WITH CHRIST YOU CAN
Text Phit. 4:13 ;
‘ Reod. v.s. 11613 -CHIVD
INTRODUCTION
No matter what your problem or difficulty or
burden may be, you can handle it more
Jeffectively and with a greater sense of power
if you have Christ within you.
Here lS the soul-stirring, power~releaslng
aul for you, "I can do all things jim
ﬁiﬁ%’% 3-&trengthens me," rhireu
And_ ngu too, can do all things through Christ #
who will strengthen you. "
I.YOU CAN, BECAUSE PAUL COULD.
A.The same power is availlable to_you that was
available to_Paul.
The same Christ wants to be YOUR companion
and helper.
Paul wasn't writing about something he just
THOUGHT might work.
He was telling his own experlence of somethlng
that worked agaln and aga in for him.
His life in Christ is a glowing illustration
of his word about Christ.

B.Paul faced tough circumstances in his life.
‘While writing these words he was a _pris oner,

and he said he was 1nmmggigat times of many .

things.

But he knew how to handle such circumstances.

The secret was in _Christ who_strengthened him.

C.Paul faced physical handicaps.

One was a recurrent _illness with severe pain.
He described it as "a thorn in the flesh."
He prayed earnestly for its removal,

His prayer wasn't granted, but he did become
more aware of God's power in Christ through

the experience. Cz co.,— i /a)
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.YOU CAN, BECAUSE OTHERS COULD

A.Other men and women in all sorts of situations
have discovered in Christ abundant power for
all their needs.

The word of Paul comes to us out of the rich
experience of 19 centuries.

We are encouraged to say, "What others haJ
done through Christ I can do through Christ."

B.Through Christ Martin ILuther found courage
and strength to proclaim, "Here I stdnd.
God ‘help me, I can-do no other,"

Through Christ David Livingston dared to open
up a dark continent to the gospel,

"C.Think of Oliver Cromwell, such a striking

| figure of the 17th century. In the late prime
- of his intellectual vigor,but with physical

energy depleted by incessant strain,

he was overtaken by a fatel illness.

When he rgllied momentarily, he called for his
Bible and asked "an honorable and godly person"
to read to him that passage in Phillippians
which ends with the words "in him who streng -
thens me." He said, "This scripture did once
save my life when my eldest son died - which

~went as a dagger to my heart; indeed it did.”

D.Behind the experience of outstanding persons

- like Paul, Luther, Livingston, Cromwell

- they repeat "I can do all things

there is the less conspicuous but nevertheless

real experience of countless unknown ggggig who
have learned the power of faith. Saints

They have lived in every generation.

They are with us today.

God alone knows how many men and women

liv@ right here = -—= «3% in this
area with quiet courage because agaln and again

g2

sStren m
i % fengeeyou to make this text your motr~e
_ Say it over to yourself
at least ten times each day. "I can do all

things . fa=is@e who strengthens me."
@@
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E.Don!t led your handlcaps become excuses to
keep you from realizing your potentlal by
the power of Christ.

Much of the great work of the world has
been done by handicapped people.

Beethoven was_deaf. He couldn't even hear his
B own compositions.

Milton was blind but he wrote a gonnet on
his blindness.

Lincoln never had more than three month's
formal schooling, but he would not allow him-
self to be denied an education.

These people were living testimony to the

' truth of the old proverb, "All the water in

(

the seven seas cannot sink a ship unless it
‘gets inside the ship."

All the handicaps and problems in the world
cannot destroy a personality unless they get
: gg;de the nersonallty and sink it with self
pl‘csa L3
gdyldlculous it is to lament, "I can't

because I'm too old, or too fat, or
too sick, or too dumb, or too slow, or too =
anything else " You can do anything you
to do if you want to do it _bad enough, and if
you will do your very best and trust Christ
to do the rest.

Sec

‘III Y0U CAN, WHEN YOU SHIFT YOUR ATTENTION_.TC’ CHRIST.

