understand everything about God's unique
and mysterious nature r:
Some things we must accept on faith.
By faith we believe that each person of the Trinity
co-operates in our red~mption: • .(
The Father planning, The Son performing,
and the Spirit applying the work of redeeming love.
How much they reject who reject this gospel!
A whole Trinity of grace, and love, and powerl
And what riGhtblessings they secure who embrace t ni-s
essential part of the Gospel messaqe l .
What a Father, Savior~ ,and Sanctifier!

.:,.'

(



B.Wherever llen have Met Jesus Christ arrl found them-
selves set free from sin,
found themselves to be new creatures,
delivered from the bondage of fear,
they have been sure that they v.rererneeting ~ ~l.rJl.~ghJ¥

r

c, vie still hoa ven' t aai.d all we mean by God until we say
.ItGodthe Holy Spirit."

You ma.y believe in the Fathet' --.
God im~ortalt ~nvisible, eternal, and transcendent,
beyond,the bounds of time and history.

You may believe in .the Son -- God manifest in
the flesh, dra.matically breaking through into,the
temporal and historic.

aut what you need to bring a.ll this home to you
yourself, to make it valid and effective and. personal
in daily living, is not only God in the eternities
or God in history --

it is God in ou,
llaking your heart:t~i5 dt.•~li;ing place. ,.

t!fL I If,' ("(26 ~ -,1lW- CGIlQfe~F,_- .~ u».
) This is what makes it all relevant to us.

God 12re~etlt~ us and .l.D. us.
£jU§pirit of god j desce.ro.fupon my} her-rt."Gr f"
ITCp 1'.'3(, '\..7h~ <:...i>fV"lwf'/" o'F j1\..f( f1&fy (~()S

III.11/E SAY "TRINI'rYu BECAUSE IT HELPS TO EXPLA.IN OUR
CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE. ,~
A. Tl1e GRACE,Qflthe Lord~s-q.2J Christ. uf 5,n~

\'- ~cu: e.. ~G..-v 1,$ 8"e.lLl:"to I 'NIl' cU,f tJ b
B. The LOVE pf (,1odatl;J.eFath~ 1-fh l /. :L,' I, o, 11, ~ N e,
.aJl)'1 ~rnfert 0, l(l ~,., rl.L --PI ( ye. ?; / ry ~

C.Th~pO:t1UNION, FJ:.\LLOWSH:g>,SHA~ING UIE H.~. ,...t r:
r,) .'1. '2 ~11 \\. I {- (}.hYf~ltD.~1f {) Tk S"f ,I \

D.This is the Way God meets us in our praye~.

E.This is the way he comes to unite us in the
mystery or common "!orsh,?-p.

F.This is the way he sends us out as ambassadors
of his reconciling love.



HYHN TO TH~ maNITY
Father. we know' not what may be tomorrow--

We care not l-Thehthy love is wi th us still;
Faith 'can sing on through days of joy or sorrow, (

Trusting the tnsdom of thy gracious will.

Jesus, thy light shines on the path before us;
With thee to guide, we sing as on-we ge r

0, may our joy, be like a mighty chorus ~ "
Bringing men-cheer- in place of fear and "V<Toe.

Spirit, r.••••.e -need thy faithful witness
For grace to do the work thy,lovg designed;

Hay we through prayer be kept in daily fitness
To follow thee in serving all mankind.

--H. Victor Kane

C.S. Lewis wrote in Mere' Christianity:
If you want to get warm you must stand near the fire;

if you want ,to get wet you must get into the water. (
If you want joy, powerh peace, eternal life you must g.
get close to, OT even ~the thing that ~ them.
They are not·a sort of prize which God could, if he chose,
just hand out to anyone. They are a great fountain of
energy and beauty spurting up at the very center of
reality. If you ~re close to it the spray will wet ypu;
if you are not, you will remain dry. There is no other
way to happiness. Once a man is united to God how cOVld
he not live forever? Once a man is separated from God,
what can .he do but wither and die?"
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