A.It makes a big difference when you _tura your
attention away from xoursel: and your weak-

nesses to Chrlst and his strength.

B.Perhaps the weakness that troubles you is
that strange inability you find to live up to
your own good resolutions,

You mean sincerely to avoid d01ng somethlng
you know is wrong, but you keep doing it to
your own shame and discouragement.

In this case a drastic_s of a -

away from your false friends, and away from
your low ideals, is called for.

"Lift your eyes upon Jesus; look full in his
wonderful face; and the things of earth will
grow strangely dlm, in the 1light of his

glory and grace
:\-f»

7[&; we, aie weak bud He is *’z‘\lc’}g'ﬂ *@



%”HOW”%ﬁﬁFd@ﬁg THE PHILOSOPHY. EXPRESSED IN™
'THE CHILDREN'S 'HYMN:
i"thtle ones to Him belong,
‘We are weak, but_He is strong"!

‘Marvelously strong Jesus was in his

character and in his wonderful_works!

How_strong he was when see=ssdesdieg heaven

hung out its brightest star to mark

| his birthplace!

'How strong intellectually he was when

he startled the wise men in the temple,

being only twelve years old!

‘How_strong he was in_speech when he spoke

"as one having authority and not

as the Scribes and Pharisees"!

How_strong he was_when he arose from sleep

in a tempest-tossed boat

and _rebuked the_winds into_peace

and the_waves into_rest!

How_gstrong he was when he walked on the

.waves as though they were floors of ‘

opal and » =~ emerald! F B

How _strong he was_when leprosy fled

' from his presence

and_twisted limbs were made straight
at his touch!

How_strong he was when he stopped a %

funeral procession and broke it up! \

(How_strong was his_ trumpet voice ‘ !

when he_called lazarus from the_grave, \

How_strong was his_dedication when \

he refused to_come down from the_cross! %

How wonderfully_strong he was when \

he arose from the_dead, wnd became %

"the first fruits of them that slept"! Q,

How_strong he was when he_walked throughéx//

walls into the upper room,

"the doors being _shut where the disciples

were .

Jand said, "Peace be unto youl" ‘

This_same strong savior is available to

help you do anything you vought to do

for the _glory of_God and the_good of
mankind,

Shift your attention to Him! | "/;229
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A%ni% 1 Fked like the end, the bloody,
[ wretched, lonely, loveless end——
" this bleedlng body' on the battlefield.
But there wag life in that body.
It was motionless with weakness,
But in the brain a mighty parade of thought
J was passing. All that his father and mother
had taught him of religion and God came back
to him., He was converted there that night
7 waiting for someone to come and pick him up.
[ The next morning when someone came and found
| him all ;_they took him to the hospital,
| This”; 88{/captain called the chaplain and told
y him that from then on, he was going to be a
{ Christian. From that hour he took on the
. yoke of Jesus Christ and walked in the path
. of His unselfish and wounded feet.
| What was the possibility of that bleeding
! battle bruised boy on that battlefield that
nlght The stretcher bearer thought none.
\And so it seemed!
j? But that night the Christ of God laid His
! /)hands upon that wounded and bleeding young
\ “efficer even as he had laid them on millions
Y of others who trusted Him,
That night Jesus Christ walked across that
war-scarred, cannon-cut battlefield
. and entered the heart feebly beating
in that chest blown open and shrapnel-
| shreaded.
- And what ' :came of that bleeding 20 year
old captain there on the battlefield that
! night? For one thing, the great Temple
- University of Philadelphia through which
/ have passed tens of thousand of students.
. For another thing, three great hospitals.
For another thing the education of hundreds
- of young men and young women, to which object
/ﬁ NDr, Russell Conwell donated more that
) $8,000,000 earned in lecturing, primarily
“ in giving the best known of all lectures
fentltled "Acres of Diamonds.”
{ For another thing a great church.
| For another thing more than 20 books suberbly
4 wrltten and widely read and influential.
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f”ForLang her f?%ng thousands of unbelievers won

to a personal-and vital faith in Jesus Christ.

For another thing America's most amaxzing

man who, though he earned millions of dollars,

never had more than $100 of his own at any

time. (
All this was possible in that pitiful hea, /

of a wounded, bleeding Union soldier at ¥

Kenesaw Mountain, whose chest was blown open

i and whose mouth because of thirst was hot

like an ovepn.
And it was all possmble through the domlna—
tion of Christ in his 1life.

You may not be a Russell Conwell,

| But you can achieve spiritual greatness
- through the power of Jesus Christ if only

- Lord and Master, =2

you will surrender your life to him as your
c{ fed Him give oo Stfe;ng

- Everyone here 1s capable of some kind of
' high spiritual achlevement if you will

. let-God=have -his-way - *your,:i%f of)/wr’/ée

Jesws Chrrst bo.fﬁz éifﬁng
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%ﬁﬁuAé QtraetS dedieated To CArist

'”any are the possibilities hidden in a lifena
and there are many illustrations of them.
I would like to give just two.
1. Michael Faraday-.-
) 2 When just a boy he heard a great
. ./Scientist lecture, and he went out burning
‘and consumed with the desire to become a great
‘Scientist himself; he wrote to Sir Joseph Banks,
‘then president of the Royal Society, asking
'him for a place to work.,
:But no .answer was ever returned to his letter.
1 If the president of the so¢ciety could have
known that some day ten thousands would know
‘the name of Michael Faraday, where one knew
‘the name of Joseph Banks, probahly he would
‘have answered that boy's letter.
. b. Years later a crowded gathering of
dlstlngulshed scientists had been listening
;spellbound to the masterly expositions of
Wlohael _Faraday. For an hour he had held his
brilliant audience enthralled as he demon-
)strated the nature and properties of the
magiet, He brought his led¢ture to a close
‘with an experiment so novel, so bewildering
‘and so triumphant that, for some time after
;he resumed his seat, the house rocked with
ienthusiastic applause. And then the Prince
>of Wales--afterward King Edward the Seventh--
irose to propose a motion of congratulation.
The resolution, having been duly seconded,
‘'was carried with renewed thunders of applause.
But the uproar was succeeded by a strange
A81lence. The assembly wajted for Faraday's
. reply. But the lecturer had vanished.
What had become of him? The hour at which
{ Faraday had concluded his lecture was the
hour for the mid-week prayer meeting, and
7 that meeting he never neglected.
,)So under cover of the cheering and applause
he had slipped out of the crowded hall and
hurrled off to the little church where a few

{Christians had met to renew thelr fellowship
/with God. -
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(me: 6\"?2‘!*3
;‘g; At other times men saw Faraday pass VP
a meeting of the Royal Society to sit at
fthe feet of a certain local preacher who was
tnotorlous for his illiteracy, but famed for
(his spiritual dedication; and this spectacle
‘fllled unbelieving men w1th bewilderment (
land wonder.
g 4. And finally as he lay dying they tried
|16 1nterview the professor, the scientist,
%the intellectual genius, but it was the 81mple
{Christian believer that answered them:
{ "What are your speculations?" they asked.
[ "Speculations! I have pnone.
I am resting on CERTAINTIES.
| T know whom I have believed and am rersuaded
| that He is able to keep that which I have
g committed unto Him against that day."
* WHAT MARVELOUS POSSIBILITIES ARE OURS
FOR NOBLE SPIRITUAL ACHIEVEMENT
%WIF WE WILL ONLY GIVE OUR LIVES TO CHRIST!

ﬂ~A¥An0ther illustration of this great truth
- is in the 1life of one of America's most
amazing men, one who was wounded on the
battlefield of Kenesaw Mountain as a 20 year
'0ld captain. A stretcher bearer, seeking
for the wounded, bent down to try to hear
some heartbeats. '"He's gonel" said the
stretcher bearer. "His chest is blown open!™
So they went away and left that pile of
bleeding flesh in the darkness.
You would ngt have thought that the world
~could expect any more;from that heap of
bloody misery. There it lay through the
‘night--no bedding but the ground, no pitying
eyes but the stars, no companions but the dead.
: Up in a little town in Massachusetis a
Ffather and mother had been praying for this
‘boy through all the months of fighting. (
‘That boy had run away from home twice.
At Yale University he had worked in kitchens
and wherever else he could find odd jobs. to
pay h his tuition, He gave up his €eligious

faith and register as an athies

M




IV.YOU CAN,WHEN YOU THINK YOU CAN, HAVE FAITH.
A.It makes a vital difference when you take an
affirmative, confident attitude toward life,

We defeat ourselves by our defeatist attitudes.
We win spiritual victories when we learn to say
in the spirit and power of Christ "I can.”

The way we think about ourselves is L)
highly important. It is -not _wrong for us )
to think about ourselves in the same way

god thinks about us. God loves ug and he must
feel that we are someone of great worth, because
he gave his own son to die for us.,

You can say, "I m QK because of God's grace

and God's love.

B.Jesus said, "According to your faith be it
done to you." (Mt 9:29)15?:&% g %f
To-believe that God is good,
that his purpose toward us is_gracious,
and that even now he is seeking to help us
right where we are -- such belief, held deeply
and affirmed repeatedly in prayer, " releases
tremendous power. o :
w1t - turnsweakness into strength. L)
: Not all religions teach us that God loves
and cares for us. According to Greek lMythology,
Zeus was the king of the gods on Mt. 0lympus,
Prometheus was a lesser diety who had a _caring
feeling for humanity. The concerns of men were
of concern to him, so on an act of impulse he
stol€ fire from the altear of Olympus and gave
it to men for warmth and light. When Zeus dis-
covered this he was furious at wh@t Prometheus
had done, for the attitudes of tHE4S0ds toward
men ranged from indifference to hostility.
Prometheus for his act of caring was chalned
to a rock on a mountain where a vulture was
permitted to claw at his body. Now _contrast
that with a God who so cared for men that He
sent his only Son. Contrast that with the
One who called himself the Good Shepherd--
who cared so much He was_crucified between
two thieves. God loves and _cares for you.
You cah count on that no matfer what happens,.
With his help and strength you can do whatever
you think you can and whatever you_really want

to do for his glory. S
S€e ConCl Vs oy (. é) Ve 54(7 43?@./* oct 78 {53
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/~ When Rear Admiral Du Pont gave to his
superior officer, Farragut, the explana-
tion of why he had failed to take his
ships into Charlston Harbor, Farragut
heard him through to the end and then said,
"Admiral, there is one explanation which
you haven't given,"

i"This, You didn't BELIEVE that

/more power over
|

you . conrld do-it,."
That lack of confidence has been the
ecret of fallures not only in the field
f war but also in this greater warfare

‘)"Whaf is that?" asked Du Pont.
}
|
|

OUI

%i of the soul,

The reason why Christians don' t have

antl-ChrlstLan forces

is because of their lack of faith or

lack of _confidence in Christ.

tThere is NOTHING we can't do through Christ

and to suggest otherwise is to capitulate
ito flimsy excuses and pitiful alibis,

J

* 0% % X 3% %

CONCLUSION: What shall we say then to

W

these th1ngs° Do we dare take Paul's
motto in Philippians 4:13 as our life's

‘motto, "I can do all thlngs through Christ

who strengthens me./@hls is_not just the
power of positive thinking; it is the

confidence of dynamic faith in Jesus.
| Because Paul the Apostle found this true
'in his life, because countless other
‘mighty heroes of the cross found it true

in their lives, you can discover the
wonderful secret in your life too.

When you direct your attention to Christ
instead of the stormy waves of doubt,
when you really believe that Christ will

give you the necessary strength and grace,
you will find out that you REALLY CAN
do anything you ought to do --

anything God has put in your heart to do--
through Christ. é@
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